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Iraq urges action agahst firms buildmg Tnrkey dams 

DANtASCUS. Svru (Al*l — li.,q .^lut .in.h-n\.tl S^rlJ 

S31? o’ T^fri «.inp:.nu^ «hnh 

ML- htfJpmi! TurLrt hu.lJ aa,„s ..n ihv Ellphf.llL■^ mIlt. ,i v«„tr 
Iraqi iifrujial "Ainiina hk-jmhc-. i% m 

A»Mri.in. ..ml 

aimpaniLS wr^h impicmciii Uww d.,m. oi .,,n pr..|i?Lts ih.ITcoiiW 
^•aifnc jxa.l;.hk- ,n 5.>na or Ir.iq. - Ahd»| S.,tl.:r SJ»,.,n l..ld 

iliL B.iaih P.iru. Ikvh k-uJiiit: ior scji» Svri i was i 
key Aryh eomp.inL-m oi the L i> k-j „ 

"’ '7' '’"'■■■ 1- ‘-'I 

difiL-fL-nLL-.s hoLJusc iho> io:ir lurke\ jil.ins :o u-dutL- ihc lo\»s ..f 
lAc Euphrau-s and ihc T.»:r.s rr..r'io dnen ikSr 
mjwLc ludnwk-ciritf .,ud irns:uion pioK-us Both nsfr. ..ficm.iu- 
!” ^JMI MiUktfsoJ w.ak-r lor ss,,.t and Iraii Their 

(cutl wUh Turkey has. hcen l>uiiJmi! un i«if \v-ars and ’eiisiiin 

teijthiciK-d in I'Kd. uhen the lurks .irasUualk 'reduced she 

EuphrjUK |]o* for n month to Till ilu juani A!.i:urk djtn. 
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Lebanon recognises Palestinian passport 

BEIRL'1 iAFPi — l.k‘h.inon has agreed ui recoitnise Pulcsiinian 
pjss{h(rls under the s,iinL‘ kiindiliuns as oiher counlrics' travel 
docunienis .IS Imiil- js thex d'l nm include sininps fr*>ni Israel, the 
lofkijtn mmisir;. .i;.l MonJas ''Beirut h.is ullieiaiiy informed the 
Arur< UdKue oi tts'reci’itniiitin ••! ihe Palesiinidn passpstris under 
the laus eoverinu .ill other ira\el documenis," an auihorilalive 
‘louree said "Fur example. .1 {’.ileslinian holding a Jocumeni 
meiilionmk' j trip to Israel »>n one ol its pa^es uoulJ he banned 
I'rum enieruiL' l.ebamm ‘ Hince UeceiTibcr, Palestinians m The 
WesI Bank and G.i/.i Strip ha-.e been .ihle to use passpuris issued 
in .April IW.^ h> the Paiestimaii Nation.il .Aulhonix .ind recoitnisud 
hx sl> kouniiies Ailhouuh I hex .ire cheeked hv Isr.ieii pulieV at the 
R.ifjh border post hetxxeen G.i/:i .md C^vpi anj on the Kin» 
Hus>Cin Bridge helxxuen Israel and Jordan, the dokumenis do nxsi 
usually Carry Israeli stamps Leban>'i). xxhich ituspcnJeJ peace 
neyoti.iiions xxiih Israel aimosi luo years .lyo. has noi yel ofrieially 
recognised ihe Palesiiniaii N.ition.il .Aulhxiriix 
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King describes visit to 

talks with Saudi 
leaders as very successful 
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By Sa'eda Kilani 
Spci-iuJ ro rhe Jordan Timci 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King liu&scin det^nbed the 
une^duv visit to Saudi .Arabia 
wnd his talks vxith Sauili lead- 
ers as being very successful in 
eiiminating past differences 
beiweeii the txvo coumries 
and paving the xvjy fur nor- 
mal and cordial ues. 

Upon his return home at 
dawn Monduy. the Kirtg, who 
met xvith Saudi Crown Prince 
Abdullah Ben .Abdul .A-eii. 
expressed total vaiisfjcriun 
with the outcome of the visit 
and said that contacts be- 
tween the two countries will 
be restored to their posl-Gulf 
war era. 

'‘Spiritually, it was one of 
the mevst marvellous visits,” 
The Kmg said, ''inaddiiion.it 
gave us the chance M (hold) 
the meeting w-c had long been 
waiting lor. I believe that 


everything that hampered the 
bilateral relations i\ forever 
gone.” 

"Relations are stronger 
than before. They are based 
on our mutual keenness to 
maintain them at present and 
in the tuturc." the King 
added. We will not allow 
"any party :o harm this rela- 
tionship as happened in the 
past.” 

The King, who iravelteJ to 
Mecca lu perform the L'mra, 
a minor pilgnmage to Ihe 
holy city, expressed confi- 
dence that this time relations 
between the two countnes, 
strained by the Kingdom's 
stand durin.g the 19^ Gulf 
crisis, have finally healed and 
said both sides agreed to 
maintain regular contacts. 

The King's visit was consi- 
dered as the crow-ning of 
months of strenuous efforts 
to restore norma! tics be- 
tween the two countries, 


Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
AJ Kabariti said. 

”1 can only be described as 
very successful,” Mr. Kabar- 
iti lold the Jordan Times. 
"The visit has bridged the 
gaps and closed forever Ihe 
pa^ of anything related to 
the Gulf crisis.” 

The premier said that Jor- 
dan will invite Saudi offiejuis 
to hold meetings with their 
Jordanian counterparts soon 
to discuss issues of mutual 
concern. 

"Direct contacts between 
the two countries (without 
the need for a mediator) will 
be maintained regularly," 
Mr. Kabariti said. "A joint 
committee, headed by the 
Saudi finance minister, will 
be invited to Jordan to hold 
talks some time after Al Fitr 
feast." 

Jordan's relations with 
Saudi Arabia have improved 
in the last few months. Con- 


crete steps towards ending 
differences siuricd when 
King Hussein met with Prince 
Sultan Ben Abdul A7ix. 
minister of defence and 
second deputy prime minis- 
ter, in New York last year. 

Another move was taken 
by the Jordanian foreign 
minister, now prime minister. 
Mr. Kabariti. vx-hen he paid 
two visits to Riyadh lust 
November. They were fol- 
lowed by a visit to Jordan bv 
Prtncc Saud Al Faisal, Saudi 
foreign minister. Iasi month. 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia ex- 
ch,-ingcd ambassadors and the 
latter sent a high-level de- 
legation to the Middle Bast, 
and North Africa Economic 
Summit which was held here 
at the end of October. 

"We can say a new- page 
has now opened." Minister of 
Information Marwan 
Muasher told the Jordan 
(Coniioued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein Sunday confers with Saudi regent 
and crown prince, .Abdullah Ben Abdul Aziz at the Prince's 


Court in Holy Mecca after the King and Ihe accompanying 
delegation performed the Lmra (Pe^ra pholoi 


V 


Princess Basma 
hosts iftar 

AMMAN I Petra I -- Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bus- 
niii Monday hosted an iftar 
banquet ui Al Hussein S'ouih 
City for members of the 
.National Jordanian Women 
Committees and members of 
women unions, in u brief 
speech the Princess expressed 
pride in being ufffliatcd to the 
Jordanian women movement 
which she said desur\-es all 
appreciation for its efforts to 
serve the nation. Present 
were w ives of senior |j|overn 
mem offieiuls including the 
w-ife of the prime minister, 
Falin Kabariti. deputy Tou 
jan Fuisai along with 50u 
members of women unions. 

Keep the noise down, 
minister tells mosques 

CAIRO fAFPj — Egypt’-; 
religious affairs minister 
ordered mosques to cut down 
on the use of loudspeakers to 
call the faithful to prayer, in a 
bid to curb noise pollution, 
the government daily Al 
Akhbar reported Monday. 
Hamdi Zaqzuq issued an 
order limiting mosques to us- 
ing loudspeakers only for the 
five daily calls to Muslim 
prayer and for the noon ser- 
mon Fridays. Mosques arc 
'banned from broadcasting re- 
ligious lessons, extra prayers 
or Koranic readings. "Use of 
loudspeakers in such cases 
must be limited to inside the 
mosque so as not to bother 
anyone." the minister said. 
Most of Egypt's thousands of 
mosques use outdoor louds- 
peakers during religious ser- 
vices. 

Israeli arrested 
for drug trafficking 

ACCRA (AFPJ — The 
narcotics squad of the Ghana 
police service on Monday 
said an Israeli businessman 
had been arrested for posses- 
sing cocaine believed to have 
a street value of 300 million 
cedis (S327.0UU). Avraham 
Alalu. 42. who normally re- 
sides in neighbouring Togo, 
appeared in court last week 
with his driver, Ibrahim Abu- 
bakari, a source in the narco- 
tics squad said. Mr. Alalu is 
ih'e managing direciur 
Togo Ran 2000, a Togolese 
cpmpany. The hearing con- 
tinues. 

Egypt carries out first 
drugs execution 

CAIRO (AFP) — A con- 
victed heroin dealer was hung 
on Monday in the first drug- 
related execution in Egypt, 
the interior ministry .said. 
Samir Sadiq Mohammad 
Sadiq, 52. was executed after 
being convicted in November 
1993 for possessing 
kilogrammes of heroin with 
intent to sell, the minisir*- 
said. Several Qgvptiaiis are 
on death row nn drugs 
charges but Sadiq was the 
first to be e'^-x.-uicd. 


Opinion poll reveals: 

Kabariti government wins people’s approval 


A.MMAN U.T.) — Most 
Jordanians believe, to 
varying degrees, that Mr. 
Abdul Karim Kabariti will be 
a succeufui prime minister 
and that his government is 
able to "shoulder its respon- 
sibilities of the next stage" in 
Jordan's politicui life, accord- 
ing 10 un opinion poll whose 
initial findings w-erc released 
today. 

According to the dpinion 
poll, which was conducted by 
the I'nivcrsity of Jordan's 
Centre fur Sirutugiu Studies 
over the past week, those 
Jordanians were divided on 
the extent to which the prime 
minister and his government 
were likely to he successful. 

While 51.7 per cent ex- 
pected that Ihe new- prime 
minister will succeed in his 
job "to a large extent" only 
.12 per cent ^lieved he will 
succeed to a certain (invari- 
ably called "medium” m ihc 
survey) degree. A further 
ll.b per cent said that ihey 
expected him to succeed lu a 
minor degree, and only 4.n 
percent expected him "not to 
succeed.” 

As far as "the dgree" to 
which the g.ivernmcni was 
believed able to shoulder re- 
sponsibilities of (he next 


stage, the results were as 
follows: To a large extent: 3K 
per cent; to a curtain extent: 
4.V2 per cent: to a minor 
degree: JJ.4 per oem; ro not 
succeed 7.2. per cent. 

Thu same questions as 
above were asked to a sepa- 
rate, but smaller, group of 
citizens, which the poll iden- 
tified as "opinion leaders,” 
whose iQiai in number was 
.301 (see accompanying s 1 ory) 
on whether Mr. Kubarili. 
who became prime minister 
for the first lime and formed 
his government on Feb. 5, 
would be successful in this 
job. the polling of the "opin- 
ion leaders” showed the fol- 
lowing results: 45.5 per cent 
expected him to "succeed to 
a large extent"; .34.5 per cent 
"to a certain extent"; 5.5 per 
cent "to a minor degree"; 
and 2.7 per cent expected 
him "not to sucLX-cd." 

On whether the govern- 
ment "was believed able to 
shoulder responsibilities of 
(he next stage." the "opinion 
leaders" were divided 
according to the following 
categories: To a larger e.xleni 
.3().l per cent; to a certain 
degree 46.‘J per cent; to a 
minor degree 4.7 per cent: to 
not succeed 4.2 per cent. 


In each of the first three 
categories (when success was 
forecast, even thitugh to va- 
rious degrees), there was 
more scepticism (about the 
chances of success) among 
the “opinion leaders" than 
among ordinary Jordanians 
polled, but only by several 
percentage points (when the 
scepticism was translated Into 
numbers). 

In the fourth category. 

(Contintttd on page 7)^ 



Abdul Karim Kabariti 


How poll was conducted 


‘People want change’ 


By Abdullah Hasanat 

THE RESULTS of the 
opinion poll conducted by 
the University of Jordan's 
C entre for Strategic Studies 
that were released yester- 
day vhow clearly that the 
people have more confi- 
dence in the prime minister. 
Abdul Karim Kabariti. than 
his colleagues in the new 
Cabinet. 

How'ever. the majority of 
those polled appears to 
think that both the prime 
minister and his colleagues 
would be able, albeit (o 
varying degrees, to shoul- 
der the responsibilities of 
the coming era. 

"This indicates that the 


people want change on the 
one hand, and are willing to 
give the new government a 
chance to deliver." accord- 
ing to Mustafa Hamarneh, 
the director of the centre. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Yet L»i. Fiamarneh is 
quick to note that those 
who thought the cuniposi- 
lion of the government w ;cs 
only partially successful 
will, in the months ahead, 
reassess (heir initial 
appraisal, 

"It all depends on Ihe 
performance of the govern- 
ment in the months ahead." 

(Continued on page 7) 


THE POLL was conducted 
between Feb. (» -10 of lWr» 
on samples selected in 
accordance with standard 
statistical principles and 
criteria. The centre con- 
ducted the 1^01 inside -Jor- 
dan on a national .sample of 
1 ,2(X) individuals and a spe- 
cial sample of opinion lead- 
ers numbering 501 indi- 
viduals. 

The importance of this 
opinion poll — which was 
the first attempt to measure 
any government's popular- 
ity — was that it gauged 
public opinion views on the 
new Cabinet's ability to 
shoulder its responsibilites 
in the coming stage in addi- 
tion to Jordanian citizens' 
expeccitions of the pros- 
pects of the new prime 
minister's success in hand- 
ling his task. The poll w.is 
also meant to sound out the 
public on the kind of chal- 
lenges which people be- 
lieve will eonfrxxnl the new 
administration. 

The niiiitinal .sample in 
the upinion piill wa.s based 
on the frame adopted by 
the Department x>f Statis- 
tics in (he 1W4 general 
census. 

The national sample co- 
vered l,2(Mi families 
selected r.mJomly by 
choosing an iiidivulual ot 
PJ years ot age or above 
provided that half ixi the 
national sample were men 


and the other women. Tlte 
margiii of error was three 
per cent. 

Care w as taken to ensure 
that each sample was self- 
bahinced. that each ele- 
ment in socieiv h.id equ.tl 
chance to be represented. 

As to the survey of opin- 
ion leaders cxxvering 5u| 
individuals, the margin of 
error was per cent. This 
sample included senior 
slate officials, senators, de- 
puties. secret jnes-general 
ot ministries and governors 
as well as leaders of pxilitic- 
al parties, unions, protes- 
si on a I a.ssoeia I iiin s . 
businessmen, journalists, 
writers, artists, university 
teachers .nid others. 

The opinion poll on the 
naiixinal sample xx.is con- 
ducted in die field thrxxugh 
personal inierxiexks and 
look place between Feb. 
7- in xif l‘/>h. 

The opmixin leaders ;s«x|| 
was coiulucied by ph«me. 
In case it was mxi possible 
to contact the i.irgedeii 
Iverson tor any reasxni. the 
'interview was conducted 
with a suhsiiiuic. 

University studcnis pol- 
led xxere selected tr«ini 
:imong the state universi- 
ties because the private 
imivcrsiiics h.id not vet 
opened thcir dxHirs lor ihc 
second term. The poll in 
this case was condueiexl be- 
tween Feb. r»-in »»l 


Israel seals off two West Bank towns 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — The Israeli army on 
Monday sealed the 
Palestinian-ruled We.si Bank 
towns of Ramailah and 
Qalqilya, an army spoke.s- 
wonion said. 

The cio.surc was impo.sed 
“for security rea-sons," the 
spokeswoman said without 
elaborating. Miliiary 
sources said the rea.son wa.s 
to stop Palestinians throw- 
ing stones at Israeli vehi- 
cles. 

"Under the closure, re.si- 


denis of the city will be for- 
bidden to exit and the 
entrance of Israelis will be 
foii)idden," the .spokes- 
woman said of Ramailah. 
She said the restriction 
begun on Monduy ui 5 u.m. 
(03UU GMT) until further 
notice. 

Israeli occupation forces 
left the towns lust 
December and redeployed 
oui.side them under a peace 
agreement with the 
P:tlcstinians. 

Although iravel through 


Israeli and Palestinian con- 
trolled areas in the West 
Bank has been fairly 
smooth since the transition, 
closures have been imposed 
on several places in the last 
few days. 

On Saturday l.snicl .sealed 
the tow /1 of Nablus becau.se 
of a large unli-lsraeli rally. 
On Sunday Polesiiniun 
police barred lsraeli.s from 
entering Bethlehem because 
of a dispute r ver control of 
a road Icudiiig to a Jewish 
holv .site. 


On the last three Fridays, 
during the Muslim holy 
month of Ramadan, Israel 
severely restricted entrance 
by Muslims to Occupied 
Jerusalem where mass 
pniyers were held ui holy 
xites. 

The army said restrictions 
impo.sed on Friday on the 
entrance of Palestini:in.s 
from .self-ruled G:iza into 
Israel were .still in efieci. 


Arafat sworn in as 1st 
Palestinian president 


GAZ.A city, Gaza Strip 
(AFP) — Cupping his 
triumph at the polls lust 
month. Yasser Arafat took 
the oath of office .Monday as 
the first elected Palesrinitir) 
president, pledging to defend 
his people's “national umhi- 
tions." 

Holding his right hand un a 
copy of the Holy Korun. Mr. 
Arafat told a gathering in the 
hall that will soon house the 
new Palestinian legislative 
council; "1 swear before God 
that 1 Will be sincere to the 
country and preserve the con- 
stitution. law and interests of 
the Palestinian people.” 

The swearing-in ceremony 
was only announced on Sun- 
day and took place in front of 
a crowd of KXJ people made 
up primarily of ministers and 
politicians close to Mr. .Ara- 
fat and senior officers of the 
security forces. 

It started minutes after 
officials hung up u picture of 
Jerusalem's .Al Aqsa mosque 
— the symbol of Palestinian 
claims of sovereignty over the 
holy ciiy — behind ihe raised 
platforrh where .Arafat (Ox^k 
the oath of office. 

There was no participation 
in the ceremony by leaders xif 
the Islamic opposition or 
prominent independent 
Palestinian politicians. 

Only u lew members of the 
new ly-elected legislative 
council were invited to 
attend, including Imad Falu- 
ji. a former Hamas leader 
who broke with the Islamie 
movement to turn for elec- 
tion c»n the list of Mr. .Ara- 
fat's Fateh organisation. 

Representatives of Egypt. 
Jordan and Qatar also 
attended. 

The brief, hastilv- 
orgiinised ceremony came as 
pan of what Mr. Arai.ii's 
advisers have repeatedly 
termed "the iransform.itixm 
from revolutionary legitm.icy 
to constitutional legitimacy. " 

It paves the way f«>r the 


convening lute this month of 
the 88-membcr icgislutive 
council, most of whose repre- 
senturives come from .Mr. 
Arafat's Fateh faction or uie 
personally loyal to him. 

The process began with the 
1994 creation of'the Palesii- 
nain .National Authoriiv 
(PNAI to manage autonomv 
first in the Gaza Strip anil 
West Bank town of Jericho 
and before it then spread late 
Iasi year to other West Bank 
population centres. 

It later led to the Jan. 20 
elections, the establishment 
of new governmental institu- 
tions and the drafting of a 
basic law designed to serve as 
the basis for a future constitu- 
tion for a Palestinian state. 

"Support this man. support 
Yasser Arafat." said Salim 
Zaanun. the acting president 
of the PLO parliament in 
exiie. the Palestine National 
Council (PNC), who presided 
over the ceremony alongside 
the head of the Muslim reli- 
gious courts. Mohammad 
.Abu Sardana. and Qe^sui .Al 
.Ahadleh. the Palcstii.'.'in 
chief justice. 

Mr. Arafat, who won S7 
per cent of the vote in the 
Jan. 20 poll, pledged In his 
swearing-in oath to protect 
the inicgrity of Palestinians' 
lands "and to achieve their 
.ispiraiions and national 
ambitions." 

in a hushed voice, he read 
out Koranic verses dcalim: 
with the Weight of leadership 
responsibility. "May God 
help me in carrying out mv 
responsibilities." he said. 

"This is an historic and 
new day." Mr. Arafat told 
.AFP following the ceremony. 
"This is the start of the 
Palestinian independent 
stare." 

Faisal Husseini. a tup Ara- 
f.ii aide who handles Jeru- 
s.ilem affairs for the PN.A. 
expressed ciinfidence after 
the ceremuny that Palesti- 
nians would fulfil their pledge 


to remove references to 
Israel's destruction from the 
PLO covenant. 

But he said such action 
would be bucked provided 
Israel releases remaining 
Palestinian prisoners in its 
jails, curbs Jewish settlement 
activity in Palestinian areas 
and enables safe passage be- 
ivVeen the Palestinian- 
controlled areas of the Guzu 
Strip and West Bank. 

"If the Israeli gc»vcmmeni 
does something to clarify 
these mutters it will help us it 
lot to change the chancr." he 
said. 

Meanwhile. Mr. .Arafat 
sought Egypt's help in resolv- 
ing a dispute with Israel over* 
the construction of an airpon 
in the Gaza Strip, a top Ara- 
fat aide said Monday. 

Nabil Abu Rudeina said 
Mr. Arafat called Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
late Sunday aher an armed 
confrontation between 
Palestinian police and Israeli 
soldiers who tried to halt 
work on the airfield near the 
Rafah crossing in the south- 
ern Gaza Strip. 

"President Hosni Mubarak 
called Arafat back and 
pledged to help resolve the 
airport problem." Mr. 
Rudeina said. 

Palestinian workers began 
• levelling ground on Saturday 
for a runway at Rafah, the 
mai6n crossing point between 
(he Gaza Strip and Egypt, 
despite Israeli charges 'that ' 
construction of the airfield is 
a violation of the Israeli- 
Palesiinian autonomy 
accords. 

Israeli soldiers were dis- 
patched ID the site to halt the 
work and Palestinian police 
pulled out their weapons in a 
confrontation which Israeli 
radio said was defused only 
after senior officials from 
both sides intervened. 


Uri Savir arrives for talks 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMM.AN — The director 
general of the lsr:ieli foreign 
niinistry. Uri S.ivir arrived 
here last night for talks with 
Ills Royal Highness Crown 
Prince HiLssan. Prime .Minis- 
ter .Abdul Karim K.ibariii 
and .\1iniN(er ot Planning 
Kima Khalal. 

The visit, the tirM by ,i 
high-level Israeli otticial stnee 
mid-January when (he two 
cimntnes tinalised all hi- 
l:itcr.il .igiccmciiEs slipul.iled 


by the pe.ice treaty . is "essen- 
tially a follow-up on the im- 
plementation of the agree- 
ments.'' Israeli emhassv 
sources lold the Jordan 
Times. 

"The b.isic purphtso of the 
visit is to talk :ihiuit bilateral 
m.nicrs. economic ties and 
how to ftirwjrd ii'int pro- 
jects." suid Israeli embassy 
press ,niache. Shalom 
Tnurgemun. 

"Ihcv will he Jisenssmg. 
geiier.iliv. tools to nuke pro- 
tects move loru'.irj. especial- 


it iiiiise in the Dead Sea. 
Aqubj-Eiiat and Jordan Rifi 
Valley." Mr. Tourgeman 
said. 

He added ihtit he expected 
Mr. Savir. also head of the 
delegation ncgivtiating with 
Syria, would update ihe 
Jordanian leaders on prog- 
ress in negiviiaiions with 
Syria, expected to resume la- 
ter this month in Washing- 
ton. 

Mr. S;ivir is accompanied 
by the director general of the 
Israeli ministry of finance 
David Brodel. 
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Peres begins bid for early elections 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Petes asked for the dissolu- 
tion of parliament on 
Monday to allow for early 
elections on May 21 that 
are likely to be overshad- 
owed by the ghost of 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

The government present- 
ed four bills to enable the 
dissolving of - the 120- 
member Knesset and the 
holding of voting for-bodi 
parliament and the first 
dir^t election of a prime 
minister. 

Mr. Peres was scheduled 
to meet his main rival, 
right-wing Likud Par^ 
leader Benjamin 

Netanyahu at 7 p.m. (1700 
GMT) to fix a final date. 
The lOiesset will then pass 


the legislation. Mr. Peres 
said be preferred May 21 
but would try to accommo- 
^te the opposition. 

Mr. Per^, 72, wants an 
election as quickly as pos- 
sible to catch the ebbing 
tide of sympathy fiom the 
November assassination of 
Prime Minister Rabin. 

Opinion polls put Peres 
22 points ahead of Mr. 
Netanyahu, who is still try- 
ing to shake off the left- 
wing charge of moral com- 
plicity in the assassination. 

The entire right wing was 
accused of qeating the cli- 
mate of violence that led 
right-wing Jew Yigal Amir 
to shoot Mr. Rabin to stop 
peace deals with the 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Peres' lead is narrow- 


ing and now that a break- 
through with Syria before 
the summer seems remote 
he wants a snap poll, 
although Israeli law insists 
on a minimum 90-day 
campaign. 

A long campaign would 
also increase Mr. Peres" 
exposure to attacks on 
Isi^is by Islamic oppo- 
nents of Us peace partner 
the PLO. 

Announcing his decision 
on Sunday night; Mr. I^res 
said he want^ to “renew 
the government's mandate 
and mine". Mr. Peres failed 
four times to lead the 
labour Party to an election 
victory. He was prime min- 
ister for two years in the 
1980s poly under a power- 
sharing deal with Likud 


and became leader this 
time after Mr. Rabin’s 
death. 

In his brief address, Mr. 
Peres sketched out the 
main issues of his cam- 
pmgn — concluding peace 
with Palestinians, a treaty 
with Syria, Israeli security, 
and an improved economy. 
But be left little doubt that 
his campaign would be 
built on Mr. Rabin, whose 
name he invoked 10 times. 

He hopes Mr. Rabin’s 
strong security credentials, 
a sure vote winner in 
Israel, will rub off on him. 

Mr. Rabin’s widow, 
Leah, joined the fray on 
Monday saying her bus- 
band's memory would 
ensure a Labour victory 
although she ruled out a 


political role for herself. 

“I think that bis memory 
and accomplishments are 
strong enough to lead the 
Labour Party to a crushing 
victory in these elections 
and they don't need me,” 
she told Israel radio. 

Likud said Mr. Rabin’s 
death should be above pd- 
idcs. 

*Tt pained me to bear the 
prime minister begin his 
address witii a detailed and 
long reference to the di£5- 
cult moments of the assas- 
sination,” said Likud mem- 
ber of parliament Moshe 
Katzav. **Rabin’s murder is 
a national tragedy, not a 
party matter,” he told 
Reuters. 


Syria slams Palestinians clash with 


Israeli right PLO police in Nablus 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria 
slammed Israel's right-wing 
parties on Monday for 
opposing a return of cap- 
tured land to Syria 
expressed hope that early 
elections in Israel would 
contribute to achievmg a 
just peace in the region. 

Syria's official press said 
the credibility of any new 
Israeli government would 
be decided by its response 
to the “requirements of 
IKOce”. especially the prin- 
ciple of swapping land for 
peace. 

“The ejections are an 
internal Israeli affair, but 
what we hope is that its 
results would contribute to 
making a just and compre- 
hensive peace,” the official 
daily Tishieen said. 

“There is no doubt that 
the Israeli rightist forces 
with their new alliances are 
seeking to undermine the 
peace process, a move 
which contradicts the sin- 
cere and constructive 
efforts aimed at achieving 
peace under the land-for- 
peace principle,” it said. 

Israeli Prime leister 
Shimon Peres, hoping to 
c^talise on synqiatiiy for 
his assassinated predeces- 
sor Yitzhak Rabin, on 
Sunday announced that 
elections would be held in 
May. This is earlier than the 
latest possible date of 
October. 

He hopes to widen his 
Labour Party's wafer-thin 


majority in parliament and 
beat bis Likud Par^ oppo- 
nent Benjamin Netany^u 
who opposes the return of 
the Golan Hdghts to Syria 
as part of a peace deal. 

Peres had indicated 
that he would be ready for a 
pullback from tbe Golan 
but would not reveal the 
scope and timin g. 

Syria’s peace miles with 
Israel received a new push 
when Mr. Peres took over 
as prime rmnistet. Both par- 
ties reported progress at 
peace talks which resumed 
in tbe United States in 
December after a six-month 
break. 

Tbe Syrian-Israeli peace 
talks wUch opened over 
four years ago are stalled 
over the fate of the Golan, 
captured by Israel fiom 
Syria in 1967. future ties 
and security anangements. 

Syria wants Israel to with- 
draw fully fiom the Golan 
and says wcurity arrange- 
ments which would back up 
a peace dfeal should be 
equal and balancecL ■ ■ 

Israel says il will not 
reveal the extent of a pull- 
back from the Golan un^ 
Syria agrees to establish 
full normal ties with it 

A new round of talks 
between Syria and Israel 
will be held Feb. 26 in 
Maryland, near 

Washington. But diplomats 
expect no major progress 
until the end of the Israeli 
elections. 


NABLUS qi) ^ 
Palestinians clashed with 
Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) police 
in the West Bank city of 
Nablus on Sunday when a 
family brawl was joined 
by hundreds of people 
venting anger against the 
police, witnesses said on 
Monday. 

Palestinian sources said 
10 people were bruised 
and hospitalised but no 
bullet injuries were report- 
ed. 

The sources said resi- 
dents complained the 
police that entered the 
town just two mootiis ago 
when Israeli occupation 
forces withdrew mistreat- 
ed them and humiliated 
them. The police were 
welcomed as heroes when 


they arrived in December. 

Hundreds of people 
demonstrated in tbe ci^'s 
centre and surrounded tbe 
police station, throwing 
stones and chanting anti- 
police, anti-Palestinian 
authority slogans. Police, 
trapped in their headquar- 
ters, shot bullets in tite air 
in an attempt to disperse 
protesters. 

Witnesses said PLO offi- 
cials appealed for calm 
through mosque loud- 
speakers. 

Nablus Mayor Ghassan 
A1 Shakaa, speaking fiom 
tbe self-ruled Gaza Strip 
after meeting PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat 
said; ‘There were no peo- 
ple injured, but the inci- 
dent was a popular reac- 
^ don to tbe p^onnance of 


some police officers and 
was exploited by some ele- 
ments to escalate ten- 
sions.” 

He told Reuters he was 
returning to Nablus later in 
tbe day to start an investi- 
gation ordered by Mr. 
Arafat. 

Nablu^ tile latest West 
Bank city, known as its 
commercial centre, was 
one of six major cities 
banded over fiom Israel to 
tile PLO in December last 


year. 

n.,0 police from all over 
tbe West Bank and Gaza 
Strip were deployed in 
Nablus. Residents com- 
plained that police, unfa- 
miliar with the nature of 
tbe city and its lifestyle, 
humiliated people and 
treated them like enemies. 



MQGAdiSJffU- (R) — 

Islamic oiilitiamea on 
Monday arrested a senior 
Scsnali politician opposed to 
north Modagishu warlord 
Ali Mahdi Mobamed 
shelling his house and 
killing one of his body- 
guards, witnesses said. 

Dozens of militiamen 
swooped on the house of 
Abdulrabman Gabow 
Mohamed in north 
Mogadishu's Karan district 

They shelled the house, 
killed one of Mr. 


Mofaamed's bddy^lfids and' 
. .arrested, the politician who 
was appointed last-week by 
south Mogadishu warlord 
Mobamed Farah Aideed as 
deputy president in his self- 
styled government the wit- 
nesses said. 

Gen. Aideed's radio statiem 
said on Friday Mohamed 
and five other politicians of 
the Abgal clan, which usual- 
ly supports his chief rival Ali 
Mahdi, had switched sides 
and were appointed to senior 
positions in Gen. Aideed's 


gOvenim^t 

On Saturday M^amed 
and one of the other five 
Abgals, Hassan AbduUe 
Goley, called a news confer- 
ence in north Mogadishu to 
deny they had defected to 
Gen. Aideed. 

Mr. Mohamed said they 
were members of a group set 
up last month by opponents 
of Ali Mahdi. 

“We’re neutral and we 
want to keep our neutrality 
among the waning factions 
of Somalia,” he said. 


Iran urged to mend ties with Gulf Arab countries 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Iran 
should st^ interfering in 
the intemm affairs of its 
Gulf Arab neighbours to end 
tension in tbeir relations and 
stabilise the oil-rich region, 
a senior Gulf official said on 
Monday. 

Sheii^ FahimAl Qassimi, 
secretary general of tiie six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), said a state- 
ment last week by the 
Iranian embassy in Kuwait 
about riots in Bahrain was 
designed to incite more vio- 
lence. 

'The statement included 
an incitement for sedition 


and support for a minority 
of perpetrators of acts of 
sabotage in Bahrain. This is 
a flagrant interference in the 
interpal affairs of a GCC 
member,” he told tbe offi- 
cial United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) agency WAM. 

“GCC states are keen to 
maintain good links with tbe 
Islamic Republic of Iran on 
the basis of good neigh- 
bourlioess, reteining fiom 
all forms of interference in 
internal affairs and respect 
for the sovereignty, inde- 
pendence and integrity of sdl 
regional states. 

“Iran should translate its 


stated desire to develop 
relations with the GCC into 
action.” 

The Iranian embassy in 
Kuwait said- last week that 
14 months of political 
unrest in B ahrain was due to 
discrimination by the 
Sunni-led government in 
Manama agaizist tbe coun- 
try’s Shiite Muslim majori- 
ty. 

Bahrain had earlier 
accused Iran of involvement 
in the unrest in tbe Gulf 
island nation. 

Iran's ties with the GCC 
are already strained over its 
island dispute with the UAE 


and political and ideological 
differences witii Saudi 
Arabia. 

Tehran has said it wants 
good relations with its Gulf 
neighbours and has blamed 
Western interference and 
presence in the Gulf for the 
tension. 

A U.S. navy commander 
raised GCC fears last week 
about Iranian mtentioos. 
saying the Islamic republic 
bad largely bolstered its 
military power and was now 
capable of blocking the 
strategic Hormuz Straits, 
the only Gulf gateway 
through which nearly .one 


fifth of world oil experts 
pass. 

“Iran should take steps 
that will contribute to creat- 
ing a climate of tranquility 
and strengthen confidence 
to boost relations and con- 
solidate securi^.aod stabili- 
ty in this vital region.” 
Sheikh Fahim said. 

The GCC groups Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, 
(^atar, Oman and tbe UAE 
in a loose economic, 
defence and political 
alliance created nine 
months after tbe outbreak of 
the 1980-1988 conflict 
between Iran and Iraq. 
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ARAFAT TAKES OATH OF PRESIDENCY: Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
with his right hand on a Koran takes the oath of president Monday, three weeks 
after his landslide victory in the first Palestinian general elections. He took the oath 
at the podinm in tbe building which wiU house the SS-member legislative council, 
and said: ‘*1 swear by Aimigh^ God to be faithful to the bomel^d, uphold the con- 
stitution and the law and maintain the interests of the Palestinian i^ple and the 
integrity of its land and to achieve its national aspirations and God is my witness” 

I (See front page story) (Reuters photo) 


Iraqi held 
m Kuwmt 
f6r forging 


No large scale attack on 
Kabul — iMiek warlord 


papers 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait 
police have anested an Iraqi 
woman who worked in the 
Gulf state as a Kuwaiti gov- 
ernment lawyer and accused 
her of forging nationality 
papers, an official said on 
Monday. 

“The Iraqi woman, Layla 
Hussein, has been arrested 
for forging documents to 
obtain Kuwaiti nationality,” 
the official, who declined to 
be identified, told Reuters. 
“She worked with tbe interi- 
or ministiy and the general 
prosecution as a Kuwaiti 
national.” 

The official was asked 
about an A1 Watan newspa- 
per report on Monday which 
said Ms. Hussein was also 
accused of spying for Iraq. 

He said he had no further 
details about tbe case. 

The paper said authorities 
on Thursday arrested the 45- 
year-old woman, who was a 
widow of an Iraqi army 
colonel. 

It said officers searching 
her hixise found “political 
publications about Kuwait’s 
internal affairs. 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan 
(AP) — Afghanistan’s 
powerful Uzbek warioid 
Rashid Dostum on Monday 
ruled out a coordinated 
assault on tbe A fghan cajd- 
tal by rebel factions oying 
to topple President 
Buihanud^n Rabbani’s 


goveimnenL 

“We will not fight for 
Kabul again. We don't 
believe that is tbe answer,” 
said Mohammad Pianda, a 
spokesman for Gen. 
Dostum, who is in Pakistan 
to meet with other rebel 
leaders. 

Gen. Dostum’s ally and 
former Afghan Prime 
Minister Gtilbuddin 
Hekmatyar on Sunday 
called OD neighbouring 
Pakistan to mediate a sum- 
mit of warring Afghan 
leaders to try to find a 
negotiated end to the civil 
war that has ruined Kabul. 

Meanwhile. in the 
Afghan capitsd Mr. 
Rabbani condemned 
Pakistan for hosting oppo- 
sition talks. 

In a state-run radio Kabul 
broadcast Sunday, Mr. 
Rabbani issued an open 
invitation to his opponents 
to hold talks in the Af ghan 


csqiital, an invitation no one 
is likely to accepL 

Gen. Dostum, a general 
in the ibrmer communist 
army, teamed up -with Mr. 
Hekmatyar in 1994 in a 
ferocious 11-month assault 
on tbe Afghan capital. 

When the worst of tbe 
fighting was over Mr. 
Rabbani’s troops were still 
in control of tbe city and its 
environs. 

Since then Gea Dostum 
and Mr. Hekmatyar's 
forces have pulled back 
and been replaced by tbe 
fundamentalist Taliban 
militia, who are de manding 
Mi. Rabbani resign and a 
strict Islamic government 
be imposed in Afghanistan. 

The Taliban, who entered 
the fray about two ye^ 
ago as an alternative to the 
warring factions, have dug 
themselves in around 
Kabul. They been daily 
lobbing rockets on the 
beleaguered capital. 

So far the Taliban have 
reftised to participate in tiie 
talks being held in 
Pakistim, largely because 
of Gen. Dostum, who they 
revile for his communist 
pasL 
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Crown Prince HusswU! Monday meets with ttuman Catholic I*atriareh Michel 
»bbah to discuss religious pn»grammes« inlerfajih dialogue and pnimuling spirilu- 
ahty tn youth (Petra phoUii 

Crown Prince, Catholic patriarch 
review spiritual revival programmes 


AMMAN (Peir;i> — Hii 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Monday mci 
in his office with 
ienisalcm-based Patriarch 
Michel Sabbah, head of the 
Roman Catholic Church m 
Jordan and Palestine. 

The patriarch .spoke with 
Prince Hassan about the 
Catholic Church's pro- 
grammes and its innovative 
activities geared particular- 
ly for youth to promote reli- 
gious ethics and enlighten 


the young on .spiritual mat- 
ters.’ 

Prince H'jbsan reviewed 
several areas of his work in 
promoting inier-fiuth dia- 
logue and praised the Arab 
Christian churches for (heir 
coninhuiions towards 
advancing spiritual life and 
culture. 

Patriarch Sabbah later 
met Prime Minister .Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and 
reviewed various issues 
penaining to the status of 


Jerusalem and the nght.s of 
the followers uf the three 
monotheistic religions in 
ihui city. 

Both sides stressed that 
the holy city .should be an 
open iiK’eiing place for all 
faiths. 

Present at the meeting 
were Roman Catholic Bish- 
op Sulim Sayegh and Mon- 
signor Raouf Najjar, secre- 
uu’y of (he emba.ssy of the 
1 lolv See in Jordan. 


National Task Force for Children 
completes draft strategy, official 


AMMAN (J.XJ — The 
National Task Force for the 
Children (NTPCi, headed 
by Her Majesty Queen 
Noor. and up of sev- 
eral officials and socialists 
working with other grass 
roots children’s orgamsa- 
lions have just completed 
drafting a national strategy 
for the children. 

According to a NTFC 
official, as soon as the 
members of (ask force 
^prove the draft, it will be 
adopted by the ministries of 
education and social devd- 
qsment as well as the dif- 
ferent organisations w'ork- 
ing with ciuldren’s issues. 

**1d four months the strat- 
egy will be implemented” 
said Muna Tagy. 

Ms. Tagy told the Jordan 


Times that the NTFC, 
which had been working 
for the last four months on 
identifying and assessing 
children's suffering and 
condiiion.i. has drafted a 
practical strategy which 
will also take into consider- 
ation the Arab and 
international conventions 
on the rights of children. 

Sari .Nasser, a sociologist 
and member in the NTFC, 
told the Jordan Times that 
the task force is just a step 
in the right direction os Jor- 
dan has only begun to 
research what children are 
doing and whui their prob- 
lems are. 

He stressed the strategy 
will provide a model for a 
better environment esp>c- 
ciully (hut the majority of 


the Jordanian population 
are under 15. 

As for the need to amend 
present laws and introduce 
new ones coricemine.xhild 
rights and the consideration 
by Parliament of a di^t law 
which would allow the 
authorities to take an 
abused child away from his 
family, Dr. Nasser said that 
the NTFC will first work to 
change unfortunate atti- 
tudes and negative values 
which harm children. That, 
he said, will "be carried out 
through the mass media and 
liieniiure." 

At a later stage. Or. Nass- 
er said lobbying could be 
done to change or amend 
the law." 


JEDCO prepares for ‘96 international trade fairs 


AMMAN (Petrat — The Jor- 
danian Exports Development 
and Commercial Cenuus 
Croporation (JEDCO) is 
planning for Jordan’s parric- 
jpaiion in U'aJe fairs in sev- 
eral Arab and foreign coun- 
tries as well as its own single 
country trade fairs in other 
countries during 1996. 


A JEDCO statement .Mon- 
day said that Jordan will be 
taldng pan in the 
iniemational Middle East 
Trade Fair to be held in 
Dubai towards the end nl 
February. the Cain* 
Internationa] Fair early next 
month. the Berlin 
Iniemational Fair towards ihe 


end uf March, the Damascus 
Iniemational Fair in Septem- 
ber. (he Tehran International 
Fair early in October, the 
Islamic Trade Fair in Jakana 
at (he end of October, the 
Baghad Intcmatinnal Fair 
early in November and the 
Dakar Imemuiiuna] Fair at 
the end of November. 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, February 13, 1996 


Minister pledges to help farmers 
increase agricultural exports 


.AMMAN (l>c(ra) — While 
visiting Amman's central 
produce market Monday. 
Minister of Agriculture 
Mustafa Shneikat said the 
ministry determined to 
help farmers with their 
problems and in so doing 
reduce random production 
of certain crops which ha.s 
resulted in unneeded sur- 
plus. 

Dr. Shneikat said that the 
ministry will also push for 
the largest possible export 
voluntes of produce. 

Talking at the central 
rruirkei with a group of 
farmers, middlemen and 
mcrchanis. Dr. Shne'tkai 
said titc ministry wa.s study- 
ing ways of preventing bot- 
tlenecks in production, 
adding that many of the 
problems facing* exports 
w'ere e.Memal. 

He said he hoped that the 
problems that prevented 


marketing of sonte producit 
in neighlrounng Arab states 
would soon be reserved. 

Acemding to £>r. 
Shneikat, random farming 
and disregard for the rules 
of grading and packing of 
produce are some major 
reasons for problems in the 
agricultural sector. 

He suggested that farmers 
grow cereals and animal 
feed to help solve the prob- 
lem of marketing crops 
abrot^. rather than continue 
to grow lomaioes, which, 
he said arc difficult to store, 
as well as other produce 
which are alway.s- in sur- 
plus. 

According to Agricultual 
Marketing Organisation 
Director General Salem 
Lawri. who accompanied 
the minister on the tour, the 
present decline of produce 
prices has been the resuU of 
a bumper crop. 














The Central produce market in .Amman tfilephoioi 


‘Interior ministry to open channels of 
communication with political parties’ 

Proposed internal control bureau to hear citizens’ complaints - Khleifat 


AMMAN (Petral — Minis- 
ter of Interior .Awad 
Khleifat Monday instructed 
his staff to open channels of 
communication and main- 
tain coninct.s with various 
Jordanian political panics 
regardless of their jrolittcal 
orientations. 

Every puny is a panner in 
the proccs.s'of building (he 
nation under (he Hashemite 
leadership, the Jordanian 
Constitution and the 
National Charter, said the 
JBVOsiter. 

•The coming stage in the 
ministry's policy, he said, 
will be marked with open- 


ness tow^tfds iil parlies, 
with the purpose of deepen- 
ing the roots of democracy 
in a manrasr that would 
ensure no encroachment on 
Jordan's stability and the 
rule of the law which will 
be ai^lied to all indiscrimi- 
naiely. 

Dr. Khleifat aI.so Instruct- 
ed (he officals to open the 
doors for contacts with the 
public and to hear citizens* 
gmvances and demands 
without bias: 

Addressing tbe meeting, 
attended by heads of sec- 
(iems and directors of 
deptminems. Dr. Khleifat 


said that in Implementation 
of His .Majesty King Hus- 
sein's directives the Min- 
istry of Interior h2ts decided 
to create an internal control 
bureau chaired by a judge 
to help address any previ- 
ous minisny excesses. He 
said the bureau will also be 
charged with receiving and 
examining public com- 
plaints. 

Referring to the question 
of Jordanian passports and 
citizenship, Dr. Khleifai ' 
said that every Jordani?-* 
has the right to a p^spe * 
regardless of his or her ori- 
gin. as provided for in the 


Constitution. Therefore, he 
said, the ministry will draft 
a new set of regulations and 
rules 10 help address the 
cases of citizens who were 
unfairly treated. 

Dr. Khleifat said plans to 
convene a meeting with 
provincial governors soon 
to discuss public concerns 
in the govemorates, adding, 
that .was .plaiting to. 
grant governors additional 
autborities- to deal w'itb 
cases in their res'pective 
regions. 
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Awad Khleifat 


Law on JPA should be amended 
to fit the times, says Qudah 


JBA forwards names of new 
defence team in ‘Bay’at A1 Imam 


AMMAN (Hclra) — Presi- 
dent of the Jordanian Press 
Association (JPA) 

Suleiman Qudah Monday 
said he hoped that the 
Lower House orParliamem 
will introduce amendments 
to (he JPA law of 1983 in 
order to plug gaps in it and 
upgrade it to meet with 
developments in the profes- 
sion over the last 13 years. 

Noting that the House Is 
due to begin examining the 
law Saturday, Mr. Qudah 
stud there is on urgent need 
for revising the provisions 
of ihe law p;u7iculorly con- 
cerning (he conditions for 
JPA membership. 

He said Jordon has a great 


number of people practis- 
ing jouniaUan evm though 
(hey do not meet tbe 
requirements for JPA mem- 
bership according .to tbe 
present law . 

Over the past 13 years, be 
said. Jordan witnessed 
numerous poJitical devel- 
opnwms which have had 
(heir impact on the Journal- 
ism jmfession. and there- 
fore (be law should be 
OfTtended actmrdinlgly 

He said tire amendments 
to the JPA law should also 
lo(^ into means for 
increasing the association's 
resources. 


By a Jordan Hmes 
Staff Reporter 

.AMMAN — The Jordan 
Bar Association (JBAl for- 
warded. for the second 
time, names of seven 
defence attorneys for 13 
people accused of sabotage, 
after five of the original 
seven attorneys appointed 
by the association withdrew 
from the case. State Securi- 
ty Presiding Judge Hafez 
Amin said. 

Tbe newly appointed 
attorneys are Mazen 
Ersheidat, Abdul Ghafar 
Abu Khalaf, Faisal 
Bata^neh. Issam Yashin. 
Mohammad Najib Silawj. 


Ahmad Sheikh Salem. 
Mohammad Hnousb and 
.Asma Khader who was 
already appointed by one of 
the defendants. 

Tbe group, known as 
Bay'ai AJ Imam (pledge of 
allegiance), is charged with 
slander against His .Majesty 
King Hussein and illegal 
possession and manufactur- 
ing of explosive materials. 

During a three-hour coun 
session. Judge .Amin said 
the previous five defence 
attorneys withdrew becau.se 
of a dispute with some of 
their clients. 

On Jan. 2. two months 
alter the trial was post- 
poned indefinitely, the 


defendants agreed (hat they 
would cooperate with die 
newly appointed lawyers. 

Some of the group mem- 
bers had repeatedly rejected 
(0 appoint attorneys to 
defend them in the past, 
charging that they did not 
believe in the court's justice 
system. 

The group, who were dis- 
missed three times Itom the 
courtroom for inicrrupiing 
the court session, said they 
would defend themselves 
or God will decide their 
fate. 

The court will resume 
heurins-s on Mtirch 20. 
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WHAT'S GOING ON 
CONCERTS 

* Musical performance by the Christian Youtli 
Oub at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:30 p.m. 

* Concert by Maghnirah at the Phoenix Gallery, 
Gardens Street, at 8:30 p.m. (Tel o95-291 ) 

PLAY 

"Ramadan Supermarket," (in Arabic) at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Abstract (plastic) art by Mirvat Emile Wahhab at 
the Housing Bank Complex Galler>' (until March 
5). 

•Paintings by Jordanian and other Arab artists at 
Alia Art Gallery (until March 5) 

* Engrav'ings bv French artists at the French Cul- 
tural Centre (until Feb. 29) 

* Printmaking and paintings by Yasser Dtveik at 

Darai A1 Funun, Jabal VVeibdeh. Also displaying i 
paintings and sculptures by contemporary artists ' 
(until Feb. 18). I 


A census reveals too much for some 


By Jack Redden 

Reuter 

AMMAN — As uneasy 
governments across the 
Middle East know, a 
n.iiional census cun reveal 
much more about (he peo- 
ple living in a country than 
just their total number. 

“The Slate decided that 
(he classiiicaiion of this 
duia i.s uguinsi the public 
interest and will not .seiile 
the is.suc," Abdul Hadi 
Alaween. head of Jordan'.s 
Depiinmeni of Suitistics, 
told reporters seeking the 
number of Palestinian 
refugees in Jordan. 

"On the contrary, ii will 
! only create confusion,” he 
I .said at last month’s unveil- 
ing of 1994 cen.sus resuiis 
' ihui drew mure aliemion 
for conspicuous omisKions 
than for whui was included. 

In Jordan, among the 
mo.si sensitive issues is the 
ruiiu between Iraditionul 
Jordunitut families from the 
urea east of the Jordan 
River and (he Palestinians 
who arrived over ihai river 


in successive waves of 
refugees from the conflict 
with the Jew.s. 

Estimates of Jordon*.s 
Palestinian population 
range from official sugges- 
tions of a slight minority to 
wide.spread suspicions (hat 
they are a substantial 
majority. 

'ne census recorded the 
birthplaces of everyone’s 
parents and grandparents to 
establish family origin.s. 
igniting rumours that 
Pules(inian.s were an over- 
whelnung majority. 

For the pre.s-eni at least, 
Ihe public will not know. 

The number of Palestin- 
ian Jordanians, a group ih.ii 
dominates ihc business 
communiiy, will not be 
released by the govern- 
ineni, which i.s dominated 
by “East Hank” Jordanians. 

.Such sensitivity is not 
unique to Jordan. Acros.s 
the region there arc awk- 
ward questions about the 
nun<ners of ethnic and reii- 
gifiis grumps that govern- 


ments feel are best left 
unanswered. 

)o Bahrain, w’hcre more 
than a year of protests 
gainst the Sunni Muslim- 
led goveromem have come 
mainly from the island's 
majorily Shi’ite Muslims, 
distinctions between the 
main branches of Islam are 
not reported in the census. 

HKte is also no break- 
down given between Sun- 
nis and Shi'iies in nearby 
Saudi .Arabia. where 

Shi’ites are assumed to be 
the largest group in the 
norlhea.st of (he Sunni- 
rvled kingdom richly 

endowed wiih oil. 

Kuwait'.^ April 1995 cen- 
.sus conceded that 1 . 1 8 mi 1- 
lion of tire country's 1.87 
million people are foreign- 
ers — a common situation 
in the wealthy but thinly 
populated Gulf where 

workers have to be import- 
ed. 

But diplomai.s say 
Kuwait's figure ignores a 
further I20.UOO people the 
government labels iliesal 


aliens, or “bedouns,” as 
they are commonly known 
in Kuwait, even though 
several thousand are in the 
army and police. If (hey 
had official status, Kuwait 
would have to give them 
access to its lavish welfare 
system. 

There is no need for 
Lebanon to conceal (he 
information revealed by its 
latest census — it was done 
63 years ago when the 
country wo.s still under 
French control. 

That census found the 
Christians,. France's key 
allies, were the largest reli- 
gious group in the country 
by a small margin. That 
secured their right to have 
the presidency, while a 
Sunni Muslim held the po.st 
of prime minister — an 
arrangement that continues 
to this day. •. 

Even if the 1933 census 
was correct at (he lime, it is 
unlikely to refieci reality 
after six decades that 
included a vicious 15-ycor 
civil uur i.in sectarian lines. 


That conllicl caused many 
Chrisiiaas lo emigrate, with 
.some esiimaiing that (hey 
are now' only 3U-35 per 
ceni of the population. 

Thai civil war also 
showed that the poor 
Shi'iies — a rural popula- 
tion. accorded little say in 
sharing out offices after the 
1933 census — are now 
probably Lebanon's single 
biggest group. 

The unifying aspect to 
these awkward statistics is 
the que.siions it could raise 
about the legitimacy of 
those currently in power. 

Rulers drawn from 
minorities are quiie com- 
mon. whether President 
Saddam Hussein from the 
minority Sunni.s of Iraq or 
President Hafez .A1 .Assad 
of Syria's small Alawiie 
seel of Islam. 

It is not surprising or now . 
While the Arab-lsraeli con- 
fiici ho.s popularly over- 
simplified the region imo a 
Jew ish stale surrounded by 
a Muslim sea, Ihe .Middle 
East has long been a com- 


plex mosaic of religious 
and ethnic groups. 

The hordes of census tak- 
ers who scoured Jordan in 
1994 took down detailed 
information about far more 
than the number of resi- 
dents descended from 
Palestinians. 

They also, for instance, 
recorded the number of Jor- 
danians of Circassian 
descent, a small but infiu- 
cntiul Muslim group who 
arrived from the Caucasus 
a century ago. 

It also counted the 2.0U0- 
year-old Christian commu- 
nity. u hotly disputed num - 1 
ber that some believe has 
dwindled to well under live 
percent of the population. | 

The published census fig- 
ures will, not settle the 
question. 

Although seats in ptirlia- 
mcm ;ire rcserted for Cir- 
cassian.s :ind Christians on 
the a.ssumption it refiecis 
their portion of the society, 
their numbers in Jord:m 
were deleted. 
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British police say IRA may 


strike again; politicians split 


LONDON (R) — Bridsfa 
police gave a warning th^ 
Northern Irish guerrillas 
conld strike again **any 
time, anywhere” as thou- 
sands of people returned to 
work in London’s bomb- 
devastated Docklands B- 
nancial district Monday. 

Police were still sifting 
glass and debris for clues in 
five buildings wrecked by 
Friday's half-tonne bomb 
that l^ed two people and 
injured more thm 100 in a 
dramatic end to a 17-montb- 
long IRA ceasefire. 

After a fiantic weekend of 
political meetings, a serious 
split opened up between the 
British and Irish govern- 
ments over how to resume 
the diCBcult search for a per- 
manent peace in Nrathern 
Ireland. 

Britain made clear it 
wanted to push ahead with a 
controversial plan to hold 
new elections in Northern 
Ireland before starting full- 
scale peace talks. 

The election plan, which 
was viewed by Irish Repub- 


licans as a British attempt to 
stall talks, is widely thought 
to have triggered Friday’s 
resumption of violence after 
mouths of political stale- 
mate. 

The Dublin government 
said bluntly that pursuing 
the election idea was a mis- 
take. 

^ believe the idea of hav- 
ing an election of the kind 
suggested inmiediately after 
the resuit^oa of violence 
would pour petrol on the 
flames. I rhink it would be a 
serious nustake” Irish 
Prime Minister John Bruton 
said Sunday. 

Geny Adams, leader of 
the IRA's political wing 
Sinn Fein, accused the 
British government of bad 
^th, dishonesty and nega- 
tivity in the 17 months since 
the truce. 

‘The British govemment 
and the Unionists erected 
one obstacle after another to 
frustrate every attempt to sit 
down around the negotiat- 
ing table,” ^fr. Adams wrote 
in the Guardian newspaper 


Monday. 

have witnessed bad 
faith and dishrmesty, new 
preconditions, stalling, neg- 
ativity and provocation,” 
Mr. Adams added. 

Dublin is still pressing its 
new idea of “proximity 
talks” based on meetings 
held in Dayton, Ohio last 
year that led to a peace 
agreement for ex-Yugos- 
lavia. Sinn Fein wants all- 
party peace tdks to be held 
as soon as possible. 

Seonity was tightened in 
London and Belf^ follow- 
ing the bomb which is esti- 
mated to wrecked about one 
million square feet (93,000 
sq metres) of office space in 
the Docklands area in East 
London. Provisional esti- 
mates put damage at about 
£100 million ($153 mil- 
lion). 

Police carrying automatic 
weapons patrolled roads 
into the area and roadblocks 
were back in place in 
London’s most important 
financial district the city. 

“It could well be the inten- 


tion of the IRA to follow 
this with more attacks of a 
CTfnilflf nature, at any time, 
anywhere,” said Assistant 
Police Commissioo^ David 
\teness. 

Police were hoping to use 
close circuit tdevision 
footage from security cam- 
eras to help their hunt for 
die bombers. 

Tbe Times newspaper 
reported Monday that 
Britain’s MIS security ser- 
vice had warned of renewed 
IRA violeitte but did not 
ejqiect anything to happen 
before the beginning of 
March. 

It quoted security sources 
in Dublin and London as 
saying the IRA’s seven- 
member Provisicmal Anny 
Council had voted to 
resome tbe bombing cam- 
paign CO avert a split in the 
organisation. The IRA 
splintered in 1972 over the 
question of absutdoning its 
guerrilla tactics for peace 
talks. 


Pope returns from L. American trip 


ROME (R) — Pope John Paul returned to 
Italy Monday at tbe end of a week-long 
visit to Guatemala Nicaragua, El Salva^r 
and Venezuela airport officials said. 

Tbe plane carrying the Pope from Caracas 
arrived at Rome's Ciampino Airport at 9:55 
aoL tOSSS GMT). The virit was the 69th 
foreign trip tbe 75-year-old Pontiff has 
made since his election in 1978. 

On Sunday, he had addressed a huge exu- 
berant crowd of one nullioo who turaed out 
for tbe last mass of the trip at La Cariota 
Airport in (Caracas. 

Rumours abounded that he started to fee] 
unwell towards tbe end of tbe mass, but the 
Vatican denied them. Spokesman Joaquin 
Navairo-Valls said the “episode does not 
exist in any way”. 

As has bMD evident in all recent trips ^ 
and in the past week in Guatemala. 
Nicara^ and El Salvadcx^ — the Pope 
showed signs of and walked more slow- 
ly, the lingering effects of a hip replacement 
in 1994. 


Nevertheless, Pope John Paul delivered a 
vigorous hooiily at the airport mass, 
denouncing the corruption of Venezuelan 
society. 

Looking oat on the cloud-shrouded Avila 
Moutiun that overlooks Gu^as, the Pope 
urged the tnostly Catholic people of 
Venezuela to reject what he called the 
“idols of today.” he said these included 
“materialism and selfishness and their con- 
sequences, sensualism, hedonism, violence 
and corruption.” 

Various sectors of society in Venezuela 
ranging from politicians to tiie ju^ciary 
have been accused of corruption. 

In his homily, the Pope spoke of the peo- 
ple’s yearnings for a renewal of Venezuelan 
society and foe need to overcome tbe cur- 
rent crisis. 

During his two days In Venezuela tbe 
Pope saw for himself grinding poveity. His 
motorcade often pa^ed by shantytowns 
where barefoot chUdren played roear 
streamstumed into opea sewers. 



Australian Prime Minister Paul Keating autogr^hs a surftraard as his wife Aniuta 
(right) watches during a visit to the Mambo Factory in Sydney, makers fA surf wear 
products, during his election campaign Monday. Polls claim Mr. Keating’s Labour 
Parly is foiling Airtfaer behind tbe Liberal-National Coalition parties for tbe March 2 
election (Reuter photo) 


Howard outbids Keating on health 


BRISBANE (R) — Australian opposition 
leader John Howard, riding high in the 
opinion polls two weeks before a general 
election, displayed a new. kinder image 
Monday and outUd Prime Minister Paul 
Keating on promised health qiending. 

Ml. Howard, a conservative once firmly 
opposed to Australia’s Medicare public 
hedfo insurance system, said he would 
maintain Medicare and reinforce it with pri- 
vate health insurance incentives aimed ai 
taking foe strain off foe public system. 

this policy will do is to buttress 
both compooents,” said Mr. Howard, who 
is favourite to win the March 2 ballot 

“It's a double-fisted defence of the com- 
plete health system,” he told a news confer- 
ence in foe nonhern city of Brisbane. 

Mr. Howard’s health plan is crucial to his 
goal of ending 1 3 years of labour rule. It is 
aimed at soothing fears that a conservative 
goverumeoi would butcher tbe public 
health system. 

Opinion polls consistently show health as 
a major election issue and most voters 
want foe public system retained. 

The opposition's campaign pledge to 
scrap Medicare played a big part in its 1993 
election defeat,, its fifth consecutive loss 
despite Labour then presiding over a jobless 
rate of 1 1 per cent 

Mr. Howard has been at pains throughout 
foe campaign to paint himself as a more 
moderate and much less threatening alter- 
native than foe opposition's 1993 leader, 
economist John Hewson. 

In campaigning for foe last elections, Mr. 
Keating attacked Mr. Hewson and his coali- 
tion of Liberal and National parlies as right 
wing ideologues bent on slashing govern- 
ment spending and raising tax. 

Mr. Keating then overcame a hefty poll 
deficit and all predictions to wii7 the 1993 


election. But now he trails even further 
behind, by almost nine percentage points, 
and faces an oppooeut offeiiog for less rad- 
ical policies. 

Mr. Howard's health plan, wUd) would 
cost 600 million Austr^ian dollars ($400 
million) per year by 1998/99 (July/June), is 
foe latest of a string of policies designed not 
to upset foe electorate. 

L^onr. has pledged to spend 440 miUion 
Australian doUars on health by 1998/99. 

Mr. Howard has pledged not to cut wages 
under his l^x>ur-market policy and to ^nd 
over ] billion Australian dollars on tbe 


environmenL 

Mr. Keating has struggled to persuade 
voters that Mr. Howard is a hardline right- 
wing^. failing again on Sunday ni^t’s 
televised showdown debate which Mr. 
Howard used to again assure voters be 
would not cut wages, raise taxes or destroy 
Medicare. 

The host Channel 9 Network's studio 
audience gave Mr. Keating a narrow victo- 
ry over Mi. Howard in the del^e, the first 
of two to be showed live on TV, but news- 
paper polls gave it to Mr. Howard. 

Mr. Keating awoke to more bad news ear- 
lier that day, when Labour's grip on power 
in foe northern state of C^eensland was 
effectively broken with the loss of vital sup- 
port from an independem in foe state parlia- 
ment 

Sole independent MP Liz Cunningham 
said she would back foe opposition conser- 
vative coalition, robbing Labour of its leg- 
islative majority. 

Her move ended a deadlock after a 
Labour loss in a state seat by-election this 
month gave both Labour and the opposition 
44 seats each. Labour now faces a no-con- 
fldence motion it is sure to lose when state 
parliament resumes in the next few weeks. 


former 


press aide 
turns 


invective 


on Yeltsin 


MOSCOW (R) — Pcesi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin’s sharp- 
tongued former press 
spokesman, 'N^ach^lav 
Kostikov, has quit as 
Russia's ambassador to foe 
Vatican, accusing his old 
chief of being power-hun- 
gry and manipulable. 

“Power is his concu- 
'•'biiU:'', said Mr. Kostikov in 
■^'leievisioo -interview, fi- 
nally tuniing his renowned 
invective i^;ainst his old 
bos. 

Russian news agencies 
Monday linked tbe 55- 
year^ld Kostikov’s resig- 
nation from foe Vatican 
post to potentially explo- 
sive “kiss-and-tell” mem- 
oirs he has penned ^ut 
bis tlnee years inside tbe 
Kremlin. 

Tbe tnemoixs. Parting 
^fo The Presi^t, have 
yet to be published. But in 
brief excerpts in a weekly 
newspqier hfr. Kostilmv is 
particolarly critical of tbe 
huge influence wielded 
inside tbe Kremlin by Ml. 
Yeltsio’s personal bo^- 
goacd and eminence grise. 
General Alexander Kor- 
zhakov. 

In a two-part interview 
screened on NTV iudepen- 
deot television Sunday, Mr. 
Kostikov, while clearly 
retaining some adsuration 
for his old boss, said the 
65-year-old Kremlin leader 
had no real democratic 
instincts. 

“He does not have his 
.QWD democratic convic- 
tions and never fod. He is 
first of all a roan of power,” 
Mr. Kostikov sud in his 
interview in his study, with 
a photograph of himself 
and Mr. Yeltsin neafoy on a 
small bureau. 

“He is of course a man 
who knows how to domi- 
nate and likes to dominate. 
Power is his ideology, his 
friend, his concubine, his 
oustress, his passion,” Mr. 
Kostikov said. 

Tbe Foreign Mioistjy 
would not coufinn Mr. 
Kostikov's resignation 
from foe Vatican post 
which he took up ^er 
stepping down as Mr. 
Yeltsin's press secretary in 
November ISW. 

But Rusriao news agen- 
cies quoted foe Foreign 
Minis^ as saying fais 
activities were “incompati- 
ble with his status as a 
diplomatic representative 
of Russia”. 

Mr. Kostikov, a fornter 
journalist, was the scourge 
of Mr. Yeltsin’s poiiticd 
oppotients during foe three 
year> he was the Kremlin 
leader’s mouthpiece, refer- 
riwg to them on various 
r-ccasions as “cockroach- 
es” and “political scum”. 
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South Korean students scuHIe with riot polioe in fixMit of the Japanese embassy in 
central Seoul on Monday as part of their demonstration to protest against Tol^o^ 
claims that South Korea^ easternmost Tokdo Islands belong to Japan (Reuter photo) 


Seoul plans exercise near disputed islets 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea will hold mili- 
tary exercises this month around islands 


whose ownership is dirouted with J^an. 
tbe domestic Yoohap ^tews Agency said 


Monday. 

Yonbsq), quoting Defence Mimstry offi- 
cials, said foe navy and air force exercises 
would be held near Tokdo, two rodcy 
Islands which Japan calls Tal^hima, this 
momh and possibly as early as Wedne^y. 

Uneasy relations between Seoul and 
Tokyo worsened last week, with South 
Korean dtizens' groups taking to the streets 
to protest against renewed Japanese claims 
to tbe island. 

About 30 masked representatives of tbe 
groups Monday burned the Japanese flag in 
front of tbe Japanese embassy in Seoul acfter 
delivering a letter of protest. 

About 100 protesters also held a noisy 
anti-Japanese rally in a Seoul park, waving 
banners denouncing J^»n and uiging Seotil 
10 consider severing diplomatic ties. 

Yoohap said tbe exercise would involve 
destroyers, high-speed patrol boats, anti- 
submarine helicopters and air force fight- 
ers. 

A Defence Minisiiy spokesman declined 
to confirm foe report “We have not made 
any aonouncemeot on the exercise. The 
Defence Ministry and foe Foreign Ministry 
are discussing tite matter,” be said without 
giving any details. 

In an escalating row over the islands, 
members of parliament from Japan's ruling 
coalition parties Sunday called off a visit to 
Seoul after South Korean Presideot Kim 


Young-Sam canceDed a meeting with tiiem. 

Mr. Kim also threatened to scrap a meet- 
ing with Japanese Prune Minister Ryutaro 
H^himoto during an Asia-Europe meeting 
of beads of government in Bangkok next 
month. 

A South Korean family and a bandfiil of 
marine police live on Tokdo, baixen out- 
crops roughly halfway between foe two 
countries. 

Japanese Foreign Minister Yukihiko 
sparked Korean outrage last week by 
lodging a diplomatic protest against wmk 
begun by South Korea to improve a wharf 
on foe islands. He again asseited sovereign- 
ty- 

South Korea said it would go ahead with 
foe WQik. 

On Saturday a spokesman for President 
Kim Iffanded Tokyo’s daim to the islands 
“preposterous” acid “intolerable” and said 
Japan was a gain “glorifying its past 
crimes”. 

The hanfline official response, just two 
months before general elections, plays well 
with a Korean public that is ultra-sensative 
about Tokyo's brutal 35-year colonisation 
of foe Korean p^osula that ended in 1945. 

Japan has claimed the islaixls since 1905 
when it signed an agreement with Korea 
that paved foe way for colonisation. Seoul 
has stationed security police on tbe islands 
since 1954. 

Seoul officials said Korean dauns to tbe 
island dated back to the year 512 and were 
well-documented. 


Rao under attack from opposition 


NEW DELHI (AEE*) 7 :r' Jadia's main oppo- 
sition patty laoDCbed a harsh attack on 
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao 
Mond^, accusing him of attempting to 
cover Dp his role in tbe country’s worst cor- 
ruption scandal. 

Tbe Hindu-revivalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP, Indian People’s Parfy) 
described Me Rao, 74, as “a ^litidan with 
not only a perverse mind but with bard 
criminal habits.” 

BJP spokesman Krisban Lai Sbaima said 
foe premier was trying to prevent foe 
Central Bureau of luvestigaiioD (CBl) from 
probing charges that be also took bribes 
from Surendra Jain, a businessman at tbe 
heart of tbe scandal. 

“Tbe PM is covering up his misdeeds,” 
Mr. Sharma told AFP. ‘lie is vindictive 
cowards tbe opposition. A man who started 
(off in 1991) with a pledge to pursue tbe 
politics of consensus is now brat upon total 
confrontation. 

“He is confronting everybody, tbe opposi- 
tion as well as colleagues in his own parfy,” 
Mr. Shanna said. 

It was one of the harshest attacks on Mr. 
Rao by the BJP, whose President Lai 
Krishna Advani Yas been accused by tbe 
CBl of accepting huge bribes from Nfr. Jain, 
tbe key figure behind foe $21-rai1Iion scan- 
dal. 

Mr. Advani, who quit pariiameni follow- 


ing tbe allegation, has denied charges of 
ta^g money from Mr. Jain, who alle^dly 
paid bribes to 115 top politiciaDs of all 
shades, as well as bureaucrats, between 
1988 and 1991. 

The scandal has stunned India, and is 
expected to cost almo st all political parties 
heavily in general elections expect in 
April. Most analysts believe foe nation- 
wide baUot will result in a bung parliament 

Mr. Jain has alleged that be also gave 
money to Ml Rao shortly after be became 
prime minister in June 1991, but did not 
enter his name in two diaries in which be 
listed payments to tbe 115 other alleged 
recq7ients. Tbe diaries have been seized by 
CBl. 

BJP's Sbaima said Mr. Rao was farcing 
foe CBl to go slow in investigating his own 
role in tbe scandal. ‘IHe is trying to push tbe 
scandal under foe carpet now that his name 
has been dragged ioto it,” Mr. Shanna said. 

Mr. Rao's Congress (1) Party reacted 
angrily to tbe BJP statement. 

They (BJP) have become desperate,” 
Congress spotosman Vitbal Gadgil saifo 
“They are completely discredited and have 
lost thetr self-proclaimed image of a pure 
party ... That is why this veaonL” 

The BJP is the second largest grouping in 
parliament, and also governs three Indian 
states and tbe city of New Delhi. 


Russia Conununists unite 


ahead of presidential poll 


MOSCOW (R) — A hardline Communist 
splinter group has promised to back the 
expected candidacy of Russia's mainstream 
Communist leader Gennady Zyuganov in 
his bid for tbe presidency, ITAR-TASS 
news agency said. 

Tbe agency said a gathering of 20, mostly 
radical Communist groups and parties, 
decided late Sunday to back tbe single can- 
didate to be notninated this Thursday at a 
Moscow conference of Mr. Zyuganov's 
Communist Party. 

The name of foe candidate is still official- 
ly under wraps but political conunentaiors 
say foere is little doubt that party lead^ 
Zyuganov, a former technical college 
teacher who led foe Communists to a big 
win in foe December parliamentary elec- 
tion. will be named. 

Out of the 20 parties taking port in 
Sunday's meeting, the most important was 
the Working Russia Party, a haidline splin- 
ter group led by Viktor Anpilov which did 
surprisingly well in the December poll. 

Mr. Anpilov's party, which pursues a clas- 
sic Marxist-Leninist ideologies!] line and 
wants the restoration of Soviet power, did 
not clear the five per cent barrier needed to 
form a separate faction in pariiamem. 

But it won more than four per cent of the 
overall vote on party, lists, outperforming a 
key reformist party led by former acting 
Prime Minister Yegor Gaidar. 


Mr. Zyuganov's party won over 22 per 
rent of foe vote and is now the biggest fac- 
tion in parliament, controlling niore 
one third of tbe places in the State Doma 
lower house. 

Some of the orthodox Communist groups 
have accused Mr. Zyuganov of shifting to 
- soda] democracy and abandoning ideology. 

But their decision to back him seems 
aimed at rallying all Communist forces to 
beat President Boris Yeltsin who is expect- 
ed to announce his decision to run for re- 
election also this Thursday in his home city 
of Yekaterintxirg. 

Mr. Yeltsin himself, who is trailing Mr. 
Zyuganov in foe latest opinion polish also 
won support Sunday — but it was of the 
unwelcome kind. 

Interfax News Agency said that after 
much haggling, radical nationalist groups in 
foe .second city of Sl Petersburg decided to 
back Mr. Yeltsin, rather than Mr. Zyuganov 
or any other prominent nationalist leader, 
because of his use of “tough military mea- 
sures in Chechenya”. 

Their suppon was likely to make Mr. 
Yeltsin fold his aides cringe. 

The 65-year-old Kremlin leader has lost 
support from most of foe liberals due to foe 
army campaign in CTiechenya and is now 
trying to find a peace formula that puts less 
emphasis on military force. 


China to close 
herbal medicine 
markets 


BEUING (R) — China will 
SDspend new pemnis -for 
factories producing tradi- 
tional Chinese heit^ med- 
icines and dose many mar- 
kets to curb what officials 
Monday said was chaos in 
the bnrgeoning market 
“There is a lot of fake med- 
icine on tbe mazltet,” an 
offidal of the State Admi- 
nistration of Traditional 
Chinese Medicine told 
Renters. “Even iMDoed nar- 
cotics are avaUabte.” Adul- 
teration of traditional 
herbal medicines, availaUe 
without a doctor’s presoip- 
ti(m, had disabilities 

and deafos, . the state-run 
fThina Daily quoted fitealth 
Ministry offals as say- 
ing. The growing peculiari- 
ty of traditional herbal 
ID receot yeazs 
and higher spending power 
of Chinese a& a tkoU of 
economic reforms have 
triggered a boom in tbe 
iodostiy. Demand for such 
expensive remedies as 
Ginseng has soared, creat- 
ing a ready maiket for 
fakes. The problem has 
brou^t chaos to China's 
herbs markets. Tbe Peo- 
ple's Daily, mouti^ece of 
the ruling Communist 
Parfy, blam^ much of foe 
confosioD on regional pro- 
tectionism and lax punish- 
ment by local judicial offi- 
dals. 


‘Curse of Uluru’ 
haunts visitors 


SYDNEY (R) — Tourists 
who pocketed pieces of 
Austr^ia’s most famous 
rode have begun to mail 
them back to tbe outback 
Uluru National Park, com- 
plaining foe souvenirs 
brought a curse on their 
lives, the park’s manager 
said Monday. Julian Btary, 
who is encouraging belief 
in the curse to sou- 
^vaair-biiiitziig at zbe '/pek, 
said be had received “a few 
lockages a month” for the 


last' two years frcmi people 
who felt their small lun^ 
of rock brought notbing but 
bad luck. “It's normally 
either pepfrfe who have had 
bad luck or they have beard 
they (tbe rocks) might be 
bad lu^,” Mr. Barry told 
Reuters by telephone from 
Uluru, fermerly known as 
Ayers Rock, about 2,000 
kilometres west of Sydney. 
“We have had a very large 
wbeelbarcow-load of rocks 
returned in the last two 
years,” he said. National 
Park officials and the 
rock’s aboriginal owners 
refer to them as “con- 
sdence rocks”, he added. 
Mr. Barry gave Reuters a 
copy of a letter he 
described as fypical of the 
dozens he had received 
conylaining of a curse. In 
it, a New Zealand mao 
writes that fais son has suf- 
fered “so mneh bad luck” 
since taking the souvenir 
years earlier. The son’s 
father-in-law died and tbe 
foe son broke bis back in a 
motorcycle accident, lost 
two dogs to road accidents 
and suffered even more 
heart-bieaidDg hardships, 
foe author wrote. 
“Bankzu]Kcy seems to be 
reasonably common as 
well,” Mr. Barry said, 
adding foe letters 
from around the worid. 


Hippos send 
naked bathers 
fleeing 


NAIROBI (AFP) — nuee 
rogue hippos sent naked 
bafoers fleeing for their 
lives at foe weekend — but 
they returned with spears, 
foe East African Standard 
reported Monday. The 
newspaper said foe hippos, 
in a river near the western 
Kenyan town of Nfigori, 
evaded their pursuers, who 
were “ttiirsting for meat," 
by swimming upstream. 
Some of foe bathers ex- 
pressed fears that a witch- 
doctor convicted of keep- 
ing a killer crocodile in the 
river eight years ago might 
have used his chgfmg to 
bring the hippos on a simi- 
inr mission, the Standard 
said. 
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Manila; 
Chinese 
pirate 
ship is a 
naval-type 
craft 

MANILA (R) — The Phi- 
lippine miliinr>' said Mon- 
day u suspected pirate nhip 
seized in a gunbaitJe on the 
weekend was a naval-type 
craft manned by 3 Chinese 
crew and believed dis- 
guised 10 look like a civil- 
ian vesitel. 

Bnt armed forces chief 
General Arturo Enrile said 
the milit^ was convinced 
the Chinese government 
hod no knowledge of the 
aedviries of Chinese pirates' 
preying on cargo ships 
inside Philippine waters. 
The Philippine Navy said 
it captured the ship aiKl its 
20 member crew Saturday 
after it had tried 10 ram one 
of tte bouts near the former 
U.S. naval base in Subic 
Bay, which Manila has 
turned into a free pon. 

Asked if the 120-foot 
vessel belonged to the 
same group of suspected 
Chinese pirates who cla- 
shed with the navy in the 
same area on Jan. 22. Gen. 
Emile told reporters: '*We 
are not sure, bur consider- 
ing that they are using the 
same type of ship.. .coastal 
patrol interdiction craft, wc 
ore checking." 

**I( is possible they had 
disguised it so it would 
look like something else." 
said a navy official who 
asked not to be identified. 

Gen. Enrile said the mili- 
tary had not found evi- 
dence to suggest the crew 
manning the heavily-rusted 
ship were off-duty Chinese 
navypersoond. “These are 
jun r^)ort5...But rrathing 
yet. We have to check this." 

There was no immediate 
comment from the Cbin^ 
■£mb9ssy,.,.u,..:. 

„ Geo. Enrile urged talk^ 
with China to curb future 
iDtrusioos by Chinese ships 
. into Philippine waters. 

“We should be able to 
somehow inform China 
that things of ihi.s nature 
are happening and that 
some kirxl of dialogue 
should be conduaed. not 
necessarily filing a diplo- 
matic complaim," he said. 

Foreign Secretary Oomi- 
Dgo Siazon said he had pro- 
posed talks with China on a 
joint patrol to stop piracy in 
the South China Sea and 
the matter could be taken 
up during regular consulta- 
tions, in March in Manila. 

The Chinese had said 
they would study the pro- 
posal, be said. 

Mr. Siazon said the 
Hiilippines would lodge a 
protest with China over the 
weekend incident only if 
the navy proved Chinese 
government personnel 
were involved in the intru- 
sion. 

“If they are indeed 
Chinese PLA (Petrie's 
Liberation Army), then 
we'U have to protest." be 
said. "As we have our own 
scallywags, they also have 
theirs." 

Diplomatic sources said 
about 12 suspected Chinese 
ships had intruded into 
waters around Subic Bay 
since August, many of 
them believed to be prey- 
ing on cargo vessels leav- 
ing the port. 

Navy chief Vice Admiral 
Pio Carranza said he sus- 
pected the latest ship wa.s 
involved not only in piracy 
but in smuggling human 
cargo into the Philippines. 

Police in recent years 
have reported sightings of 
foreign ships allegedly 
unloading Chinese nation- 
als on shores of the 
main island df Luzon. 

The navy reponed an 
exchange of gunfire before 
(he boat was seized. Gen. 
Enrile said no firearms 
were found on the vessel 
because they were appar- 
ently among ihe items the 
crew jettisoned before they 
were captured. 

The ship’s crew is being 
held for questioning in 
naval headquarters in 
Manila. 



\ {pant boulder on a collapsed tunnel is dynamited Monday as part of rescue works 
for 20 people who are trapped inside the Toyohama 'Ainnel tn Furubira on Japan’s 
nonhem island of Hokkaido. Rescue workers again failed to blast the giant boulder 
off from the tunnel (Reuter photo) 

New bid to unblock Japan tunnel fails 


TOKYO «R) — Rescue workers Monday 
again failed lo blast a giant boulder from a 
collapsed Japanese road tunnel where 2(.I 
people have been trapped in an ic> icunh for 
more than two days. 

The second attempt in two days to use 
dynamite to dislodge the mumnioih rock 
slab from the tunnel’s shattered roof barely 
moved the gi:im boulder which weighs 
about 50,000 tonnes. 

The rock slab crashed through the tunnel 
roof Saturday morning trapping 19 people 
in a bus and a lone motorist in a car. 

On Sunday, rescue workers used 220 kilo- 
grammes of dynamite in fhelr first unsuc- ' 
cessful attempt to move the boulder so they 
could get to the victims from the roof. 

The same amount of explosives was used 
in the latest attempt but with the same 
resulL 

The explosion merely clipped off the bot- 
tom edge of the 60 metre high and 40 metre 
wide slab und it just slipped further down 
from its upright position on top of the 
crushed tunnel. 

Relatives gave permission for the two 
blasting operations in a desperate anempt to 
find out if their loved one.s were still alive. 

The tragedy happened when the giant 
tear-shaped rock slab slid off the side of u 


mountain overlooking tlie tunnel and 
speared inru il.s ru«>f, opening .1 breach 
through w hich poured dozens t»f tonnes of 
dehri> at about S a.m. S.uiirday <2300 GMT 
1-ridayj. 

Workers, who can see the crushed front 
and back of the bus, have detected no sign 
of movemcnis or sound.s since rescue work 
stitficd. 

When the rock slab fell, a 40-metre 
.stretch of the ceiling cru.shed down from 
just inside one of the entrances of the 1,086 
metro long Toyohama Tunnel about 50 
kilometres nonhwesi oCHokkaido's capital 
cify ofvSapporo. . < 

*fhe rupture started t^fore the tunnel bur- 
rows' iritqf the mountain through which it 
passes bn a highway running along die Sea 
of Japan coast between the towns of Yoichi 
and Furubirx 

Geology experts .said landslides were a 
con.siant hazard on Hokkaido, an island 
regularly shuked by earthquakes and blan- 
keted by snow for up to .six months of the 
year. 

They .said earth tremors first opened small 
crack.s in rock.s which were widened by ice 
forming in them from the constant .snow 
leading to regular massive rock falls. 


Americans want political system 
pulled up from its roots — poll 


WASHINGTON (.AFP) — Americans are 
so disgusted with their poliiicul system that 
nearly half agree it \> like poison ivy and 
should be pulled “up from its roots, a new 
poll reveals. 

The survey, ctmducied between Jun. 29 
and Feb. 4 by Brown University in the 
northeastern state of Rhode Island, found 
that only 14 per cent of respondents believe 
public otfici^s will do what i.s right most of 
the rime. 

In 1957, 75 per cent thought politicians 
would do the right thing most of the time. 

But respondents w-ere evenly split when 
asked if a third political party, to compete 
with the current Democrat and Republican 
hegemony, would improve matters. Forty 
per cent 'stud it would, while 45 per cent 
said it would not. 

‘it's time we cleaned house," said Audrey 
Hendrick of Califomix w’ho punicipaied in 
follow-up questions by the polIsierN. 
"There’s too much of what they coll lobby- 
ing and I call corruption — corporate cor- 


ruption. 

Brown political scientist Darrell West, 
who conducted the survey, .said be was 
''stunned’’ by the results because Americans 
tend to be cenirisi and moderate. 

The “poison ivy" question, which Mr. 
West found the most troubling of the 
answers, asked respondents if they agreed 
that the current political system is like “poi- 
son ivy, und the only solution is to pull it up 
from its roots." 

Nearly half agreed. 

Other findings in the poll of 927 adults: 

— Over 70 per cent said the federal gov- 
ernment’s decision-making process is either 
poor of just fair. 

* — Some 42 per cent said they did not care 
which party controlled Congress — taken 
by Republicans in 1994 for the first lime in 
40 years — while 7 1 per cent said they did 
core which party held the presidency. 

— Two-thirds say democracy will either 
slay the same or worsen in coming yeare. 


14 feared dead in swollen S. Africa river 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Founeen South 
African adulLs and children are feared 
drowned after iheir truck was found in a 
swollen river, police .said .Monday. 

Torrential rains, welcomed by farmers in 
drought-hit northern areas of South Africa, 
claimed at least another three lives at the 
weekend. 

Police said their divers had joined the 
search for the driver and 13 passengers 
who.se vehicle was swept off a low-lying 
bridge near Mount Frere in the Eastern 
Cape last Thursday. 

"Police and local people have been 
searching for the bodies since they noticed 
the people had gone missing.” Inspector 
.Maphelo Ngame told Reureis. 

"On Friday people s;iw the van in whicli 
[hey had travelled washed tip on the river 
bank...and 'because there were .school uni- 
forms and articles found in the van we sus- 
pect children arc among those drowned." 

Three people were killed over the week- 
end in lotTCnria! rains in South Africa’s 
northern province, one ot the lust parts ol 


the country still uffecicd by drought. 

One woman died when her mud hut col- 
lapsed and u man und woman drowned ufier 
being washed away by rivers bursting their 
franks, police s'aid, adding two other people 
were missing after apparently being swept 
uwuy. 

The parched Tzanecn area in the fur north, 
close to South Africa's Kruger National 
Park, received 376 mm of rain Friday and 
Saturday, the heaviest falls for years in one 
of the lust drouglu-ufiecied puns of the 
country. 

Waier authorities said they expected per- 
ilously low reservoirs would now fill up 
wiili adequate reseives 

Water shortages further lowtirds the south 
coast were banished by heavy rainfolks in 
December, at the .si:in of one of wettest 
summers for years 

In the worst l1>«uding. over I5U )>eople 
died on Chrisir.ia.s Day when up to 8.5 
metres of wai;r smashed through black 
townships clo--e to PicternY.\ritzburg, near 
the port of D >rban. 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, February 13, 1996 

i— — 

Dudayev says Chechenya war 
could spread ‘to rest of Europ 
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ISTANBUL (AFP) — 
Chechen separatist leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev, inter- 
viewed in his rebel hideout, 
warned that the bloody coo- 
flict in the Russian republic 
could spread to the rest of 
Europe, the daily Sabah said 
Monday. 

"Europe is merely watch- 
ing the (Ru5sian) attacks on 
u$. Let them watch, we will 
spread this war into 
Europe." .Vlr. Dudayev told 
the lstanbul-ha.sed doily. 

The paper said Mr. 
Dudayev, who defi^ Mos- 
cow during his three-year 
rule as Ctechen president 
by unilaterally declaring 
Chechenya independent, 
was questioned In an exclu- 
sive inien-iew recently in 
rebel headquarters in an 
unspecified location of 
Chechenya. 

He vowed that “the Che- 
chen war will first spread to 
the whole of the Caucasu.s, 
... then 10 Turkey, and then 
to Europe, and cvemually it 
will lead to the third world 
war." 

“.And in Chechenya. our 
war will conunue for de- 
cades. until the last Chechen 
is killed." .Mr. IhhJayev 
said. 

He accused the Moscow- 
backed Chechen govern- 
ment led by Doku Zavgayev 
of betraying the Chechen 
people, and said his role had 
tmpiemenied Islamic 
Shariah Law in this .Muslim 
republic with a population 
of 1.2 million. 

Mr. Dudayev said Russian 
prisoners-of-war in rebel 


Chechen hands were being 
treated according to Shariah 
Law but he did not elabo- 
rate. Mr. Dudasev al>o 
claimed to have mobilised 
over 300.000 fighters in the 
war against Ru.ssix 

The two Sabah journalists 
who interviewed Mr. 
Dudayev said ihe> hod 
entered Chechenya from 
Russia's autonomous 
Republic of Dagestan on the 
eastern border, bribing 
Russian troops at several 
checkpoini.K on their way. 
This was the first inierview 
by .Mr. Dudayev published 
in recent months. 

.A former Soviet -Air Force 
general considered a “war 
hero” by Moscow in the 
Afghanistan confiici, .Mr. 
Dudayev become Chechen- 
ya's president and declared 
the region’s independence 
in 1991 in the final days of 
the Soviet Union. 

In December 1994 Rus- 
sian force*; poured into 
Chechenya — which is of 
strategic importance 10 
.Moscow as it lies on an oil- 
rich route leading right over 
to Azerbaijan — to crush 
the Independence drive but 
foiled to capture Mr. 
Dudayev who has kept up 
the rebellion in hiding. 

The Chechenya confiici 
already touched Turkey in 
January when nine pro- 
Chechen gunmen, mainly 
Turkish nationals of Cauca- 
sus origin, hijacked a ferry 
operating between Turkish 
a^ Ru.ssiun Black Sea pons 
with over 2lX) people, main- 
Iv Russians, on board in a 


show of support for the 
Chechen rebellion. 

Tlie ihrec-day . action 
ended peacefully on Jan. 19 
O.S Turkish authorities per- 
suaded the gunmen to sur- 
render near Uianbul. 

-Mr. Dudayev s:./i the 
hijackers had not acted 
upon hts orders, but ex- 
pressed gratitude to them 
tor bringing the Chechenya 
question into the world’s 
agenda. He also called on 
the other .Muslim peoples in 
the Caucasus' to revolt 
against Russian .sovereign- 
ty. 

Over 2.5 million people of 
north Caucasian origin, 
including some SO.OOO eih- 
nic Chechens, live in 
Turkey. Their ancestors fied 
to the’ country during the 
Ottoman period in the 19th 
century to escape Russian 
occupation of their lands. 

Dc^pite Turkey's official 
position urging u peaceftil 
senJemeni in Chechenya 
iha: preserves Russia's terri- 
loriid integriiv. a majority of 
Turks, mainly nationalists 
and religious circles, sym- 
phathise with the revolt of 
their fellow .Muslims in 
Chechenya. 

.Moscow has ticcused 
.Ankara of failing to stop the 
flow of arms and some vol- 
unteers from Turkey into 
Chechenya, a claim the Tur- 
kish government rejects. 

.Meanwhile Russian sol- 
diers in the Chechen capital 
Grozny said .Vlonday that 
they were blowing up the 
.staircases inside the ruins of 
the former presidential 


palace to prevent people 
entering the upper fioo.*^ of 
the ruin. 

"We are blowing up the 
stairs so that future demon- 
strators will not he able to 
h^g Chechen flags from 
the top, or banners on the 
walls," a Russian guard said 
after a large e.x.plosion wen: 
off from the centr.d build- 
ing. 

The multi-siorev co.ncreie 


building. 


where 


Mr. 


Dudayev had his ofrices for 
three years and rebels held 
out for weeks against 
Russian uitucks in January 
1994, is in ruins, but the 
stairs were still accessible. 

The building, now sym- 
bolic of the unii-Russian 
uprising, was the centre of a 
week-long demcr.SLraiion 
by thousands of people Out 
ended early Sundry. During 
the protest, the Chechen 
pro-independence support- 
ers hung portraijs of Mr. 
Dudayev and rebel flags 
from the walls cf the ex- 
presidency. 

.After violently dsNpersing 
the demonstration, one of 
the first things P.ussian 
security forces did was to 
remove the flags lutd ban- 
ners. 

Russian .soldiers fought 
for three weeks to capture 
the building in January' 
1994 after two weeks of 
aerial bombing of the city. 
The Chechen defenders 
finally pulled out after a 
massive penetration bomb 
was dropped, slicing 
through all 1 1 floor.s before 
exploding in the bunker. 


Taiwan takes steps 
to ease China tensions 

TAIPEI (Rj — Taiwan announced .Monday it wus forming 
a top-Ievd group to ease mounting tensions with China 
und help shore up flagging economic confidence. 

The move coincided with a wanting by Defence Minister 
Chiang Chung-Ling that China was massing troops for a 
large-scale military exercise near Taiwan. 

• “Th«i presidcnt..is extremely concerned over people’s 
.wonics.caused.bjy, cwss-snait (Taiwan-Chi oa) rd ations," 
said Premier Lien Chan in a~aCa^ment ahnoundag the 
working-group which includes cabinet inembeis. 

“Today’s meeting hopes to stabilise the political and eco- 
nomic condition and strengthen people's confidence so 
that the histt^ presklenbal election can be smoothly com- 
pleted." the statement added. 

There was no prediction of when China would begin the 
military exercises but tension's have been rising ahead of 
Taiwan's first presidential elections scheduled for March 
23. 

President Lee Teng-Hui Is the front-runner but bis popu- 
larity has fallen as sabre-nmling by China has shaken busi- 
ness confidence. 

The working group aims to case tensions w'ith China, 
strengthen security during the elections and adopt mea- 
sures to restore 'economic confidence, the statement said. 

Mr. Lien's ^atement added that the government should 
also help industries restructure, assist small and medium- 
sized firms olKain funds and land as well as speed up the 
government’s public spending progranune. 

It did not give details of the economic measures, nor did 
it say how the government would ease tension with China. 

Finance Minister Lin Chen-Kuo told reporters separately 
that the govemmeni might announce measures later 
Mont^y 10 boost the real estate market and revive share 
prices which fell 27 per cent in 1995. 

The Taiwan weighted index climbed 1.90 per cent to 
4,866.8 1 as news of the planned market-boosting measures 
emerged during the last hour of trade. 

Defence Minister Chiang quoted intelligence reports as 
showing that China has airlifted troops from Beijing to 
buses in Fujian province opposite Taiwan. 

"At ibis time, the Chinese Communists' military' aciivi- 
lies show that they are preparing for a large-scale military 
exercise involving the army, navy and air force," Mr. 
Chiang said. 

A Hong Kong new.spaper reponed this month that some 
400.0(X) troops would t^e pan in a month-long exercise 
along the coa<a of Fujian province. Taiwan share prices 
tumbled on the repon but have recovered somewhat since. 

China has regarded Taiwan as a renegade province since 
1949. 

Military exorises are an intimidating reminder of 
Beijing's threat 10 attack Taiwan if it declares dependence. 

Taiwan’s current economic problems have been panioily 
caused by the hostile tone China adopted toward Taipei 
after President Lee visited the United States in June last 
year. 

Beijing, which insists that Taipei is not entitled 10 foreign 
relations, locked on Mr. Lee's private trip to his alma 
mater Cornell University as a move toward independence. 

Fears of attack stoked by successive war games China 
has staged since last July prompted many investors to sell 
the Taiwan dollar in favour of safer foreign currencies. 
That in nim caused a tightening ir^ liquidity and com- 
pounded w'eakness in the real esiute und stock markets. 

Meanwhile Chinese Deputy Premier Zhu Rongji 
renewed Bcijing'.s accusations that President Lee is pursu- 
ing a policy of Taiwune.se independence in an intersiew 
with Monday's German doily Handelsbiun. 

“Lee Teng-Hui i.s the one who has kepi going further 
along the path to breaking Taiwan aw'ay from the Chinese 
fatherland," Mr. Zhu. currently visiting Germany, was 
quoted a.s saying. 

"While developing uciivitie.s aimed at creating 'one 
China and one Taiwan’ or 'two Chinas’, he is unscrupu- 
lously pursuing lire goal ofTaiw-tinese independence under 
(he cover of elastic diplomacy," Mr. Zhu added. 

He denied that Chinese miliiuiy manoeuvres in the 
Taiwan Stniiis were intended to influence a presidential 
vote on Minch 23 and said they were simply “regular 
manoeuvres". 




Japan's own-developed J-1 rocket blasts a*? from a 
launcher at Tanegasbima Space Centre in southwest- 
ern Japan Monday, carrying an experiniental plane 
K\'FLEX for developing a Japanese version of the 
space shuttle (Reuter photo) 

Japan loses plane in ocean 
after successful rocket launch 


TOKYO (Rl — Japan’s 
Space shuttle programme 
took one step forward and 
one back Monday w'hen a 
rocket carrying an experi- 
mental plane was bunched 
successfully but the plane 
was lost at sea on re-entry. 

Space agency officials 
said all went well with the 
JI rocket test carrying the 
hypersonic flight c.xperi- 
iriem (Hyfiex) plane until 
the plane splashed into the 
ocean on schedule 20 min- 
utes later 

Floats which uutoiruitical- 
1 > deploy to support the 
one-tonne plane until it cun 
be recovered failed to work 
and [he croft .sank. 

When retrieval crews 
arrived. Ihe floats were 
bobbing in the ocean but 
the 4.4 metre-long 1 14 feet) 
plane had broken free of a 
nylon rope attaching it 10 


the tubes and sunk. 

Crucial data on the ma.xi- 
mum temperature on re- 
entry to the Earth's atmos- 
phere and any damage the 
cral'i suffered was lost, 
dampening elation at the 
successful rocket launch. 

Hyflex was designed to 
collect data for use in deve- 
loping Hope, a Japanese 
version of the U.S. space 
shuttle. 

The eighi-ionne, 16 
metre-long (52 feet) hope, 
which Japan pla.ns to u.^te in 
unmanned explorations of 
the moon by the end of the 
century, would ‘oe launched 
from a mote powerful 
Jupane^« rocket. 

The total cost for devel- 
opment and production of 
the plane wa.s 6.4 billion 
Yen (S64 million). 
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Early elections, but why? 


NOW THAT die Israeli government bas fin^y 
decided to hold early elections instead of waiting imtfl 
the fall, the main concern is not whether Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres will win or not but rather what 
impact the poll would have on Syrian-lsraeli peace 
talks. It is almost a foregone condusion that the 
incumbent prime minister and his Labour Party will 
maintain much if not all of the current lead that they 
command over Beiyamin Ndanyahu and his Ukud 
Party. There is dso a consensus in Israd that the 
sooner the Knesset elections are hdd the wider would 
be the gap in popularity between the two sides in 
favour of Peres and his group. 

It may be surprising that Netanyahu, who is the 
Likud conten^r for the post of prime minister, has 
agreed to hold general elections earlier than was 
ori^nally scheduled. Coiild he be bankuig on the 
possible erosion of the wave of popularity that Peres 
and his party currently eiyoy? Or is he coveting 
surprises that he would spring up just before the 
IsTMlis go to the ballot boxes in May or June? 

Surdy the Likud pe<^e are not countii^ on the 
pact recaitiy s^ed between their party and the 
extreme right-wing party Tzomet to run a joint slate 
of candidates. Jmning hands with extremist groups 
cannot be exactly what the Likud needs to win given 
the backlash against the right genei^y caused by the 
campaign of hate propaganda that they had unleashed 
against the late Prime banister Yitzhak Rabin and his 
policies. Perhaps the Likud strategy might also rest on 
the conviction that Peres would commit a grave error 
along the way before the elections are held. 

No wonder the Israeli prime nunister is indirectly 
threatening to put the Isradi-Syrian peace talks on the 
backbumer for fear of appearing too soft with 
Damascus and to confirm the loi^-held view that he is 
not a hard-nosed leader when it comes to dealing with 
the Arab side especially the Syrians. Peres* plet^e to 
bold a plebiscite on any possible peace agreement that 
would entail a full Isr^i withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights musLbe seen as an effort by him to assure his 
people that contrary to the clai^. of the rightist 
factions their security will never be compromised and 
that they, and they idone, would have the final word 
on the issue. 

Against this backdrop, the impending Israeli elec- 
tions wUI remain a big gamble for both sides even 
though the current odds appear to favour Peres and 
his party. To win, Peres must tread a fine line till the 
elections time and avoid rocking the boat too much 
lest he lose his circumstantial lead. We, on the Arab 
side, have a stake in the continuation of the peace 
process on all fronts. Any roll back from any fdl or 
intermediate accord painstakingly struck between the 
various Arab parties and Israel as a result of the 
forthcoming Israeli elections will surely deal a death 
blow to the entire peace process. We trust that the 
Israeli voters will realise tte high stakes for regional 
peace when they cast their ballots one way or another 
in a few months. The last thing that the peoples of the 
area need is to pull the rug from under the peace 
r^me that has already been attained or to sabotage 
the peace probabilities on the remaining fronts. In the 
final analysis the Israeli voters will be voting for peace i 
or against peace in the Middle East and not only for 
one leader or another. Hopefully when the time 
comes, the Israelis will decide ultimately to do their 
share in the quest for peace, security and progress in 
this part of the world. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Commeating on Iraq's acceptance of U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 986 on the sale of part of Iraqi oil to 
secure food and medicine for the Iraqi people, a writer 
for A1 Ra’i daily said that the move was a wise one as 
it is aimed at ensuring the survival of the nation. Reso- 
lution 986 was considered as a humiliation to Iraq 
which had refused it in the past years, said Fahed A1 
Fanek. But Baghdad had to accept the deal which stip- 
ulates that the oil sale should take place under U.N. 
supervision in order to secure badly needed medicines 
and food supplies, argued the writen llie sale of oil is 
beneficial not only for the Ir^is but also for the almost 
broke United Nations Organisation which is to receive 
part of the profit in order to finance its operations of 
disposing of Iraq's mass destruction weapons, and for 
Turkey which has incurred huge losses since Iraq's oil 
stopped flowing through pipelines running through its 
territory, he pointed out. The writer suggested that the 
U.N. should at least issue a statement declaring that 
Baghdad’s acceptance of the U.N. resolution will by no 
means an ininn^ment on Iraq's sovereignty and tern-' 
torial integrity. 


A writer for A1 Dustour criticised the Ministry of 
Labour for failing to take drastic measures to reduce the 
number of guest workers and ensure employment for 
the jobless Jordanians. The fact that the ministry is con- 
tinuing to issue woik permits to non-Jordanians means 
that the government is condoning the growth number of 
non-Joidonian workers, whose number is estimated 
now at 120.000, said Mohammad Daoud. What is need- 
ed immediately, he said, is a brave move on the part of 
the ministry, drastically reducing the presence of for- 
eign woikers by refraining feom issuing work permits 
for most of the jobs and so ensuring that at least 60 per 
cent of the woikers in any institution are Jordanians. It 
is illogical, he said, to see at least 30 per cent of Jor- 
danian citizens living in poverty due to-unemployment 
while non-Jordanians have priority in employment, 
with open approval from the concerned authorities. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri ^ 
^ 


The Kabariti government and 


the road from protocol to history 


The new govemment of Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
l^ariti and its astonishing mandate from His Majesty 
King Hussein for a ‘'white revolution” may be a genera- 
tional turning point in modem Middle Extern history. 
Then again, it may prove to be only the usual brief excite- 
ment that accompanies all govemment changes in Jordan, 
a sort of local political musical chairs with much anticipa- 
tion and movement, resulting in only an exchange of seats 
when the music stops. Several a^cts of this new govern- 
ment strike me as significant, and most of them are relat- 
ed not to the govemment itself but rather to the bro^r 
political context in which it serves. 

Hrst, it is striking bow little the issue of pe^e and nor- 
malisation with Israel have figured in the designation and 
formation of the new govemment A reading of the desig- 
nation letter and subsequent statements by Sie prime min- 
ister and the government indicates the predominance of 
three policy issues: domestic political life, pan-Arab rela- 
tions, and the economy. Israel and our relations with it 
have become almost secondary. I suspect this is a reflec- 
tion of the second issue: 

A most important by-product of the peace-making 
process with Israel since late 1993, in my view, has been 
the shift in the monarchy's posture and leadership vi$-h- 
vis domestic political life; from its traditional role as the 
consensus-budding leader that was always above the fray 
of day-to-day domestic ideological b^e, it found itself 
I having to engage in the procedural equivalent of hand-to- 
! hand combat with the forces in Jordan that o(^)ose the 
peace treaty and nonnalis^on with Israel. M(»e specifi- 
cally, King Hussein and Crown l4ince Hassan personally 
had to cany the burden of explaining the benefits of peace 
I to tire inrriflnian people, aixl then agtun personally had to 
take on the opposition through press conferences and tele- 
vised meetings. 

The mcmarchy almost single-handedly promoted the Jor- 
dan ian-lsraeli peace process, o^n without much public or 
visible domestic backstopping by the last two govern- 
ments. Since 1993, the executive branch has been strik- 
ingly ineffective in either adequately expituning the 
mechanics and benefits of peace to the citizenry, or in 
eng^ng the Jordanian people in a consensus-building 
discussion on the matter (notice, for example, how little 
our public has learned about the many bilateral accords 
with Israel, compared, for example, with what the Ameri- 
can people heard about NAFTA). In personally selling the 
peace accord at home. King Hussein and the Royal fami- 
ly broke new ground for a monarchy whose success has 
^ways largely reflected its role as the conciliator, media- 
tor and consensus-generating leader that remained above 
the heat of domestic battle. The new government’s 
aq:>pointinem reverses the unusual domestic political con- 
figu^on of 1994-1995, and restores the monarchy to its 
national role as the source of broad political princip^es 
and leadeiiship that are translated into fact by tite actions 
of the executive branch and otJtete in .society. 

This lea^ me to the tbiid notable aspect of the new gov- 
ernment,; which is the king's call for a “pure, white revo- 
lution” and a “total and comprehensive overhaul of the 
state ^paratus and its upper ecbelons”. The enthusiasm 
that this call has generated in society has camouflaged foe 
extraordinary nature of the process we witness: revolution 
from the crown down. 

While in global historical terms it seems incongruous 
that a mona^y should foster revolutionary change, even 
of foe pure, white variety, in Jordanian terms this is etched 
into the historical record. In fact. I would suggest, we wit- 
ness today phase two of foe process of dome.stic change 
and liber^sation that King Hussein launched in 1989, 
when parliamentary elections were resumed and democra- 
tisation was relaunched from the top down. The dynamism 
reflected in the Kabariti government is only a more lus- 
trous variety of foe same sort of political modernisation 
that we wimessed under the flist government of foen 
Sherif Zeid Bin Shaker. 

However, foe process of domestic political evolution 
intermittently st^ed and sputtered under some recent 
governments. We need to ponder why this happened. 1 sus- 
pect it principally reflected the fact foat the monarchy's 
preocct^tion with peace-making left domestic political 
modernisation in foe hands of people whose democratic 
instincts were perhaps more a response to post-1989 
Royal leadership than a reflection of life-long democratic 
flres that burned in their own executive bellies. 

The Kabariti government, on the other hand, may repre- 
sent in some of its key personalities a genuine generational 
change. The strong, democratic symbolism most notably 


of the appointed ministers of interior, infonnaiion, admin- 
istrative development, agriculture and justice reflects Mr 
Kabariti's pledge to work for “open institutional dia- 
logue”, and to promote a new spirit of transparent interac- 
tion among the brandies of government and between foe 
govenunent and tlK people. Tlie King's modernist cbaige 
and Mr I^bariti's democratic spirit are impressive, explic^ 
it and timely; what remains to be seen is whether foe exec- 
utive branch and its domestic ideological allies have suffl- 
dent political will, cultural fortitude, and staying power to 
wi thstan d the inevitable counter-revolution that will be 
attempted by elements of foe old guard who ate neither 
comfortable with nor happy about the tendency towards 
democratic liberalisation. 

Tbe transfonnatioa of 1989 was achieved without much 
resistance because it was more a change in form than con- 
tent; it generated new political institutions and vocabular- 
ies, but the ideological tone and cultural modes of decision 
making were not radically changed in foe period 1989- 
1995. With more democratisation. peculiarly, we suffered 
more divisiveness at home. TUs is why. for example, foe 
issue of normalisation with Israel rear^ its head in recent 
years, because the q^position grasped it as foe sole legiti- 
mate representatioD of discontent with the direction of 
domestic political change. Most Jordanians accepted 
peace with Israel, but most of them also hesitated about 
Dormalisatiou with Israel; domestic opposition to normal- 
isation is not a foreign policy manor — it was and is pri- 
marily an expression of domestic discontent, a sign that 
ordinary tmd politically active Jordanians are unh^py 
with what they see as a regression in domestic political 
freedoms in recent years. Jordanians generally tee not 
very worried about foe content of their national policies, 
however, because foey trust the king and his leadership; 
they axe worried about foe form and mann er of domestic 
governance, because foey are uncomfortable with the 
wielding of executive branch power in a manner that 
sometimes appears to them to te insensitive and heavy- 
handed. 


*The new government's appointment 
reverses the unusual domestic polit- 
ical configuration of 1994-1995, 
and restores the monarchy to its tra- 
ditional role as the source of broad 
political principles and leadership 
that are translated into fact by the 
actions of the executive branch and 
others in society, ' 


The monarchy and Mr Kabariti understood this, and 
have set about to ch^ge the style of governance, pertiaps 
more than its substance ~ for foe cardinal stylistic role of 
governance in a culturally patriarchal society like ours is 
to treat others with respea and mutual trust, rather than 
with authoritarianism or arrogance. Jordanian national 
policy has generally served foe country well, and does not 
need much changing. (In any case, there is little room for 
manoeuvre in Jordaman policies these days; our econom- 
ic policy is flnnly fixed into the path of adjustment agreed 
upon with foe Ih^ and foe World Bank, and our political 
policies have been determined by environment^, geo- 
graphic, demographic, and geo-strategic factors that £ive 
not changed since the transition ^m the Iron Age 
Ammonite Kingdom to the Nabataean Kingdom of t^ 
Classical Period, some 2.300 years ago.) 

Hie fourth aspect of the government change that I find 
fascinating is foe repeated emphasis on corruption and 
nepotism. This was mentioned in the King's letter of 
appointment, and has been taken up with near Olympian 
vigour by foe new government. This, too, is not new: cor- 
ruption busting was a prime but unsuccessful mission of 
the parliament elected in 1989, and was revitalised in min- 
isterial clothing by the second Sherif Zeid Bio Shaker gov- 
ernment Resurfacing again, it makes one wonder: does 
the frequent talk about corruption reflect a determined will 
to locate and deal with the problem, or is it primarily a 
modem, sophisticated political form of ackmiwledging 
the concerns, and therefore the dignity and hu man ity, of 
ordinary people? We shall soon find out. 

The fi^ aspect of the new government that I find com- 


Canada — the road to Belfast 


By Gwyniie Dyer 


“Canada is divisible because 
Canada is not a real country. 
There are two people, two 
nations and two territories — 
and this one is ours. ” 

— Lucien Bouchard, the new 
premier o/ Quebec. 


"To diose who will say that the 
majority of a people has th 
right U} secede, others will 
reply that nothing grants one 
die right to reserve for meself 
the title of people or nation; 
thttt if Q^da is divisible, so 
is Quebec: that if a Canadian 
minority has the right to with- 
draw from Canada, then a 
Quebec minority has the right 
to wiAdraw from a secession 
K'AicA it does not accept. " 

— Stephane Dion, newly 
appointed federal Intem-Gov' 
emmental Affairs Minister, 
Ottawa 


The end game has begun in 
Canada, and there may be hell 
to pay before it is over. 
According lo a poll early this 
mnmh. 74 per cem of Qube- 
cerx now believe that the 


prorioce will eventually 
become aa independent state. 
Not one in ten of them has the 
slightest idea about the dire 
circumstances that are increas- 
ingly likely to attend that inde- 
pendence. 

The diree-momh lull after 
Quebecers Cteue within 53,498 
votes of choosing indepen- 
dence on the night of OcL 30 is 
over. Lucien Bouchard has for- 
mally replaced the man whom 
he undeimined and then 
shoved aside. Jacques 
Parizeau. as the premier of 
Quebec. He promises no new 
referendum this year — but the 
odds on a replay next year arc 
at least even. 

Canada's federal govem- 
ment is also preparing for the 
final showdown. In a leshulfle 
that amounted to a whole new 
govenKnent Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien brought in sev- 
eral new French-Canadian 
stars to lead the battle for Que- 
bec. And one .of the new mem- 
bers, Stephane Dion, finally 
put the cards or. the table. 

Right ihrourn the 1995 ref- 
erendum ourpaign. the federal 
government refused to say 


what it would do if a majority 
of Quebec's population voted 
“yes" to independence. The 
federalists appeared to be 
cruiring to an easy win until 
only a couple of weeks before 
the vote. Challenging Que- 
bec's borders would have 
stirred emotions unnecessarily. 

But with at least a year to run 
before the next referendum, 
Ottawa clearly feels that there 
is now some potential benefit 
in forcing French-speaking 
Quebecers to face up to the 
harsh consequences of a deci- 
sion to break up Canada: that it 
would also involve the dis- 
mantling of Quebec's present 
borders. 

That is bound to provoke 
cries of outrage from hardline 
nationalists in Quebec, but 
Ottawa calculates that it could 
also have a powerful deterrent 
effect on the ‘'soft” nationalists 
who are the crucial ".swing 
vote” in any independence ref- 
erendum. Moreover, the .stake.s 
are going up: Quebec stands to 
lase more territory after a 1 997 
referendum than it would have 
in I99S. 

Things would have moved 


very fast after even the nar- 
rowest “yes" victory in Que- 
bec last October. In the weeks 
before the vote, the separatist 
Parti Quebecois was making 
approaches to French-speaking 
officers in the Canadian anoed 
forces, seeking their allegiance 
to an independent Quebec 
republic, and lobbying foreign 
embassies in Ottawa for 
instant recognition. 

Tbe separatists were realistic 
enough to understand that the 
panic flows of money and pop- 
ulation uiggered by a “yes” 
vote would have made a uni- 
loieiiil declaration qf indepen- 
dence vital within weeks, not 
the year they* publicly 
promised. 

The Cree and Inuit native 
people.*! who form the over- 
whelming majority of the pop- 
ulation in the nonhera two- 
thirds of Quebec's territory 
weie equally realistic. Their 
almost unanimous opposition 
ii) being forcibly .separated 
from Canada would count for 
nothing if they were not able to 

enforce it on the ground so 

the barricades would have 
been built acrovs all the roads 


and airstrips in the north with- 
in days of the vote. 

The federal government, 
tbou^ not expecting armed 
conflict, was alro taking mea- 
sures that it did not di.«g n) ^ 
before the children. On the 
night of the referendum, for 
example, all the CF- IS fighters 
at the Bagotville air base in 
Quebec were fined with drop- 
tanks. so that they had the 
range to fly out if things went 
wrong, Ottawa was not going 
to give Quebec the nucleaus of 
an air force. 

Bui in tbe end. a “yes" vote last 
October would not have led to 
Rghiing. Quebec would have lost 
the north, though the legal hag- 
gling would have gone on for 
years. Bui its other boundaries 
would have remained iniacL and 
those among ihe mUlkin-siFong 
English-spealdng and immigrani 
minorities in Quebec who could 
not bear lo live in a state founded 
on FicTKii-Canadian ethnic snli- 
dariiy would have Icfi peacefully. 

Not now. Within weck<i Of the 
voic. groups living in Uk parts of 
Quebec with a large proportion of 
nnn-Francqibones — basically ihc 
west end of Moniieal and pans of 


the Ottawa Valley, ctnvenienily 
adjacent (o tbe Omaio border — . 
were arguing th^ pans of Quebec 
which vote “no" have the ri^ to 
break away if tbe next referendnin 
ridds an overall "yes". Now tbe 
federal govemment is effoOively 
underwriting that option. | 

It might as well. Given a year to 
prepare for a“yes" in the next ref - 1 
ermdum, Quebec's nunorities are 
bound 10 be cemsidering tbe possi- 
bility of partitioning not jnst Caaa- 
da. but also Quebec. Wril-meaiuiig 
people urge everybody to shut up 
about tbe divisibility of Quebec, 
because that road leads to dvil 
war. but it's pointless: you can't 
Slop people from Uiinldiig. 

Canadians, and especially fran- 
cophone Quebecers, cling to the 
belief that it can't inq^pen here, h 
can. and it may. Montreal Sara- 
jevo, with artillery firing on resi- 
dential neighbourhoods? Very 
unlikely. But Montreal as Belfast? 
Gasv. 


The writer is a London-based 
independent journalist and 
historian whose columns 
appear in 30 countries. He 
contributed this article to Ae 
Jonian Times. 


peiling relates more to tbe past than to the future. If there 
is such a clamour in tbe realm for more youth, con^- 
tence, openness, participation, democracy, transparency 
and ocher joyous instruments of modernist governance, 
what does this tell us about our recent past? King Hussein 
pradently balanced his coil for a white revolution with an 
admonition not to denegrate foe acconqilisbments of past 
governments, ‘^vho bore their responsibilities and gave of 
foeir best” It seems to me that one of tbe chailenges we 
still face as a citizenry and a polity today is to find that bal- 
ance Thaf defines stable, responsible yet accountable and 
effective governance: foe middle ground between learning 
from the mistakes of the past, on the one band, and, on the 
other hand, acknowledging public servants’ niany 
achievements and prodding them on to better things in ^ 
future. The last several (^inets generated strong criti- 
cisms and also achieved commendable deeds. Were the 
last government’s handling of the press and its abrade 
towaids domestic dissent and the professional associations 
effective, counter-productive or neither of foe above? 
How in coDtempoiaiy Jordan is such constructive, even 
affectionate, accountability administered? sides of 
the record of past officialdom need to be assessed and 
a]^)reciated, if public servants are to make the exciting 
transition from protocol to history, and from the custodi- 
anship to the progress of human civilisation on our patch 
of Earth. Tbe revolutionary imperative and its enthusiastic 
affirmation by tbe citizenry su gg ests foe need for credible 
accountability systems that reflect King Hussein's call for 
balanced appreciation of the deeds of former public ser- 
vants. For without responsible accountabiUty and fair, 
compassionate assessment, there is no learning; and with- 
out learning there is no^og much beyond the ectoplasmic 
compulsion to survive.' 

Tbe sixth and last aspect of the Kabariti government that 
I find important relates to its role within foe wider society. 
We run the risk now of remaining only as disinterested 
bystanders and spectators — of watching this new drama 
of hope and expectation play itself out with only a few 
actors, on a stage far removed from our daily lives. This 
would be a sad waste. The fact is. neither King Hussein 
nor Mr Kabariti single-handedly con translate hope into 
fact without a widespread and activist response from soci- 
ety at large- The challenge of 1996. unlike the transition of 
1989, is to provoke the citizenry and society as a whole 
into a participatory mode that goes well beyond voting in 
intennittent elecrions. A white revolution can only be 
meaningfully achieved by a wholesale popular response at 
all levels of society, by individuals institutions that 
wake up every morning and ask themselves what foey can 
do teday to make Jordan mote participatory, productive, 
accountable, responsive, equitable, merciful and fun — in 
short, what each of us can doJo.make Jordan foe best pos- 
sible country it can be. 

Tbe Kabariti government is. tha first major sign of tbe 
testitutioD of tbe tracUtional balance within tbe Jordanian 
domestic political system, with enlightened monarcbjcal 
leaderfoip and humble executive stewardship promoting 
decency, civility and progress for foe people of Jordan. 
The new government, therefore, is actually about the ways 
of tbe past as much as it is about foe ways of the future. It 
reconstitutes the traditional parameters of consensus- 
based governance in Jordan; it shares tbe modem fruits of 
incumbency widely with a parliament-based ministerial 
mass market; it refocuses domestic attention on issues of 
direct material and emotional concern to the average citi- 
zen; it reestablishes the bases of civility, trust, moderation, 
patience and compromise as foe hallmarks of Jordanian 
decision-malting; and it injects tbe whole con^lex with a 
generational stimulant that is fresh, credible, impressive 
and wildly unpredictable. On foe eve of foe third millen- 
rtinm, this is, all in all, a most appropriate, invigorating 
and very Jordanian happening. If it achieves its royally 
mandated revolutionary goals of building a more modern, 
participatory and accountable domestic governance sy^ 
tern on the proven strengths of our traditional ways, it may 
come very close to matching foe historic importance of the 
Iron Age-Classical transition in nationhood that we expe- 
rienced nearly two and a half millennia ago. In that sense, 
foe Kabariti government may be tbe most significant 
bridge between foe past and foe future since foe too brief 
days of tbe government of foe late Sherif Abdul Hamid 
Sharaf. 
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Brunei’s cars the killer 
in affluent society 


By Paul Mujendie 

Reufer 

BANDAR SERI 

BEGAWAN. Brunei — 
Brunei was once a hotbed 
of pirates but now the 
police only tackle about 
two murders a year and 
most of them are easily 
solved crimes of passion. 

In this oil-rich sultanate, 
the big problem is irai'fic. 
the big killer is the car. 

Brunei may be one of the 
world's smallest countries 
but the discovery of oil has 
pul it up there with Kuwait 
amongst the wealthiest. 

Every household in this 
nunforest kingdom about 
twice the ^ize of Luxem- 
bourg now boasts at least 
one car, if not two. 

The police statistics tell 
(he story all too graphically. 
About t5 people are killed 
on die roads every vear 
compared to a murder total 
that rarely averages more 
than two. 

“Everybody is talking 
about accidents. People are 
careless. It is the number 
one killer in Brunei." a 
senior pt^iice officer said. 

"The murder suitistics are 
not alarming. The last case 
we had was a Filipina maid 
found guilty of murdering a 
baby but ruled to be iasane. 
.Mo.si of the killings are 
crimes of passion and heat- 
ed discussions,** he added. 

The full title of the couo- 
try that has a per capita 
GDP income ol S23.433 is 
Brunei Darussalam which 
means "abode of peace." 

That Is no idle boast in a 
tight-knit Islamic commu- 
nity where the rare murders 
make headline news, heroin 
addicuon is not u problem 
and Chinese secret societies 
have not taken hold. 

In a land where the sale of 
alcohol is banned, police 
tire kept busy tracking 
down drink smug^ers -Aom 
Malaysia and clasmg down 
the illegal discos und-'barv 
ihai spring up. 

"People say (hat forbid- 
den fruit always tastes 
sweeter,** the police officer 
said of their continuing 
crackdown. 

\fisitors to the kingdom 
run by the one of the 
world's longest-sen'ing 
royal families are left in no 
doubt about the customs of 
Brunei, which gained its 
independence in 1984 after 
nearly a century of British 
rule. 

Tickets for Royal Brtinei 
Airlines print a .stark warn- 
ing that drug irafficking is 
punishable by death and the 
planes themselves are “dry" 
— the siewarde.sscs offer 
no alcohol on flights into 
the kingdom on the north- 
west comer of Borneo. 

“You certainly arrive in 



Teenagers in Bandar Seri Begawan disembark frum the Ranger ride at 
the Jerudong Park which provides totally free amusement rides. 
Brunei is a ^wornb to tomb’ welfare state where people pay no income 
cr sales taxes and where education and health care are free (Reuter 
photo) 


bener condition ihsm you. 
do on most flights." the' 
pilot boasted to 
imentaiioiuU iravelleni 
unable to use alcohol as an 
excuse for their jet lag. 

Affluence abounds in 
Brunei which the Boikiahs 
have run for 500 years. The 
present near absolute ruler 
is Sultan Sir Ha.s.sanal 
BoUdah who is reputed to 
be the world's richest man. 

.At Jerudong Park stand 
three superb pitches that are 
eloquent testament to (he 
polo-playing potentate’s 
pu.ssion for the sport. 
Beside them lies a 
18-hole championship golf 
course. 

0\'er the road is a giant 
amusement park for the 
276,000 people of Brunei 
where all the rides from (he 
bumper cars to the awe- 
some red rollercoaster arc 


free. 

Brunei, whose swash- 
buckling sultiuis once held 
sway over a pirate kingdom 
that stretched to ilie Philip- 
pines. is a "womb to tomb" 
welfare state. 

People pay no income or 
soles taxes. Education and 
health core are free. Low- 
interest loans are offered 
for cars, television sets and 
houses. Petrol prices arc 
subsidised. 

And yet amid all this con- 
spicuous consumption, 
30,001) people — most of 
the residents of the capital 
Bandar Seri Begawan — 
choose to live in Kampong 
Ayer, a floating village in 
the mouth of the Brunei 
River. 

Wooden houses perch 
precariously on stilts above 
the murky waters. They are 
joined by rickety walk- 


wa 3 TS. Lines of washing 
frame the verandah win- 
dows that are enlivened by 
pots of flowers. 

Schools, clinics, mosques 
and shops supply their 
every need in what explorer 
Magellan's 16ih century 
historian Antonio Pigafetia 
once called “the Venice of 
the cast." 

Eighteen-year-old AsH, 
bom and bred on Kampong 
Ayer, now plies his inide 
with the family watertaxi, a 
multi-coloured longboat 
that hurtles at high spe^ 
across to the spawling city 
centre of Bandar Seri 
Begawan. 

Asli, who avoided a 
watery grave by learning to 
swim at an early age as he 
played along those perilous 
w'ulkways, is philosophical 
and content with his lot; “I 
like to live here. This is a 
good life.’’ 


King: Saudi visit very successful 

(Continued from page 1) 


rimes. “There was total con- 
puence over all issues and 
here was agreement on fu- 
ure cooperation in a way 
hat would not allow what 
lappened in the past take 
)lace again." 

. The King did not meet with 
<ing Fahd, who is recuperat- 
ng from a stroke in Novem- 
ber that forced the postpone- 
Trent of an earlier planned 
risit by King Hussein. 

“I did not have the honour 
af seeing him this lime." the 
King said. “1 believe he is in 
good health but he is con- 
valescing from the condition 


that all of us were aware ot 
some while ago. 1 understand 
he was doing %-ery well. He 
requested the crown prince to 
send us his greetings." 

The King was accompanied 
by a high level delegation 
that included members of the 
Royal family and representa- 
tives of the different political 
shades in the Kingdom. The 
delegation included Their 
Royal Highnesses Princes 
Abdullah. Faisal and Ham- 
zeh as well as Prince Ra'd 
Ben Zeid. the chief chamber- 
lain and -Other Royal family 
members. 


Also accompanying the 
King was Mr. Kaburiii. 
speakers of the Senate and 
Lower House of Parliament 
Ahmad Lawzi and Su'd 
Hayel Srour, Chief of the 
Royal Court Awn Khasuw- 
neh. King Husscin'.s advisor 
on religious affairs and other 
senior officials, parliamuncu- 
rians and journalists. 

One of the delegates who 
was accompanying the King 
described the visit as a “mov- 
ing experience." 

"We had a very warm wel- 
come... by the officials :ind 
the people in the street." 

The King will visit Egypt 
on Thursday for talks with 
President Hosni Muharuk. 


Teople want change’ 

(Continued from page 1) 
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said Dr. Humarneh, who 
intends to conduct a similar 
survey in 100 days' time on 

the performance of the 
Cabinet. 

What also figures highly 
in the poll is that in both 
their appraisal of the 'prime 
minister and his Cabinet 
ordinary people sounded 
more optimistic than "opin- 
ion leaders" about the 
chances of their success. 
While 38 per cent of ordin- 
ary people thought the 
prime minister will be very 
successful in shouldering 
the responsibilities of the 

new era. only 30 per cent of 
opinion leaders thought so. 

Meanwhile, the fact that 


22 of the .^1 ministers in the 
new government were par- 
liamentarians was cited by 
both ordinary people ,md 
opinion leaders us both an 
asset and a hindrance to the 
function of the new govern- 
ment. 

This, according to one 
anul>M, reflects the socie- 
ty's mixed feelings tow.irds 
Parliumeni due to Parlia- 
ment's "controversi.ii" per- 
formance in the past two 
years. 

Where ordinary people 
and opinion leaders ditler- 
red most was in ihcir listing 
of ch;illengcs ;h« co'crn- 
mcni IS giune i-' l.n.c. 

L.ivineii placed dcimK'ra- 
cy aiul public ficed«»ms 


ihiril on their list while- 
opinion leaders placed 
them seventh Hast). 

On tup of both lists, 
however, both sampled 
peoples thought poveny. 
unemployment and the eco- 
nomy should be accorded 
priority. 

Also on both lists were 
udniinisirulive reform and 
fight against currupiinn. 

Relations with other 
countries were listed as 
merely “foreign relations" 
on the agenda of ordinary 
[Teoplo. but opinion leaders 
demanded improved rela- 
tions with the Gulf states, 
Iraq and Syria. 

"This tells vou that ordin- 
ary people care little for 
ex'iernai relations, while in- 
iciieelujls are much aw'are 
ul the delicacy ol Arab- 
/\iub rel.iiioiis." 


Kabariti 


(Continued from page 1) 

however, fewer "opinion 
leaders" than ordinary peo- 
ple cxpbcled or believed that 
either the prime minister or 
his government will fail, 
though this was also irans- 
hilcd into difterences ol small 
perceniagc pttints. which the 
margin of error in the poll, 
estimated at between per 
cent, could account for. S'et 
7.x per cent and .1.4 per cent, 
among the ordinary Jorda- 
nians and the "opinion lead- 
ers" respectively, said "I 
don't know" in answer to the 
question on the government. 

On a third question con- 
cerning the shape of the new 
eovcrnmeni, about u third of 
those polled t.12.2 per cent!; 
and a fifth (21.7 percent) of 
Ihe ‘‘opinion leaders." 
thought that the make-up w:is 
.ibout right . Tliose who said it 
was about -half right" were . 
.17.2 per cent anu*ng ordinary 
people and 4.1 5 jkt cent 
.imong ilie "opinion lead- 
ers." 4.0 per cent from the 
iiaiional sample compared to 
a high I't per cent of the. 
opinion leaders thought the 
in,ike-up of the t 'abiiiet w'as 
"rielu to a small extent." To 
1.1 'per cent ol the opinion 
Icadeis .mJ 4.h |Ter cent ol 
iirdin.iiv J-irdanuins Ihe 
make-up uas not riglil. 

Ilouctc, I.S.S per cent ol 
(lie l.iiicr ..tiegorv . compared 
to 2.4 [V cent ol the lornier. 
s;Md Ih.-v did not h.ne an 
ansue to Ihe question iif 
make up. 
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Language battles loom 
in South Africa as TV 

switches tongues 


By Patrick McDowell 
r/itr AxMi'iaifiJ Press 

JOHAN.NESBLtRG. South 
Africa — Every Afrikaner 
knows how the English 
tried to impose their culture 
when they ruled South 
Africa, forcing children 
who spoke Afrikaans at 
school to wear signs say- 
ing: *'J am a donkey." 

Anyone living in the 
black township of Soweto 
knows the Hector Peterson 
memorial hontxing the first 
numyr in the 1976 student 
uprising over the Afrikaner- 
led regime's bid to moke 
Afrikaans the only lan- 
guage at school. 

Language is power, and 
turbulence over tongues 
fills South Africa's history, 
.A new skirmish was set to 
.st,in Sunday night, when 
(he South Alricon Broad- 
casting Corp. (Sabo. Was 
scheduled to deeply cut 
.Afrikaans programming on 
television in favour of 
African languages. 

Angry by this perceived 
assault by south Africa's 
first biuck-ied government 
on their culture, .Afrikaners 
ore taking (he SABC to 
court, threatening to not 
pay annual tv tu.xe.s. and 
studying launching (heir 
own saielliie lelevi.sion sta- 
tion. 

The battle forms pan of a 
rear-guard action by con- 
Kcn‘utives to defend their 
"taal," or tongue, in privi- 
leged bastions • the mili- 
tary, civil service, schools - 
where it held sway under 
apartheid- 

The struggle reflects anx- 
iety over the place of South 
Africa's so-culled "white 
tribe” under President Nel- 
son Mandela's reign - 
whether to stubbornly 
stress a unique identity, 


including demands for a 
separate mini-state, or to 
jump fully into the ethnic 
mix. 

Afrikaners account for 
about 3.5 million of South 
Africa's 43 million people, 
but Afrikaans is also the 
first language of most of 
(he 1.5 million South 
Africans of mixed-race 
descent. A further 10 mil- 
lion people speak the lan- 
guage or understand it. The 
activibis suing the SABC 
account for a small minori- 
ty of Afrikaners, though 
many more harbor fears of 
(heir language diminishing. 

''Afrikaans is today not 
threatened, but it is under 
pressure." said Frits Kok, 
managing director of the 
Afrikaans Language .And 
Culture Organisation, "but 
when you put any culture 
under pressure, it grows." 

The .Afrikaans language 
evolved from Dutch, the 
language of the Afrikaan- 
ers' 17th-century forebears. 
Afrikaners view themselves 
as authentic .Africans, rather 
than colonists, due to their 
long history* on the conti- 
nent. And they feel os 
aggrieved as any native 
people by the British con- 
quest of their republics at 
the turn of the century. 

The Afrikaner-led Nation- 
al Puny capitalised on anti- 
British resentment and won 
power in 1948. replacing 
one form of injustice with 
another - apartheid, the sys- 
tem of white-minority rule 
that denied nearly all rights 
to South Africa's black 
majority. 

Among them was lan- 
guage. English and 
Afrikaans were the only 
official tongues, though 
moie than half (be popula- 
tion understood neither. 
Native African languages 


had status only in the so- 
called ‘'homelands," or 
reservations where blacks 
were told to live. 

MxllicMis didn’t, flocking 
to townships where their 
children received education 
in English and Afrikaans. 
The apartheid regime’s 
plans to make Afrikaans the 
only language of instruc- 
tion triggered days of riot- 
ing in the Soweto township 
outside Johannesburg, 
which shook the govem- 
mem to its roots. 

'*We were taught 
.Afrikaans as a subject. It 
was always the most 
unpopular," recalls Tsbep- 
iso Mashinini, now urbani- 
sation director of Johannes- 
burg's Metropolitan Coun- 
cil. '’Whai’s happening 
with the television is a ni- 
umph in the sense that our 
culture wasn’t assimilated 
by -Afrikaans." 

A schoolboy at the lime, 
Mr. Mashinini recalls his 
brother, Tsieisi, leading the 
demonstrations and target- 
ing the entire apartheid sys- 
tem by focusing on the 
potent issue of language. 
Tsietsi fled to Guinea with a 
price on bis bead and died 
there in violent, mysterious 
circumstances in 1990. 

Four years later, Mr. 
.Mandela was eleaed South 
Africa's first block presi- 
dent. The post-apartheid 
cOQsrituiion promises equal 
treatment for what are now 
1 1 official languages - 
Afrikaans and English as 
before, plus the Sotho and 
Nguni language families 
that include widely spoken 
longues like Zulu. 

SABC, a government 
mouthpiece under 

apartheid. Is now obliged to 
broadcast in all the lisn- 
guages; rather than mostly 
in l^glisb aiKl Afrikaans. 


The new format leaves 
one channel primarily in 
English. 

Afrikaans wii] fight for 
space on the other two. 
Depending who’s counting, 
Afrikaans language pro- 
gramming will account for 
just one to four per cent of 
airtime. 

"We’re going to be serv- 
ing the public,” said 
Moiefe Mokgatle, head of 
one of the new stations. 
*’lt's no more, 'this station 
is white, this one is black.* 
that's all gone.” 

.Afrikaans advocates don’t 
see it that way. They say 
more South Africans under- 
stand Afrikaans than Eng- 
lish. yet English - a lan- 
guage that helped colonise 
half of Africa - is coming 
out the big winner. 

The Freedom Front, a 
small party endorsing the 
idea of a mini AftiLiner 
state, says deep emotions 
raised by the language dis- 
pute has increased its sup- 
port beyond expectations. 

Mr. Mandela, whose 
strategy for ending 
apartheid centred on the 
need to defuse Afrikaner 
fears about bbek rule, 
appeared to sense that 
moves against Afrikaans 
were going too far this 
week when he rejected a 
purliumeniary recommen- 
dation to mdee English the 
only language of command 
in the army, an Afrikaner 
stronghold. 

"From I^sideot Mandela 
there’s goodwill, there’s no 
question about it,” said 
f^edom front qiokesman 
Pieter Mulder. "But at the 
ground level, Afrikaners 
threatened. We are 
African, committed to 
Africa, but they have to 
make space for us.” 


Soviet bases leave mixed 
legacy in Lithuania 


By Ed Stoddard 
Reuter 

RUDNINKAI. Lithuania 
— Danek Bilkis will never 
forget the day he went for- 
aging for scrap metal at a 
disused Soviet base near his 
home village of Rudninkai 
in southem Lithuania. 

“People from our village 
are always taking home 
spent shells from the old 
military' tiase to sell the 
metal," the 18-year-old told 
Reuters, speaking of the air 
training field where the 
Soviet Air Force practised 
bombing missions during 
the cold war. 

“J thought it was harmless 
so 1 brought it home. Wlien 
I tried to open it. it blew up 
in my face," he recalled 
with a shudder. 

Live shells like the one 
that cost Mr Bilki.s his left 
eye and both legs are pan of 
the legacy that the Soviet 
military tequeaihed to the 
Baltic state of Lithuania 
after it regained indepen- 
dence in 1991. 

Located on the western 
edge of the Soviet empire 
and shoring a border with 
Poland, Lithuania had close 
to 60,000 Soviet troops at 
more 400 sites stationed on 
its territory. 

The troops quit Lithuania 
in 1993 and a Danish report 
presented in the middle of 
1995 estimated that the 
small country faces a bill of 
more than SI billion to 
clean up (he environmental 
duinuge left at ihe bases. 

The report said that oil 
and chemical spills have 
made the topsoil at most of 
the bases usele.ss for agri- 
culture. 

"The Soviet military* left 
behind a terrible mess,” 
said Pranas Mieniuskas, a 
biologist and director of the 
Lithuanian Nature Fund. 


The damage is not con- 
fined to the bases. The 
water supply at the town of 
Taurage, 200 km west of 
Vilnius, has been contami- 
nated by chemical seepage 
from a nearby military 
base. 

Countless rivers and 
sueams have been fouled 
by oil and chemical spills, 
environmentalists say. 

But (he environmental 
legacy left by the departing 
Soviet army is not simply 
one of poisoned soil and 
live shells. 

Inadvenently, the Soviet 
military protected habitat 
and wildlife around its 
bases and airfields. 

"The Soviet military 
would occupy a large area, 
but only use a pan of it," 
.Mierauskas said. “The 
forests, bogs artd wetlands 
surrounding many of the 
sites were untouched for 
decades." 

“Red Army officers also 
used the sites as their pri- 
vate hunting grounds, but 
(hey were only interested in 
large game like red deer 
and wild boors, they left the 
small animals alone," he 
added. 

A two-year study by the 
world wide fund for nature 
and the Liihuanian nature 
fond found that several for- 
mer military bases enjoy 
very rich biodiversity and 
that large areas are covered 
by forest, wetlands and 
other vital habitats. 

It also said that two 
species of birds thought to 
be extinct in Lithuania, the 
short-toed eagle and fhe red 
grouse, were di.scovered in 
former miliiu^ zones. 

The rare black stork, 
mountain hare and .several 
species of cranes have alAo 
been found. 

The Neringa Penninsulu. 
a .‘50-km stretch of wilder- 


ness on Lithuania’s coast, is 
another example of how the 
bases could protect nature 
as well as hann it 

For decades it was a 
restricted security zone but 
now it has a stunning vari- 
ety of flora and fauna on its 
massive, shifting sand 
dunes as well as being 
home to sizeable popula- 
tions of moose and wild 
boar. 

"Nine of the former mili- 
tary sites will be trans- 
formed into nature reserves 
and parks," said Ruta 
Baskyie, the director of 
land management at the 


Environmental Protection 
Ministry. 

Some of the old bases are 
also being transfomied for 
commercial uses. 

The local administration 
of the town of Siauliai in 
nonbem Lithuania has 
decided to build a new 
cargo airport at the nearby 
former Soviet airfield of 
Zokniai. 

But environmental prob- 
lems have cropped up here 
as well. During reconstruc- 
tion work last year, workers 
found small lumps of 
radioactive radium buried 
at the base. 



BIG SALE 

at 

JORDAN RIVER DESIGNS 

Quilts, cushions, fashionwear, handbags, gift 
hems 

from January 28, thru February 21 
from 9:00am to 4:00pm 
■' Open on Fridays" 
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Ramadan Special 

Beautifijlly hand-embroidered table cloths 
and delightful food baskets 
add elegance to your festive dining room 
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Arab food 
shortage worsens 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab food imports increased 
by nearly Si billion in 1995 
and the farm gap is set to 
worsen due to a rapid popula- 
tion growth and worldwide 
protectionism, an official 
Arab report has said. 

Imports by the 22-member 
Arab League of wheat, 
sugar, oil and meat were esti- 
mated to have increased ^ 
between $793 million and 
$1.15 billion in 1995, said the 
report bythe Khartoum- 
based Arab Corporation for 
Agriculbiral Investment and 
Development (ACAID). 

It said the increase and a 
projected growth in form im- 
ports in the near future wide- 
,ned the defidts in Arab ba- 
lances of payments, already 
under pressure by the slow 
growth in exports and a 
steady rise in imports. 

“Given the steady growth 
in the population of the Arab 
countnes and an improve- 
ment in eating habits doe to 
better economic and social 
conditions, their need for 
food will increase day after 
day,” said the report, pub- 
lish^ in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) new^per 
A1 Khaleej. 

**The continued reliance on 
abroad to bridge the food gap 
will always be costly not only 
financially but economically, 
socially and politically 1^ 
cause he who does not own 
his food does not own his 
security and future," it 
added. 

ACAID, the Arab 
League's main fann group, 
said Arab form imports far 
exceeded exports, creating a 
deficit of around $1 1 billion a 
year. 


It gave no other reasons for 
the large deficit but previous 
studies have blamed inadequ- 
ate agricultural policies, lack 
of investment in the fanning 
sector, and failure by mem- 
ber states to exploit their 
arable land. 

According to the Abu 
Dhabi-based Arab Monetary 
Fund (Ah^, the arable area 
in the reaon is estimated at 
around 198 million hectares 
but less than one third is 
exploited. This is because of 
shortages in fonds and equip- 
ment, political differences 
within the Arab League and 
unrest in some members. 

One study showed the 
cumulative v^ue of the Arab 


food imports has totalled 
around $190 billion since 


1980. This is in addition to 
payment of nearly $46 billion 
on the import of farm equip- 
ment. 

AMF projections showed 
the Arab wheat shortage 
would jump to $19.2 million 
in 2000 from $8.8 million in 
1992, while that of cereal 
would rise to around 26.1 
million tonnes from 19 mil- 
lion tonbes. 

ACAID said the Arab 
food deficit would come 
under further pressure from 
growing protectionism and 
plans to remove subsidies on 
form products by most coun- 
tries following the latest 
GATT free trade agreement. 

“Implementation of that 
agreement will make the 
Arab food import bill more 
costly and this will aggravate 
the food security problem," it 
smd. Arab states need to 
out a clear strategy to 
utilise the available resources 
and achieve food security." 


Official development aid seen stagnating — OECD 



PARIS (AFP) — Developing 
nations must increasingly 
count on domestic resources 
and .sound policies to attract 
private funds amid growing 
competition for scarcer offi- 
cial aid. a key OECD com- 
mittee warned Monday. 

The Development As.sist- 
ance Committee (DAC) said 
Japan, the world's largest aid 
donor, accounting for one- 
fifth of total DAC aid. :ls well 
as France and several smaller 
countries continued to in- 
crease their official aid in 
1994. 

But major donors facing 
large budget deficits, includ- 
ing the United Srates. Ger- 
many. Italy and' the Nether- 
lands. cut their official de- 
velopment assistance (ODA) 
significantly. 

‘it is hard to imagine that 
the volume of ODA will in- 


crease dramatically in (he 
near term.” DAC chairman 
James Michel said in the 
annual DAC report 

DAC set Che coral 1994 net 
flow of resources to the de- 
veloping world at SI84 bil- 
lion. with $164 billion coming 
from OECD countries. 

It .said private flows indud- 
.ing direct investment, bunk 
lending and equity purchases 
topped SltK) billion, account- 
ing for 61) per cent of the 
total, with oMctai aid at S59.7 
billion or one-third of the 
total. 

Ten years ago. at the 
height of the Latin American- 
debt crisis. ODA accounted 
for more than half and pri- 
vate flows for barely 34 per 
cent of net total flows. 

Official aid from 22 donors 
in the 25-nation Organisation 
of Economic Cooperation 


and Development (OECD) 
rose to $59 billion in 1994 
after a $4.3 billion full to 
$56.5 billion in 1993. the re- 
port said. 

But in real terms, taking 
inflation and exchange nite 
movements into account, the 
1994 figure was unchanged 
from 199.^ and lower chan in 
1992. 

And as a share of their 
gross national product 
(GNP). aid from the 22 DAC 
members dropped from 0.31 
per cent to a 22-year low of 
U.30 per cent. 

The ratio had remained at 
around 0.35 per cent, half the 
United Nations target of 0.7 
per cent, for two decades up 
to 1992. DAC said. 

Only for DAC countries — 
Norway. Denmark. Sweden 
and the Netherlands — top- 
ped the 0.7 per cent target in 


1994. 

Top donor Japan boosted 
its aid by $2 billion to $1.3.2 
billion but its ODA to GNP 
ratio, at 0.29 per cent, re- 
mained below the DAC aver- 


age. 


The U.S.. the top donor 
until 1992. cut its aid to $9.9 
billion from 10.1 billion in 
1993. and its ratio fell to 0.15 
per cent, half the average and 
the lowest of all *DAC 
donors. 

France, the third-ranking 
donor at $8.5 billion. wa.s the 
only Croup of Seven country 
providing aid in excess of 0.5 
per cent" of its GNP. 

Aid from non-OECD 
countries, including Arab oil 
proucers. fell to S"i.4 billion 
in 1994. one-quarter of the 
1990 level. 

Sub-Saharan Africa re- 
ceived 37 per cent of world 


ODA in 199.3-94. and Asia 
about 3U per cent, with China 
and India accounting for re- 
spectively S3. 2 and S2.3 bil- 
lion. 14 per cent went to the 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca. and 1 1 per cent to Latin 
America. 

The report said east Euro- 
pean countries and the for- 
mer soviet republics received 
aid worth some $7.5 billion, 
with Geimany accounting for 
one-third. But this aid was 
not counted as ODA. 

DAC chairman Michel said 
“heated budget debates, 
especially in the U.S.. were 
grounds for serious concern 
about future levels of ODA’ 
resources.” Although the 
United States now has "a 
significantly reduced budget 
deficit.” continued budget 
consolidation meant U.S. 
“aid may be cut yet again." 


the report said. 

Mr. Michel welcomed 
sharply increased .private 
flows but stressed that they 
remained "highly concen- 
trated” in a small number of 
advanced- developing econo- 
mies. 

Even if poorer nations did 
more to help themselves and 
become less dependent on 
aid. “we cannot pretend that 
those efforts will eliminate 
the need for investment by 
the donors.” he said. 

The debt burden -focing 
-many developing countries 
continued to limit their access 
to private capital, and poor 
countries with stagnant eco- 
nomies were not attranive to 
investors. 

Development aid would re- 
main “vital... for the foresee- 
able future.” Mr. Michel 
said. 






IMF proposes new standards for 


economic data to help avoid crises 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Charged with keeping a 
keener eye on the world eco- 
nomy after Mexico's financial 
crisis, the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) has 
proposed new guidelines 
aiin^ at providing improved 
and standardised economic 
data. 

The fund said the propos- 
als are particularly important 
because “comprehensive and 
financial data play a vital 
role" in an era of “globalised 
financial markets." 

The 25-page document 
suggests a standardised 
method countries could use 
to provide economic data in a 
re^Iar and timely manner. 


Lebanese wine output, exports booming 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Leba- 
non's wine production, which 
has been on the upturn since 
the end of the civil war. 
reached five million litres in 
1995 earning the country 
$150 million, experts said. 


They said wine production 
was in full expansion and that 
about 40 per cent of the 
overall wine produced in 
1995 was exported to 
Europe, the Americas and 
Australia. 


However, Lebanon still 
imported 900.000 litres of 
foreign wine last year, mainly 
from France as well as Italy 
and eastern Europe. 
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Qualified IGCSE teach&ra 
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Phone: 677534. From Feh. 13 
until .March 15. 




Five producers control the 
wine market in Lebanon and 
most of them are based in the 
eastern Bekaa Valley, a fer- 
tile plain occupied by Syrian 
army troops and a stronghold 
of Palestinian and Islamic 


militants during the 1975- 
•1990 dvil war. 


The producers, including! 
de' Ksara which was 


Caves 

founded by Jesuit priests in 
1985. use almost exclusively 
French methods and equip- 
ment as well as French wine 
masters or Lebanese oeno- 
logists who studied in Bor- 
deaux. 

Over the five past years 
several new techniques and 
>anes. such as cabernet, have 
been introduced. 


THE Daily Crossword by Janet R. Bender 


ACROSS 
1 Soft drink flavor 
5 Singer McEntire 
9 Like Santa's 
helpers 

14 In the center of 

1 5 Arabian 
sultanate 

16 Hall of Fame's 
Greasy 

17 Mexican food 

18 Containers 

19 Levied an 
impost 

20 Braves' third 
baseman 

23 Chapeaux 
seller 

24 Lulu 

25 Numerical prefix 

28 Cliques 

30 Unit of measure 

32 Seize suddenly 

35 Snack food 

38 On a cruise 

40 It's mostly 
nitrogen 

41 Fencer’s 
weapon 

42 Fi miture style 

47 Superlative 
suffix 

48 Available 
apartment 

49 Feeler 

51 Chang's twin 

52 Try 

55 Oscar vrinner 
Tome! 

59 Alvin, Simon and 
Theodore 

61 To one side 

64 Make over 

65 Membership fee 

66 European river 

67 Woody’s son 

68 Border lake 

69 Crazy 

70 Part of a 
hammer 

71 Mailed 
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Yesterday*s puzzle solved 


DOWN 

1 Work behind the 
plate 

2 City on the 
Missouri 

3 Lawful 


4 Takes as one's 
own 

5 Hall of Fame's 
Clemente 

6 Kuwaiti ruler 

7 Stringed 
instrument 

8 Hall of Fame's 
Cap 

9 Intestinal 

10 Poetic pastures 

1 1 Office machine 

12 — -de-France 

13 Actor Beatty 

21 Hasty look 

22 Fictional captain 

25 Rubbish 

26 Captures 

27 Small map 
29 Getz of jazz 

31 Ernesto 
Guevara 

32 Mother-of-pearl 

33 Pale 

34 Existence 

36 Help 

37 Two-wheeled 
carriage 
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LlAlNiK 


lElDiGlE 


39 Quick to 
learn 

43 Trail 

44 Gen, Robt. — 

45 Satire 

46 Actor Jack 
50 Bluenoses 

53 Discard 

54 At that place 


56 Accustom 

57 Knitter's coil 

58 Cash, e.g. 

59 Camper's 
shelter 

60 Unemployed 

61 Do sums 

62 Show sign 

63 — Carson 


saying this would help 
smoothe market fluctuations. 

Governments would pub- 
lish at regular intervals a sim- 
ple set of economic indicattns 
the IMF defined as a “gener- 
al standard.” 

In addition, countries ;»r-- 
tidpating in international 
finandal markets or vranting 
to do so should provide in- 
formation in accordance with 
what the fund called a “more 
demanding standjurd." 

The draff document stres- 
ses that it would be up to ^e 
countries concerned to de- 
dde whether they wanted to 
sign up to provide the 
complex data. 

That set of figures is made 
up of about 15 information 
categories, each divided into 
several components. The in- 
dicators include gross domes- 
tic product, production, em- 
ployment, income, pri^. 
trade and public spending. ‘ 

Domestic and foreign debt, 
debt servicing projections, 
private and public banking 
figures and interest rates are 
also in the list. 

A detailed balance of pay- 
ments for goods and servios. 
gold reserves, current, three- 
and six-month exchange 
rates: nothing seems to be 
, missing from the lid. 


Everyone of these indica- 
tors would have to be pro- 
vided at a regular intervals — 
every three months, monthly 
or even weekly in the case of 
gold and foreign currency re- 
serves. 

The IMF would publicly 
identify countries that have 
signed up to the more deman- 
dii\g standard and would pro- 
vide information as to how 
and when to obtain the data. 
For this, the IMF will use n 
electronic bulletin board it 
will maintain at a World 
Wide Web site on tiie Inter- 
net. 

Countries that sign up for 
the more demanding stan- 
dard must undertake to re- 
spect four principles: The 
tintely delivery of the indica- 
tors. fr^ access to the data 
for the public and in particu- 
lar finandal market players, 
the integrity of the statistics 
and a description of the. 
methodology used in compil- 
ing the data. 

The draft document does 
not list the countries consi- 
dered candidates for the de- 
tailed data — heavily inde- 
bted countries and those that 
borrow on finandal markets. 

But a list in the “World 
Economic Outlook" pub- 
lished by the IMF. shows that 


23 countries qualify as “mar- 
ket borrowers" with more 
than two thirds of their total 
liabilities outstanding owed 
to conunerdal creditors. 

The list indudes Algeria. 
Argentina. Brazil, Chile. 
China. Hong Kong, Israel, 
Korea, Malaysia. Mexico, 
Peru, Singapore, Thailand, 
Uruguay and Venezuela. 

The IMF's oversight body, 
the Interim Committee of the 
Board of Governors had re- 
quested in April 1995 that the 
fond develop the standards. 

The document is being 
drcuiated, among others on 
the Internet, for discuuion 
and comment in advance of a 
final version to be completed 
by the end of March. 

IMF teams workiiig on the 
proposals met with finandal 
market players and analysts 
in 23 countries and consulted 
international organisations 
and authorities in another 42 
countries. * 


Report: 37m Russians 
living in poverty 


MOSCOW (AP) — Neariy 
37 million Russians — about 
a quarter of the population — 
was living in poverty in 1995, 
according to a report released 
by the State Statistics Com- 
mittee. 

It said they were struggling 
to get by on less than the 
offidal minimum subsistence 
income, which was 327,000 
roubles ($65) a month in De- 
cember. 

The ITAR-TASS news 
agency said the report was 
prepared for the upper house 
of parliament, the Federation 
Coundl, which is debating a 
law on the offidal subsistence 
level. 

Russians have seen their 
living standards plummet 
since the 1991 Soviet collapse 
because of rising prices, infla- 
tion, unemployment and the 
erosion of government sodal 
benefits. 

The International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF) has approved 
a Sl.OS billion loan for Rus- 
sia, the last installment of a 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 
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**1 think the cat wants a bite of 
whatever it is you’re eating.” 


THAT SCRAMBLH) WORD GAME 
I • by Hanri Arnold and Mika Aigidon 


Unscrandda Ihesa four Jumbles, 
one toiler to each square, to torm 
four oninary MKHds. 


ULIGE 


o~o 


■ , w nw awaa — . 


DYNAH 


n 


_N 

UCKOL 


ini 



VIN 

HEV 

^ V 



ANOTHER NAME 
FOR THE MONARCH 
WHO TOLP 
TALL TALES. 


Now anange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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Yesterday's I •kimWee: 
I Answer: 


(Answers tomorrow) 
BELLE FUDGE WORTHY VIRILE 
There is nothing longer than this — 
FOREVER 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 13, 1996 


AUES: (Makii 21 to Apai 
19) Be more synqmtlietic 
wim those at home at ttat 
twwft and in^rove oonditioBC 
there considerably. Yon 
ihoold not be iq cmical of 
loved ones. 


TACSD5: (April 20 to May 
^ Finding the Anrcct aobl- 

to peq>kani4 
‘ in 

cottscieiitioas. 


I TRIED BEING A 
5MEEP P06 ONCE 




I USED TO STARE AT 
THE SHEEP LIKE THIS, 
BUT IT DIDN'T WORK.. 




THEY THOUGHT I WAS 
JUST BEING RUDE ! 

c I 


Andy Capp 





Mutfn’Jeff 



r :’M A VERV EMOrKTNALl 
FELLER/ COME CLOSE 
WHILE I HOLDVOU IN 
My ARMS' 




GEMINI: (May 21 ID Jine 
21)YoQma3 
bi^atlhifi 


21) Yoq may fed a lack ao set 
'n» time and find ttie 


right WOT to have 
moome. iBe mote willinig to 
work hard for you to be 
piMpenms. 


MOON nm JIEKN;. (June 
22 to Jvty 21) Stop fo 

(ony for yoivself at tins ttDM 
rince tte only a haMt yoo 
bad better get ont of for your 
own good or yon could feel 
imienble. 


XEO :(foly 22 to August 21) 
Some secret affMT hiu to be 
deared up quicUy today so 
that yon noKi not fed so 
oonoemed. Hunk setinady 
and do it 


VIRGO: (Aunst 22 to 
S^tembm 2^ Being more 
objective is wise or you ooidd 
get confi ne d over a hieMTs 
emotional difficulties. Get to 
the heart of matten. 


UBRAi flSntember 23 to 
October 2Z) M tactfid in 


dftsKiy wnfa othm today, 
especially dm pow erfu l, as 
you travd about Handle cm- 
A matters wisefy. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 


November 2^ Stop wonying 
over w hat you can do fitte 
aliout today and study 
new en t er p rises vrtndi oouid 
be imffitMle for yon. 


SACTTAR1D& (November 
22 to December 21) Concen- 
txate on separating boriness 
' from odiCT aSahs at dtis time 
so that you ppn that 
feeling seemity and suc- 


CAFSiCORN:, 
to January 20) — 

be tactful witii one who h 
tennthre today and lata* 
tonight if yoo want to leach 
an agreement witii foig per- 
son. 

A^^ARIDS; (January 21 to 
Fe tonar y l^Itwonldbewite 
to fmget bnaiMss otiier 
puactical afEsin at »hne 
and later tcnrightxestiqifora 
busy w(wk ahead. 

^ilSCES: (Febniaiy 20 to- 
20) Yon may fmd tt^ 
day that a usually 

m^ pot a danmeroB 
the good time you ha^ pUn- 
ned. Talm it in your stride. 




1’ 

9^ i -sup 


C f""’ 









$6.3 billion line of credit the 
agency approved last year. 

“The IMF's management 
has expressed its satinaction 
with Russia's track record in 
1995 of foil implementation 
of the Economic stabilisation 
and reform programme," the 
international lending, orga- 
nisation said in a brief state- 
ment. 

With the June presidential 
election nearing. President 
Boris Yeltsin has been rid- 
ding his government of refor- 
mers and liberals in response 
to the success of communists 
and nationalists in December 
parliamentary elections. 

Apparently hoping to 
appease angry voters, Mr. 
Yeltsin also has approved -a 
series of costly new spending 
measures, induding pension 
and benefit increases. 
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Leeson says Barings deception was easy 

tKI /0\ _ TS- - B m 


l^NDON (R) — Former 
trader Nick Leeson, 
down che veocr* 
^:mercbant bank a year 
$M billion in bad 
. said in an autobiogra- 
ri^onbBshed Moiuiay 
hMoeen easy to deceive his 
efub^ors. 

g e cM Sc be had a repota- 
oba^as. a “svpersur,** the 
binifs direeiore were mDhig 
to Set hiiB do anything he 
waa ted, Mr. Lesson wrote in 
btf booJc '^Ro^ue Trader.'* 
Describing biiiKetf as **the 


tratSag si^perstar who moved 
the marltot thb way and 
Mr. Leeson dettO^ 
how he lost the money over a 
period of tiine in t^>eraii 0 tts 
m Singapore and fled the 
ttland state in shame and 
fear. 

Barings, Britain’s oldest 
merchant bank, collapsed last 
February after Mr. 
nn up bujse through 
unaurhorised derivatives 
trading. 

The ex-trader, who confes- 
sed to his crimes, is serving a 


5ix-and*a-half year prison 
term m Sinupore for his part 
in the anair. Barings has 
wn bought tw Dutch finan* 
Cia] group INC. 

In the autobiography, 
^alised Monday in the Dai- 
ly Mail newspaper, Mr, 
Leeson detailed the events of 
fib . 23, 2995, when he 
brou^t Barings down. 

*‘Tne market had bun me. 
I was sitting over the teletext 
screcRs, looking at the f^t- 
ball games for Saturday, 
trying to forget that I bad lost 
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hundreds of millions of 
pounds and had .run <Mt of 
hope ” he wrote. 

He did not know exactly 
how much he had lost. ‘T was 
too frightened to find out — 
the numbers scared me to 
death." 

Mr. Leeson said be slipped 
off the trading floor, avoiding 
curious telephone c^U and at 
least one inquiry from a Lon- 
don accountant dying to in- 
vestigate a “hole in the ba- 
lance sheet." 

“The rest of the market 
had smelled what my em- 
ployers back in Ijemdan, Bar- 
ings, R-ere completely ignor- 
ing: 7’hat 1 was ia so deep 
that there is no way out," m 
wrote. But he said he did not 
know his actions were gong 
to bring Barings down. 

He said the seeds of the 
collapse were sown as early 
as \S91, when he covered up 
fpr a colleague's “tiny^ 
20,000 pound ^S30.000) loss 
by biding it in an error 
account be set up for such 
purposes. 

He was never asked for the 
file on the account and ‘it ' 
remained locked in his 
undl after he fled Singapore. i 
By dien it had reacbed fri^t- 
ening proportions. 

“It had grown out of con- 
trol and 1 had misused it. 1 
didn't even bother looking at 
it. It seared me to dech." 

Mr. Leeson described 
ocher deceptions he used to 
cover his tracks. “I had in- 
vented a 50 fflilUofl pound 
(S76 million) trade between 
Barings and ano^er com- 
pany to hide the size of a loss 
! had made on the market. 
Using scissors and paste. I 
had foiged a fax saying Bar- 
ings would be paid che 
money.'* 

But he realised on Feb. 23 
that his time was up. “I'd 
have to get out of here be- 


cause everything would be 
discovered." 

Mr, Leeson said he tele- 
l^ned bis wife Lisa and 
asked her to flee Singapore 
Mth him. 

“Tve lost a lot of money 
and I need to leave,*" he told 
her. **i need to resign. I've 
broken the law. Chw, the 
Singaporeans are probal^ 
going to go crazy and put me 
in prison. 1 can't tell w>o how 
bad it is." 

After pending a few days 
at a remote beach retoit lo 
Malaysia, Mr. LcMon de- 
cided to fly home to London. 
He was arrested on Ma^ 2 
is Frankfurr, after arriving on 
a fli|^t from Bnmei. 

AFP news agency adds che 
fbilowi^ details: 

“If Tony Raiton fwho 
came out lo Singapore when - 
Baring's suspidons were first 
aroused) had been able to 
read upside down be would 
have seen some fimires which 
would have given mm a h^it 


attack,” Mr. Leeson wrote. 

“I just could not believe 
that be had been in Singapore 
fcH* a month sitting right next 
to my desk and be soil had 
not been able to carry out a 
basic reconciliation, of the 
situation,*' he indict^. 

When finally another Bar- 
ings executive, Simon Jenk- 
ings, told him there were 
problems with bis aecmims 
and told him to put them 
right in two days, Mr. Leeson 
knew the game was up. 

“Rogue Trader" is due to 
be published on Feb. 23, and 
eoiud bring Mr. Leesm a 
million pounds for the world 
rights. But the Daily Mail 
claimed it had pmd noting 
for the extracts it ran. 

Meanwhile, the Times 
quoted a book by Stephen 
Fray. “The of Bar- 

ings," which said bank staff 
were paid S120 million in 
bonuses on the strength of 
the totally finitious profits 
claimed biy Mr. Leeson. 


EU working women provide 
more than fair share 


BRUSSELS (R) — Three 
out of five working women in 
Europe take home at least 
half of thdr family’s income, 
a survey unveiled by the 
European women's lobby has 
said. 

The poll for the Whirlpool 
Foundation, a philanthropic 
oroanisation, interviewed 
uumen und men in Bfi> 
tain, France, Cermany. Italy 
and Spain. 

It said that six out of 10 
vromen choose to work for 
money, but 4S per cent wiKild 
aill work if money was not a 
pftfolem. 


LONPOW EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
races for leading world currencies and ^Id against the ; 
dollar on the London foreign exchan^ and bullion markets 
Monday. 


One U.S. dollar 1.371(1/10 
1.4722/32 
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Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
• Italian lire 

. ~s ^ Swedish croA-RS' 

■ Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Au«rolian dollars ' 
Kong Kong dollars 


One sterling 
Gold (ounce) 


SI.5316/26 

S4(U.0n/4O1.50 


"Assumptions that women 
work for just extra cash, or 
that having a family means 
giving up a career just don't 
bold for today's women in 
Europe," Whiilpool Founda- 
tion representative Francesca 
Rennix told a conference in 
Brussels. 

The smdy was designed to 
illustrate concerns chat 
European social policies 
were outdated and ill-suited 
to the role of modern 
women. 

The European women's 
lobby said it was concerned 
that the IS-nation European 
Union (EU) had backtracked 
on equal opportunities rince 
the Beijing U.N. Fourth 
World Conference on 
Women last September. 

The European Court in' 
October said a lawsuit passed 
by the German city-state of 
Bremen had violated EU law 
by pving female candidates 
with the same qualifications 
as men preference where 
women were under- 
represented. 

Shortly afterards EU social 
affairs ministers cut in half an 
EU fund to promote equal 
opportunities. 
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A review ol sews from the Arabic press 


False report prompts 
political parties to open 
fire on Central Bank 

'CrCt THREE POUTICAL parties have issued a statement 
critictring the Central Bank monetary policies and ques- 
tioning their benefit for economic giowth, investmem 
attractiveness, employment creation and pricing stability. 
In their statement, the Progress and Justice Party, the 
Unionists Party and A1 Jamaheer Party said they have 
reservations on the measures taken by.the Central Bank to 
raise interest on credit fociiities to businessmen by one per 
cent as such an increase would hit investment, raise prices 
and burden the public. (The statement referred to an 
article which appeared in an Arabic daily two weeks ago 
highlighting a story that the Central Bank has raisra 
interest rates on loans by one per cent. The Jordan 'limes 
publiriied a Central Bank denial of such an action the 
foUovting day as interest rates in Jordan have been floated 
many years ago). The parties pointed out that interest rates 
have reached 14 per cent and. as such, “we can immediate- 
ly feel che negative eftect of this interest ceiling and the 
higher cost of borrowing for investment or trading. The 
neptive effect would immediately reflect on prices of 
pr^ucis and services which cannot bear more increases 
anymore espedaliy with the weak purchasing power and 
the fall of real purchasing value. Noting that che Central 
Bank has raised interest on certificates of deposit and, 
consequently, siphoned JD 320 million of liquidity from the' 
banks and the hands of che people." the parties said that 
su^ a large amount should have been left free for various 
investments. 

“The direa result for accumulating certificates of de- 
posit U freezing or reducing currency in circulation and, 
consequently the shrinking of commercial activity," the 
parties indicated pointing our that 104 companies, capital- 
ised at JO 1.6 million, were dissolved in December 1995 
when companies capitalist at a total of JO 9.6 million 
were set up. compared with December 1994 when com- 
panies capitised at JD 21.3 million were establiriied. The 
sutement blasted the Central Bank for its measures to limit 
the liquidity by raising the interest rates and, as such, 
causing a drop in the volume of trade at the stock exchange 
and a riumj> in share prices that has been continuing since 
1993. Trading at the Amman Financial Market has declined 
from JD 495 million in 1994 to JD 371 million in 199S. 

“The aim of raising inters! rates is to curb inflation and 
restrain higher cost of living and we think that Jordan has 
witnessed slight inflation &cause it is not a productive 
country compared to other advanced countries," the 
parties noted. “So. to fight inflation by raising interest rate 
on credit facilities and sucking the cash from the market is a 
futile and unproductive process -at this time because the 
direct result would be reducing supplies of goods and lower 
investment initiatives and, at the end, higher prices." 
Noting that the cost of living index had risen ftom 100 
points in 19^ to 113 points in 199S, the statement 
attributed that to supplies being less than the demand and 
to the Treasury's need for more revenue. Such a condition 
was the cause for raising the sales tax rate from seven per 
cent to 10 per cent and for increasing other fees such as 
postal charges, the statement added. 

Seeing the monetairy measures of tii^Cenrral Bank as 
fnndering the advancement and expansion drive of the- 
county the wdfore of the ciuzeos^'^e parties' Mve. 
demandea that under the present conditions the interest 
rate should not be raised beyond 14 per cent and credit 
facilities should not be restricted, especially to produoive 
projects. 

“The exaggerated measures of rairing interest rates or 
restricting atdit facilities are not used except in emergency 
cases of tear of extremely high inflation which is not the 
case in Jordan where che commercial activity is shrinking at 
present," the parties stressed. “The monetary policies have 
dowed the general economic growth which might not rise 
over six to 6.5 per cent in 1996 unless funds are made 
available at the lowest cost possible," the statement 
concluded (A1 Ra’i). 
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Th nmas Muster 


Muster becomes world No.l 


PARIS (AFP) — Thomas 
Muster, &e 2&year-old Au- 
strian who was told he would 
never play tennis again after 
bacfly mjuTing his knee after 
being run down by a drunken 
driver in 1989, was ofGdally 
ranked as the world’s 
number-one player by the 
ATP on Monday. 

Muster, currently in Johan- 
nesburg where he is playing 
in Austria’s Davis Cup match 
against South Africa, is the 
13th player to daim to top 
computer rankiiig dnce th^ 
were first introduced in 1973. 

Hie left-handed Austrian 
clay-oourt spedalist, winner 
of twelve titles in 1995 indud- 
iog the French Open, is the 
thn'd player to take the top- 
raiiking so fer this year. 

Pete Sampras started 1996 
as the number-one but lost 
the status to fellow- American 
Andre >^assi after the Au- 
stralian (^o. 

Muster, the second oldest 
player to be top-ranked since 
John Newoombe dominated 
world tennis as a 30-year-old 
in 1974, may find it tough 
staying idiead of his rivals, 
hoover. 

Sampras, who has regained 
the number-two ^t from 
Ag^, is only nine points 
bdiind the Austrian, while 
Agassi trails Muster just 
195 points. 

Afl three players are in 
action this week. Mu^er is 
pla^g in Dubai udiile Agassi 
and Sepias are scheduled to 
compete at San Jose. 

. During 1995 Master had a 
40-matcfa winiuag streak and 
also won his first-ever indoor 
title at Essen. 

After his knee injuiy in 
1989 Master astonished the 
tennis woiid with tus deter- 
mination to revive his career. 


He resumed practicing 
aguin.st doci(ir<>‘ orders in a 
speciully-designed chair. 

Both Sa^ras and Agassi 
recently oitidsed the ATP's 
.coi^licated rankings system 
saying that the that it 
could make Master number- 
one proved that it was faulty. 

Both said they wanted tte 
‘best fourteen results rule’ to 
be scrapped. 

“Every match should be 
made to count,” said Sam- 
pras, adding: “Muster’s year 
was phenomenal and he is ^ 
far the best day court player 
we have. But I can’t acc^ 
him as being the best player 
on other suriaces.” 

Agassi pot it even more 
strongly. 

“I don’t put him in tiie 
‘top-ten* on surfaces outside 
clay. Hie rankiiig system is 
simply not a true indicator. 
On any other surface but 
day. Muster has lost eveiy 
time he has played Pete 
(Sampras), Boris (Becker) 
and Jim (Giurier)... yet widi 
onr ^stom he’s the player 
who will be top.” 

“1 am a tittie Ut surprised 
at their reaction,” shnigged 
Muster, as he waited for a 
break in the weather in the 
South African capital. 

“1 think that both Pete and 
Andre are real cham pions 
and they have deserved every 
minute they have been 
number-one. 

“But the only dung I can 
say is that 1 won more match- 
es on bard oouits than either 
of diem won on day. 

*T don’t think there is any- 
thing wrong mth being a 
day-court player — but 1 
don’t agree tbat I am just a 
dajr-oouit spedaKst. I have 
also won a lot of times on 
bard courts. 1 won in Essen 


and I reached the 
at the Anstralian 


last year 

riffi A nnaU 

Open.” 

And to |VOve that he hopes 
to tneak with lus im^e. Mus- 
ter said he intended to make 
a major effort in 1996 to 
prepare properly for ^mble- 
don. 

“It is true that I have not 
much ejqwrience of playing 
on grass. Out of about 1200 
matches that I have played in 
my career maybe just twelve 
or thirteen of them have been 
on grass,” he said. 

“But this year I am going 
to play Que^, dien Halle, 
then Wmbledoo. To do well 
on grass it is a case of getting 
the necessaiy experience,” 
said the methodical Master. 
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India, Italy victorious 
in Davis Cup 


PARIS lAFPj — India and 
Ualy sprung surprises in the 
World Croup Davis Cup 
first-round clashes at the 
weekend — India recovering 
to beat the Netherlands 3-2 
and Italy defeating Russia by 
the same margin. 

Exciting newcomer Mah- 
esh Bhupathy. already his 
side's hero after beating Jan 
Siemerink in five sets on Fri- 
day. clinched the tie for India 
on the fast grass courts of the 
Jai Club when his opponent 
Jacco Eltingh had to retire 
after suffering a groin strain. 

Earlier Indian number-one' 
Leander Paes. who had lost 
his singles on Friday, kept 
home hopes alive when he 
levelled the tie at 2-2 by 
beatina Jan Siemerink 7-6 (7/ 
2). 2-6‘. 7-6. (7/3). 7-6 (7/5). 

India, semi-finalists in I9V3 
and finalists in 1966. 1974 and 
1987. now face Sweden in a 
home quarter-final show- 
down in April. 

The Swedes on Sunday 
completed a 4-1 victory over 
Belgium. 

In Rome. Italy, who took a 
2-1 lead over the competition 
finalists for the last two sea- 
sons by winning the Saturday 
doubles, made sure of their 
place in the last eight when 
Renzo Furian won the final 
singles. He beat Andrei 
Chesnokov 6-0. 3-6. 6-.1. 7-5. 

Earlier Yevgeny Kafelni- 
kov had kept RiLssia in the tie 
by defeating Andrea 
Qaudenzi 6-.3. 3-6. 7-6 (7/4), 
7-5. 


1 lie iidiiaiis nave to wait to 
find out who their next oppo- 
nents will be. 

Incessant rain washed out 
play in the South Africa ver- 
sus Austria tie in Johannes- 
burg on Sunday with the 
overall scores still level at 
1 - 1 . 


The match will now be 
switched to an indoor court 
with South Africans Wayne 
Ferreira and Gary Muller 
leading 7homas Muster and 
Alex Antonitsch 64. 7-6 (7/ 
3). 6-7 (^7). 1-2 in the dou- 
bles. 

The venue switch to the 
standard bank arena on Mon- 
day did not upset Australia's 
team captain Ronnie 
Leitgeb. 

'Tm not unhappy with the 
situation because of the slow- 
er playing' surface. It means 
our chances of overall victory 
may have improved — albeit 
ever so slightly." he said. 

South African Danie Vis- 
ser. who would have prefer- 
red to complete the match on 
the fast wanderers grass- 
court. shrugged off the move. 

“This is Davis Cup and 
these things happen." . he 
said, adding: 

Defending champions, the 
Untied Stat^. France. Ger- 
many and the Czech Repub- 
lic had already clinched their' 
•quaner-Hnal berths by taking 
unbeatable 3-U leads on 
Saturday. 

They all completed 5-U 
wins. 


Hakkinen 
to race in 
Australia 


ESTORIL (AFP) — Fin- 
land's Mika Hakkinen will 
drive for McLaren in the 
opening Grand Prix of ihc 
season next month in AuMra- 
lia it was announced here on 
the weekend. 


“1 feel very good. I have 
been training very inlen>ivcly 
for the last four weeks so as 
(o he «LS fit :ls po.ssibie. and 1 
just can't wait to sit in (he 
new car." *s:iid Hakkinen. 
who only three months ago 
was fighting for his lile after a 
horrific crash in the Austra- 
lian Grand Prix in Adelaide. 

Hakkinen drove a Formula 
One car in France last week 
for the first time since the 
'accident and astonished ev- 
erybody. 

“He did an incredible 
job." said team owner Ron 
Dennis who was here to 
launch the new McLiiren MP 
4/ 1 1 car. 

Hakkinen said he was not 
surprised he had been fast in 
the test at the Paul Ricard 
truck, and that once he 
started driving in Iasi year's 
car he said to himself: "This 
is great, this is fun." 

The MP 4.M1 ran for the 
first time here on Saturday, 
driven hy former World 
Champion Alain Prosi. now 
with a senior development 
mie at McLaren. 

“Compared to the '4.5 car it 
is much easier in corners.' 
with better traction and 
downforcc." said Pn^st. 


Capriati returns to face the music. . . 
and steal the limelight 


PARIS (AFP) — Jennifer 
Capriati. who wrote her 
name in the record books at 
Roland Garros in 1990 by 
becoming the youngest play- 
er to rea^ the semi-final of a 
Grand Slam tournament, re- 
turns to the French capital 
this week to relaunch her 


career. 


Her decision to apply for a 
wild card for the $450.(X)0 
Paris Gaz de France Indoor 
Open, took everybody by 
surprise — but tournament 
ro^nisers at the Stade de 
Coubertin to the west of Paris 
were clearly delighted. 

With world numt^r-one 
Steffi Graf still injuzed and 
unable to defend her title and 
with France's Canadian-bora 
Mary Pierce looking jaded 
and unconvincing — the 
event needs any additfonaf 
interest it can muster. And a 
good run by Capriati could be 
a major dividend. 

The 19-year-old Americaii. 
who ws the world's sixth- 
ranked player three years 
ago. tuned her back on ten- 
nis after being beaten in the 
first-round of the 19^6 Un- 
ited States Open. 

But within a few months of 
her ‘retirement* Capriati was 
back in the headlines — and 
for all the wrong reasons. 

First she was detained for 
shoplifting and then, eight 
months after her United 
States Open defeat, she was 
arrested in a motel on a drugs 
charge. 

After undergoing psychiat- 
ric treatment and a rehabi- 
litation course she tried to 
restart her career in l%i- 
ladelphia in November 19M 


— but was beaten by Anke 
Huber in the first round. She 
then wi^drew from the 1995 
Australian Open and dis- 
appeared from the media 
spotlight altogether until her 
request for a wild*card entry 
to the P»ris tournament. 

“We are obviously delight- 
ed she is coming," said a 
spokesman for te organis- 
ers. 


trained top pla^rers like Pete 
^mpras and Jim Courier, 


“After a long preparation 
she says she is now ready 
both physically and mentally 
to play again." 

Certainly Capriati, who 
has made it clear she intends 
to say nothing to the media 
until after completing her 
first match at the tournament 
on either Tuesday or 
Wednesday, looked impress- 
ive as she worked out in the 
Roland Garros underground 
indoor courts this weekend. 

She is now back with father 
Stefano and younger brother 
Steven in Florida after living 
with her mother Denise in 
California when her parents 
divorced during the troubled 
period after she first quit 
tennis. 

And it was with father in 
close attendance that she 
emerged at the weekend to 
have a hitting session with 
France's national coach Eric 
Deblicker. 


Capriati, who in recent 
months has been practicing 
hard at the Ha^ Hopman 
Tennis centre in Saddleb- 
rook, Florida, has slimmed 
down since her father hired 
the services of highly- 
respected fitness coach Pat 
Ettteberry last November. 

Etcheberrv, who has 


admits that it hasn't been an 
easy job getting Capriati back 
into shape but he says she has 
made considerable progress. 
He remains uncertain if she 
has the stamina to go all the 
way in a tournament but 
stresses that the best thing 
about the new Capriati is that 
she now “enjoys" practising. 
That was a far cry from the 
player who so detested train- 
ing sessions in her early 
career. 

Capriati's return to the 
tour coincides with her desire 
to defend her Olympic title at 
Atlanta later this ^ar. Cap- 
riati won the gold medal by 
beating Steffi Graf in the 
Barcelona final. 

She has already indicated 
that she is available for seiec-. 
don for the United States 
Federation Cup team — a 
necessary first step for Olym- 
pic consideration — but 
American team captain Billie 
Jean King says she will want 
to see some solid tournament 
results before considering 
Capriati for a team place. 

Last year's finalist Mary 
Pierce, still looking for her 
first victory in France, will be 
hoping to reverse her recent 
slump in fortunes. 

The big-hitting 20-year-old 
has dropped our of toe 'top- 
ten' after rising to become 
the world number three last 
November, and her second- 
round def^t by Germany's 
Anke Huber in a desperately 
disaf^xMnting title defence at 
this year’s Anstralian Open 
has posed questions atout 
her capability to climb back 
among the elite. 



Worid Chess rhampion Garry Kasparov looks over bis 
board during the scond game of Us ^-game natch 
dialtenging the IBM compoter Deep Blue io PhOadcIpliia 
(Reuters photo) 


Kasparov levels match 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — 
The human creativity of 
world chess champion ^rry 
Kasparov brought him ba^ 
into the six-garrft match 
against an IBM- supercompu- 
ter called Deep Blue on Sun- 
day. levelling the contest at 
one point each. 

The Russian grandmaster, 
stunned ^ his defeat at toe 
hands of Deep Blue in Satur- 
day’s first gone — the first 
time a computer had beaten a 
worid champion under regu- 
lar tournament conditions — 
finished off Deep Blue’s 
black pieces in a long en- 
dgame that ended with prog- 
rammers resigning on move 
73. 

“To beat this machine you 
have to fight really hard... as 
many hours as it takes," said 
Kasparov, who said before 
the contest that he was de- 
fending humans against the 
onslaught of computers. 
“The rest of the match is 
going to be tough, the 
machine does not m^e many 
nu'stakes. 

Kasp^v, 32. took toe in- 
itiative in the strategic Cata- 
lan opening with tiw white 
pieces. In the middlegame 
and endgame, he controlied 
large arev of the board wiUi 
his queen and bishop working 
in harmony. He won a valu- 
able pawn, isolated the black 
bishop and chased the king. 

The game in the Phi- 
ladelphia convention centre 
was tnterrupleJ tvin* om;i; 
in toe opening when a prog- 


rammer played an incorrect 
move on toe board and later 
when a telephone line went 
down, suspending toe com- 
puter pro^mme for reveral 
minutes. 

"Carry wanted to see how 
the machine played on off- 
ence and how it played on 
defence and today he got his 
money’s worth," said grand- 
master Yasser Seirawan of 
the United Slates. "Along 
the way he gained some very 
interesting information about 
the computer." 


Kasparov went into the 
S500.000 six-game match 
without any knowledge of 
Deep Blue's programme or 
games it had played in train- 
ing. The machine can calcu- 
late 50 billion moves within 
three minutes. 

With one point awarded 
for a win and 'A point for a 
draw, the score is 1-1 with 
four g^es to play. The third 
game is scheduled for Tues- 
day. 

The event was the first 
match between a reigning 
world champion and a com- 
puter in a classical chess for- 
mat in which games can last 
as long as seven houis. 

Kasparov was sitting on a 
raised platform opposite a 
video display terminal and 
the programmer, who made 
Peep Blue’s moves as they 
were transmitted over the In- 
ternet from International 
Business Machines to York- 
town heights. New York. 


Risks 
payoff 
for Kostner 


SPAIN (AFP) ^ Italian 
Isolde Kostner risked every- 
thing and won the jackpot 
gold in the Women's Super 
Giant slalom, first race in the 
Alpine Skiing World Cham- 
pionships. here on Monday. 

“I don't think it was possi- 
ble to go any faster." Kostner. 
said in the finish area. 

"The course was set very 
fast and this was good for me. 
li was more like a downhill 
than a Super-G." 

Kostner took a wide line to 
pick up speed and went into 
the long flats on the bottom 
of the course the absolute 
fastest. Her 1 minute 21.110 
seconds meant an average 
speed on the course of 
100.58kph. 

Switzerland's Heidi Zur- 
hriggen took the silver medal 
with 1:21.66. The .sister of 
Pirmin. who dominated ski 
racing in the 80s. has never 
won a world cup race and had 
been considering retiremertt. 
“I think Isolde was unbeat- 
able today and I think she is 
definitely a favourite for the 
downhill." said Zurhriggen. 
obviously delighted with her 
silver medal. 

The bronze medal went to 
Picabo Street, another dow- 
nhill specialist. 0.71 seconds 
behind the leader in 1:21.66. 

Defending champion Katja 
Seizinger's race lasted only 20 
seconds. 'The German started 
odds-on favourite but set the 
ski edges too hard. She failed 
(o recover and missed a gate. 

“I made a mistake and that 
can happen to anyone." she 
said. 
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3 countries announce joint ^ 
bid for 2006 Winter Games^ 


SIERRA NEVADA (AP) — 
Austria, Italy and Slovenia 
have announced plans to 
make a joint bid to host the 
2006 Winter Olympics to be 
held at sites Jn^Jhe three 
countries. 

The plan has the support of 
all three national govern- 
ments but is the creation of 
local authorities in' the 
bordering towns of Amold- 
stein, Austria. Tarvisio, Ita- 
ly, and Kranjska Gora. 
Slovenia. All three sites are 
within 10-15 kilometres (6-9 
miles) of each other. 

The group, which claims it 
is toe first to present a three- 
country bid. was among the 
nine candidates for the 2002 
Games, which were awarded 
to Salt Lake City in the Un- 
ited States. 

Cristiano Degano, the 
chairman of the committee 
created to promote the bid — 
Tarvisio 2006 — said his 
■group had numerous advan- 
tages including the presence 
of nearly all the necessary 
infrastructure to stage the 
events. 


Hie group announced its' 
bid at the Worid Alpine 
Skiing Championships in 
Spain to take advant^e of 
the many media attending 
from around the world. 

"We don’t need to build 
anything," Degano said, 
"^us environmental impact 
will be minimal.” 


He also said there was an 
extensive trnasportaiion net- 
work in place throughout the 
region that would only need 
to be fine-tuned for the 
Olympics. He said finding 
accommodations would be 
the hardest pan. 

"Our bid fits in perfectly 
with the movement we're 
seeing by the Olympic com- 
mittee to internationalise the 
games." Degano said. “For 
us. it would be a great oppor- 
tunity to promote the many 
■and diverse traditions of all 
three regions." 

Degano didn't offer a cost 
' ^timate of the project, but 
said the expenses would be 
split evenly among the three 
European countries. 



Former WBO heavyweight champion Tommy Morrison who 
was “medically suspended” for by the Nevada Athletic 
Commission, just hours before be was scheduled to fight 
(Reuters photo) 


‘Morrison tests, HIV positive’ 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — ' 
Heavyweight fighter Tommy 
Morrison, wfio had his 
license suspended shortly be- 
fore he was due to fight in 
Las Vegas on Saturday night, 
was told he tested positive'for 
the AIDS virus, the Los 
Angeles 'Times reported on 
Sunday. 

The 'Times, in a story dale- 
lined from Las Vegas, based 
the report on remarks from 
an unnamed source. 

Marc Ratner. the Nevada 
State Athletic Commission 
executive director. ha.s said 
only that Morrison was 
“medically suspended." 

Ratner declined to com- 
ment on whether Morrison 
had tested positive for HIV. 
By law the commission can- 
not reveal the re.sulis of such 
tests publicly. 

Morrison, the former 
World Boxing Organisation 
champion, was to fight un- 
known Arthur Weathers in a 
non-title bout on Saturdav 
night. 

He returned to hi.s home in 
Oklahoma when it was dear 
the bout wub off. 


my 


Morrison's manager. Tom^ 
V Holden, said: "We hu^ 


ven't talked to the doctor. If 
there is a problem, we will 
re-test. Let's give Tommy a 
few days. Right now. he is 
confused. He is going to find 
out what's going'on. We feel 
Tommy has a bright future in 
boxine." 


Morrison's trainer Tommy 
Virgets told the newspapwr; 
“Everyone has their specula- 
tion but that's all it is. Tom- 
my was ready to go and he is 
frustrated as hell." 

Nevada law requires fight- 
ers to take an AIDS test the 
first time they fight in the 
state in the calendar year.' 
Morrison. 27 and with a re- 
cord of 45-.3-1. last fought in 
Las Vegas in June 199.3 when 
he won a 12-round decision 
over George Foreman to take 
the WBO title. 


Four months later he lost 
the belt to Michael Benp on a 
first-round knockout. 

In October. Morrison was 
knocked out by Briton Len- 
nox Lewis in Atlantic City. 
New Jersey. 


GOREN BRIDGE 




Both vulnerable. North deali. 
NORTH 
*10 6 
OA863 
0AJ9 
*AKJ10 

WERT EAST 

*Q87S *3 

OQJ1094 9K75S 

082 0368 

+B4 *87632 

soirxH 

*AKJ864 

OVoid 

OKQ10T4 

«QS 


WtfH OMAR SHARIF 
-A TANNAH hHRSCH 


BACKWARD THZNKIMG 


Opniiag lead: Queen oTO 
when dumrav has 


dummy haa master 
^umps, 0 dummy revenal wi|] 
«ten produce an extra trick «■ two. 
South B technique on this was 
exemplary. 


Dedarer won the fint trick with 
the ace, discarding a spade from 
hand, and immediately niffed a 
heart TVtra rounds of binape were 
drawn, ending in dummy. Bad 
either defender tailed to follow, 
•.declarer would have l e sortcd to a ^ 
2 spade diviMan aet iRi die not 
win a raff. Bat onoe trampa knAe 
~~<^BA 0 oaably, a better line was avail- 
able. Declarer ruffed a heart, 


The bidding; 
NOBTB EAST 

SOUIB 

WEST 

INT 

pmv 

8* 

Pam 

SNT 

Papf 

49 

Fkm 

49 

Pms 

4* 

Mm 

6* 

Paes 

S9 

Pass 

e* 

PfeM 

Pms 

Para 

70 

Pam 


After North'a no-trump opeaine 
showed both aoiu. North's 
wur hearts was a cue*bid 
4i»)Nada. and thereafter 
era cue-bid their controls. South 
straight to the grand slam 
ace and tang of duha were 


crossed to the ten of cluba and 
tnuoped dummy's last heart The 

queen of cluba was evertaken and 
the last trump was drawn. The 


"Bhal four tridm were by die 
^0 hi^ clubs in dummy and iba 
two master spades in the closed 

hand 

In oil, declarer scored three 
trump tricks, one heart three 
heart niflh, two spade tricks and 
four dubs — just — to fulfill 
the grand slam. 
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TEL: 634144 


CINEMA 

PHILADELPHIA 


Tom Hanks 
in 

Forrest 

Gump 


Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, 9:00 p.m. 


CINEMA 


TEL: 699238 


PLAZA 


Nabieleh Oubead/safiyah Al 
Omaree/Farouq Feeshawi 

in 


Atabeht Al Settat 

(ladle's Step) 


Arabic 

Shows; 12:30. 2:15 .6:45. 8i30. '0:30 


CINEMA 


TFT4 677420 


C(5NCORD 


CONCORD ”1" 

On Peadly Ground 

Shows; 12:30, 2:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2** 

* Jim Carrie 

Shows: 2:30, 6:15 


AMMOUN THEATRE & 
CINEMA/TE3L: 618274 - 61S275 


Adel Imam & Yusra 


in 


Birds of 
Darkness 


(Arable) 

Shows: 12:30. 3. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


u 


'Ahlan Tatbie”piay 
Welcome Normalisation 

Shows: 8:30 p,m. 

For reservation call 625155 
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O’Neal, Jordan lift East to 
NBA All-Star victory 
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^SAN ANTON'IO. Texas 
(Agencies) — Michael Jur- 
V ■ iN'. dan. playing his first National 
Bciskeihall .As.sociatiun 
(NBA) All-.Siar game in 
three years, was naincJ most 
valuable player as he scored 
-J 20 points m' the East's 12‘)- 

t . IIS victory over the West. 
But it was Orlando's Sh.i- 
quille O'Neal vvho led the 
i. Eastern Conference in senr- 
ing with 23 points, inefuding 
« II in (he pivotal third quar- 
ler. He also had Ml rebounds 
^ us the East beat the Western 
, Conference for only the 

second tiine in five years. 
Jordan, who wu.s the All* 

' Slur MVP in I9SK. added 
ei|h> of his 211 points in the 
(. third. .Penny Hardtuvuy 
added 18 points and «A‘)n 
ussisus and made two three* 
i , pointers to stop a West rally 
in the fourth quarter. 

Jordan shut eight of M 
from the field, made all four 
of his free throws and ttrab- 
bed four rebounds in 22 mi* 
nuies on the floor. 

He iteenied a bit surprised 
that he. and nut O'Neal, 
earned MV'P honours. 

"J didn't wanr to oversha* 
dow anvtvne." he said. "I was 
)usr basically trying to fit in 
it's a great honour to even be 
considered and an even grea- 
ter honour lo win." 

Eiisrern Conference coach 
Phil Jackson. Jt^rJan's coach 
at Chicago, admitted: "I vs.is 
surprised Michael got it. 

"We knew whiiever made 
a defensive stand w-as going 
to win it (the game). He 
made some great plays in the 
third quuner and Shaquille 
was dominant in the finish. " 
Gary Payton led the Wu-si 
with )9 points. David Robin- 
son added IS and 11 re- 
bounds. Shawn K.emp scored 
12 points. 1“ in the first quar- 
ter. Jason Kidd added sc-vcii 
points and lo assists. 

After Hakeem Olajuwon 
pulled the West within t)V‘-(i5. 
O'Neal look a pass from Jor- 
dan as he was failing out of 
bounds and threw down a 
dunk as he wjs fouled. 
O’Neal convened the Ircc 
throw to extend the lead to 
72-h5. 

Kemp jammed home a 
‘ dunk, but O'Neal hit j hoiik 
to restore the lead to seven. 

, Jordan hit two free throws 
and added a dunk, giving rhe 
East a 7.S-b7 lead. 

in the fourth quarter, the 
West narrowed the gap to 
111-103. Hardaway hit back- 
lu-buck threc-puiniers to 
blunt the West's charge. 

He hit his first three fiom 
the left win. Alter u miss by 
the West. Hardaway chased 
down an errant pass and 
nailed a three-pointer irom 
the left corner. 
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NB.A East .All-Star .Michael Jurdan of the Chicago Bulls .siiiilvs 
with the NBA All-Stur game M\'P trophy following the (last's 
129-118 victory over the West iKcuters photo) 


"1'hey certainh respunJeJ lo 

It. 

“I w.is very shocked when I 
won. and the tans, they 'll 
have their tipiniun. Ii e.isil> 
could have been Shaq for the 
w.iy he finished the came. I le 
amid have easily have been 
chosen M\'P. and oh*, lousiv 
would have deserved it. 

"He k'.in have the inipiu* il 
inoi winning it) is gtanc !<■ 
make him mad the second 
half ot the season I mighi 
give it (o him whenever / eo 
inio the locker roiim." Ji>r- 
dan said. 

Five minutes later. Jordan 
walked aw'ay from the inter- 
v ievv f;ihie and left the trophy 
behind. 

•■| wouldn't lake it. " 
O'.S'eal respiTndeJ v^hen in- 
formed w'hai Jordan said. 

Jordan had 20 points, tour 


rebounds .ind one assist in 22 
miniiies. He was in the game 
when the East o|>ened the 
third c|u:irter with a 27- (.3 run 
to take control tor goml. but 
that was it. He sat on the end 
of the East bench ihroughiuii 
the tourih quaner. 

O'Neal. \vl)u went lo high 
school in San .Antonio and 
was a crowd favourite, 
finished w'lth 23 points and I0 


lehounds. and was on ilie 
Hour in the luiinh quaner 
when the East turned hack 
the West's final ehallenue m ,i 
I24-11X vicii»ry. 

Jurdan won the M\'P vole 
4-.1 uver O'Neal. The vntmg 
was condiieted late in the 
fourth quarter and the ballots 
were eollecicd with 2. .3.3 left. 
O'Neal then had .i rebound. .i 
shon one-hunder and capped 
his scoring with a monster 
dunk on ii fast break with 
4(1, b seconds left. 

"I thought Shaq deserved 
the MVT." Charles Barkley 
said. "Michael didn't pl.iy 
any in the fourth quarter, 
Shaq played down the stretch 
and got a lot of points, hut 
ihey^took ihe voting before 
t w g ame ended." 

<TltS crowd began booing 
when commissioner David 
Stern walked lu centre court, 
picked up the trophy and 
pulled Jordan alongside him. 
Il was perhaps the loudest 
response of the ngihi — posi- 
tive ur negative — .ind it 
seemed lo lake Jordan .ib,tck 

"You don't want to over- 
shadow anyone, you just 
want to fit in. I c.in under- 
stand iheir concerns. Perhaps 
the judges didn't have those 
concerns when they made 
Iheir decisions. I don't vote. I 
couldn't do anything about 
il." Jordan said. 

O'Neal seemed milled by 
(he whole affair. * 

He answered quesiuins ,ii 
his locker for several minuies 
but refused lu go lo the 
NB.A's interview room. As 
he Walked out of the building 
before .my other player, his 
irademark smile was gone. 


FOR RENT 


Semi villa in a quiet residential area in Shmeisani 
(near the Marriott Hotel). Total of 250 sq.m., 

1 master & 2 bedrooms, salon, dining, large 
living, laundry & cloakroom, plus entrance, 
kitchen, breakfast area & 3 bathrooms, 
separate central heating. 

Furnished or unfurnished. Call 662664 




Jordan most unpopuior M\'P 

The All-Star game's .Must 
Valuable Player got a 
negative response and nearly 
gave the trophy away. . 

Michael Jordan, who chose 
to sit on the l>cnch for the last 
Ih minutes, was booed ofl the 
court at the Alamixiome on 
Sunday after it vvas 
announced that he. rather 
than Shaquiilc O'Neal, had 
won the MVP award. 

:» "I felt kmd of strange 
sumding out there accepting 
7 an MVP trophy when the 

- crowd was making their own 

^ selection." Jordan s.iid. 


CANADIANS 


CANADIENS 


CANADIAN CITIZENSHIP WEEK - INVITATION 
TO REGISTER. 

THE embassy of CANADA, IN MARKING THE CELEBRA'IION 
OF CANADIAN CITIZENSHIP WEEK , 12-19 FEBRUARY, 
INVITES ALL CANADIAN CITIZENS RliSIDENT IN JORDAN 
TO REGISTER, OR RECONFIRM THE DETAILS OF THEIR 
CURRENT registration, WITH THE CONSULAR SECTION. 
THIS CAN BE DONE IN PERSON AT THE CHANCERY IN 
SHMEISANI, SUNDAY TO THURSDAY, FROM 09:00 TO 11.30 
YOU ARE ASKED TO BRING YOUR PASSPORT. 

LA SEMAINE DE LA CITOYENNETE 
CANADIENNE - INVITATION A S'INSCR/RE. 

L'AMBASSADE DU CANADA CELEBRE LA SEMAINE DE LA 
CITOYENNETE CANADIENNE DU 12 AU 19 FEVRIER. NOUS 
PROFITONS DE CETTE OCCASION POUR INVITER TOUS 
LES CANADIENS QUl SONT RESIDENTS EN JORDANIE A 
S*INSCR1RE AUPRES DE LA DIRECTION CONSULAIRE. OU 
RECONFIRMER LES DETAILS DE LEUR INSCRII*l'ION. IL 
SUFHT DE' SE PRESENTER, PASSEPORT CANADIEN EN 
MAINS A LA CHANCELLERIE SITUEE A SHMEISANI DU 
DIMANCHE AU JKUDIENTRE 09:00 ET 11:30 HEURES. 


Lebanon 

edges 

Ecuador 1-0 

BEIRUT (APJ — Lebanon 
defeated Ecuador l-O in a 
warm-up soccer match for the 
1998 World Cup qualifiers. 
Half-tirue &core was 1-0. 

The friendly match was 
held under heavy rain at 
Beirut's Bourj Hammoud 
stadium before an estimated 
15,(XX} flag-brandishing fans. 

In the 20th minute, Leba- 
non’s Armenian forward 
Vartan Ghazarian took a 
long pass from midfield and 
lobbed the ball from IS 
iMters l yards) over Ecuado- 
rian goalkeeper Jose Cevallos 
to score the only goal of the 
match. 

The Lebanese then went 
on the defensive. Rain and 
mud kept Ecuador’s strikers 
from equalising. 

It was the first rime that an 
Ecuadorian national squad 
has played in Lebanon, which 
is recovering from a 1975-90 
civil war. 


Australia’s Riley tests 
positive for drugs 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Samantha Riley, golden 
jgirl of Australian swimming, may the 
lAtlama Olympics after zesting positive for a 
|drug she sq^arently took to stop a beadac^. 

The 23-year-oId triple world record- 
breaking breaststroke swimmer was reported 
to have tested positive for Dextropropoxy- 
phen. The penalty for using this pain killer is a 
two year suspenion. 

Her coach Scott Volker said: "It was 
inadvertently taken. That's all f can comment 
on. There was no performance-eah^eing 
drug. There is nothing to hide.” 

Riley had complaint of a headache two 
days before her first race at the shorr-coiirse 
world diampionships in Rio dc Janeiro in 
December where she won two gold medals. 

"She was totally not at fault over the 
incident and we just hope people will see it 
that way,” Votkers added. 

Vina Murray, executive director of .Austra- 
lian Swimming Inc., confirmed the spon's 
governing body, FTNA, was investigating. 

Riley broke die long-course world record at 
the 19M world championships in Rome and 
set two world records winning the 100m and 


200m breastro'ke ^Id medals at the short- 
course championships in Rio. 

Dextropropoxyphen is a narcotic analgeag 
mainly used as a pmn killer and produces a 
false feeling of inviodbility. 

At an extraordinary congress on doping at 
Rio in November, IWA hdd down a two-year 
ban for this type of drug. 

FINA also doubled the ban for anabol ic 
steroids to four years, followed by life so^wn 
sion for second offenders. 

Under the neyr measures, federations 
would be fined 10,000 dollars if a second 
swrimmer fails a test during a four-year period. 

If a third swimmer is tsimned, me fine 
would rise to 30,000 dollars, ff four or moi% 
are banned, the federation and all its swim, 
mers would be suspended for two years. 

If the policy had been in force last year 
during the Asian Games, where 11 
athletes — including seven swimmers 
tested positive, Chinese swimmers would 
have been mis^ the Atlanta Olympics, 

Australia and the Unit^ States had led a 
campaign calling for stronger action a 
China following that Asian Games de 


Weah again on target for AC Milan 


PARIh (APPi ™ M: .MiUii 
MrcichcJ ihcir IcjJ ,ii the inp 
ul ihc Il.iii.in Lc.iuuc («> liw.* 
)iiiiniN on SunJ;ix wuh 
N^'orlJ. Luiopcnn ,n>J .Atri- 
c;iii ‘Pttoih.iliu'i ft the N'cjr" 
<.ii:ori!c Wcjh nciiini! ihe 
tinlv .icjiiisi Mrug^lmc 

Ail.iiii.i iiiMile Ihe first n:i- 
mile. 

I'he quicksiUer Liberum, 
seiii dc.ir b> P'renehm.m 
Mareel Oesaiiiy. hl,isied 
home his sec«)nd ijo.il in .is 
ni:m> c.imes smee reSurninc 
liom .Ainc:in Nations’ Cup 
July ten Ja\s aco m iho 
openini! sixty seconds of the 
tf.ime. 

Seamd-placeU Fiorcntina 
ks'pi m touch by heulint! 
third-placed P,irma by the 
same scoreline. Christian 
Amoruso netted the only 
goal after 2h minutes, picking 
up .1 locise hall after Parma 
go.ilkeeper Luca Bucci tum- 
bled a Gabriel Batistuta (rev- 
kick. 

Juventus. II points behind 
[ho leaders, kepi in the chase 
with a 4-1 thrashing u( Cag- 
liari. Fahri^iu f^iivanclli 
scored twice, Alessandro Del 
Piero added a third and Via* 
dimir Jugovic added the 
fourth. 

It was an unhappy return 


old p.istures for fornser 
Juse manager Giov.im Tra- 
pattoni. nou m ciiarce of 
Cagliari Trapaitom ieJ 
Juventus to sinnc uf lifies 
dunne the i^siis.' 

In Spain. Barcelona c!o*.eJ 
the g,ip un run.iwav leader* 
.Atleticit to eight points p\ 
hammering rivals Real .Mad- 
rid 3-u at the Nou Camp, 
while .Aileiico surprisinulv 
lust their unbeaten h^tme re- 
cord by crashing !-U to sirue- 
gling .Seville. 

Bosnian striker Meho KoJ- 
ro did the damage for Barce- 
lona by scoring two of his 
side's goals. Portuguese win- 
ger Luis Figo was als*i on 
target. 

.Ailetico dominated their 
match against Seville, who 
had taken only ope point 
from their previous seven 
matches, but squandered 
their chances. They paid the 
penalty when Gabriel .Moya 
scored on a coumer-aiTuck 
thirteen minutes from the 
w-histle. 

Compostela moved above 
Espanyol to take third place 
after a .3-2 home win over 
Zttragozu. Christopher Ohen' 
hit the winner' in 'the lu.st- 
minute. 

Espanyol vvere helicl 1-1 at 


Racing Santander, with Jose 
Rojo rescuing a point. 

In the Bundesliga. which 
returned to aciiun after the 
winter break. Hamburg 
iolicJ Bayern .Munich's title 
hsiprs w ith a 2- 1 w in — com- 
ing from behind to snatch the 
puints in the last five mi- 
nuies. 

Mehmet Schuil put Otio 
.Rchhagel's men ahead on 2S 
mnuies and. had ihe Bava- 
rians held un. they could 
have jC'incd Dortmund on 41 
poinis at the summit. 


(ernational Pavel Kuka level- 
led on 2.3 after beinu pul 
through by Brazilian .Arilsltn 
.Although Borussia were 
able to welcome back Swiss 
striker Siephane Chapuinuf 
after a year out through )))-- 
jury, he drew a blank. 

Bad weather wiped out 
half (he programme. 

In France.'Paris Saint (k‘f- 
main slid to their first home 
defeat of the season on Sun- 
day. allowing Montpellier lu 
storm buck from 2-0 down 10 
snatch u last-gasp .‘3-2 viclorv. 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 


But in an unlikely turnar- 
ound. Andre Breiienreiter 
equalised four minuies from 
lime and L'w-e Jahnig then 
snatched the winner in the 
dying seconds to the delight 
of the Sb.tKin crowd at the 
\'olkspurksiadion. 

Champions Dortmund hud 
extended their advantage 
Saturday with a disappointing 
1-1 draw at lowly Kaisers'^' 
lauiem. 

Dortmund youngster Lars 
Ricken put the reigning 
champions, ahead after juxl 
nine minutes, hut Czech in- 


PSG. who had seen their 
lead cut to three points Sulur- 
day after Auxerre beat Lyon, 
played fluent passing fooihiid* 
in the first-half without mak* 
ing a breakthrough. 

But Panamanian striker 
Julio Ce&ar Dely Valdes 
struck with a lowering header 
on 49 minutes and" Francis 
Llucer slid home u second 
half an hour later — appear- ' 
ing to wrap thinsh up. 

But then PSG collapsed 
dramatically and Montpellier 
rjitled in three goals in six 
minutes. 


a mm gift 



for someone 
very special. 


Voin-gi/riisurctuhe 
L'rttnptier in an isiegfini ^tfen box , 
••»nly jrom ShiJcrj. 



Our stores wtll he open after Iftar from 7:30 * 9:30 PM. 
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Gulf leaders and politicians 
denounce Bahrain bombing 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) 
— Gulf leaders and politi- 
cians Monday rushed to 
express support for 
Bahraio's government after 
a luxury hotel here was 
bombed, wounding four 
people. 

Th^ also backed the emi- 
rate in its effort to track 
down the bombers and con- 
tain weeks of anti-govern- 
ment unresL No new mea- 
sures have yet been 
announced. 

The region's royal rulers 
are anxious to contain the 
disturbances, which they 
claim is orchestrated by 
their giant neighbour Iran. 

The bombing Sunday of 
the seafront Diplomat Hotel 
was the second against pres- 
tige targets in downtown 
Manama in less than a 
month. A small bomb 
exploded in the Royal 


Meridien Hotel Jan. 17, but 
caused no casualties. 

Kuwait's emir telephoned 
Bahrain's ruler “denounc- 
ing and condemiung actions 
th^ are aimed at har ming 
Bahrain and its people,” the 
government-run Gulf News 
Agency reported. 

Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmed A1 
Sabah expressed Kuwait’s 
“full support for all mea- 
sures” c^D to ensure secu- 
rity in Bahrain, in the tele- 
phone call to tire emir. 
Sheikh Isa Bio Saiman A1 
Khalifa. 

Also Monday, a delega- 
tion of pro-government 
Kuwaiti lawmakers arrived 
in Bahrain on a trip to 
express support for the gov- 
ernment. 

They were to meet with 
nrembers of the royally 
appointed Bahraini 

Consultative Council. 


which advises the ruler on 
policy. 

Collectively, the six 
nations grouped in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council con- 
demned the bombing in a 
statement issued by the 
organisation’s Secretary 
General, Sheikh Fahim Bio 
Sultan A1 Qassimi. 

He also expressed concern 
over interference in Bahrain 
by “foreign parties” — a 
codeword for Iran — who 
were “agitating the unrest 
and disturbing security in 
the Gulf.” 

But Mr. Qassimi also 
stressed that the GCC wants 
“good-neighbouriy rela- 
tions” with Iran. 

The council’s members 
are Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, 
Oman, the United Arab 
Emirates. Bahrain and 
Qatar. 


Bosnian Serb officers 
transferred to the Hague 


SARAJEVO (AFPj — Two 
senior Bosnian Serb officers 
were released from deten- 
tion in Sarajevo and trans- 
ferred to the Hague-based 
war-crimes tribunal 
Monday. Bosnia's prime 
minister told AFP. 

“The Hague (war-crimes 
tribunal) decided to take 
two senior officers — 
DJukic and Krsmanovic — 
for further prosecution at 
the Hague,” Bosnia’s pre- 
mier. Hasan Muratovic, 
said. 

General Djoije DJukic, 
head of Bosnian Serb logis- 
tics during the war. and his 
deputy Colonel Aleksa 
Krsmanovic were being 
transfonred to the U.N. court 
Monday evening. Mr. 


Muratovic added. “They've 
been delivered to the 
Hague. They left from here 
with prosecutors who came 
from the Hague and who 
held preliminary investiga- 
tion here,” ±e prime minis- 
ter said. 

(In the Hague, a Dutch 
official said a judicial irans- 
ferral operation was expect- 
ed Monday evening, adding 
“the destination of the trans- 
fer is Scbeveningen” near 
the Hague. 

(A prison there has cells 
reserved for people charged 
by the intemationai crimi- 
nal tribunal. The source did 
not confinn that those 
e.xpecied were DJukic and 
Krsmanovic.) 

Four other Serb soldiers 


held by the Bosnian author- 
ities were released after the 
Hague said they were not 
interested in them, be 
added. “We said before that 
we were going to comply 
with all the decisions of the 
Hague tribunal,” Mr. 
Muratovic said. 

Earlier Monday, several 
French armoured vehicles 
pulled up outside Sarajevo’s 
central prison. In scenes 
reminiscent of a thriller 
movie, two men, their heads 
bowed and wearing flak 
jackets and helmets, were 
escorted into two of the 
vehicles under heavy armed 
French escon. It is thou^t 
the pair were the general 
and his colonel deputy. 
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250 CARS CRASH IN ITALY: A policeman and an tinidendfied man stand on top of some of 250 cars involved 
in a multiple pUe-up on a fog bound motorway on Monday, between the cities of ^cenza and Voona, northern 
Italy. At least 11 people were lulled and more than 100 injured in the crash. It was the Italy’s worst road acci- 
dent since 1989 when 13 people died In a motorway pile-up in the centre of the country (Reuters photo) 


Major warns of more bomb attacks 


LONDON (R) — British 
Prime Minister John Major 
on Monday said IRA guer- 
rillas might detonate osore 
bombs in the wake of a fatal 
London blast but vowed to 
press ahead with elections 
to move the Nortiuro Irish 
peace process forward. 

In an emergency statement 
to parliament In vritich he 
paid tribute to the two men 
killed in Friday's blast Mr. 
Major said the IRA bad to 
resume its ceasefire befc»e 
(here could be any return to 
ministerial talks with Sinn 
Fein, the IRA's political 
wing. 

“This may not be the last 
such atrocity. More fol- 
low. both here in the main- 
land and in Northern Ireland 


if the IRA ceasefiie is not- 
renewed,” Mr. Major said. 

He also announced a sum- 
mit with Irish Prime Minister 
John Brumn in London, pos- 
sibly next week, to try and 
hammer out a way to over- 
come the crisis in the peace 
process. 

The Irish Tunes newspaper 
claimed that the blast in 
London's Docklands finan- 
cial district, which caused an 
estimated £IS0 million 
■($230 million) damage, was 
a one-off attempt to persuade 
Britain to change its plans for 
Nonhem Ireland. 

“We are not at the end of 
the road for peace. If we are 
pushed back, we will suut 
again...There can be no end 
to tills search for a permanent 


settlement in Northern 
Ireland,” Mr. Major told a 
sombre House of Commons. 

Mr. Bruton attacked Mr. 
Major's plan for elections to 
open the way for all -party 
peace talks, saying it would 
“pour petrol on the flames”, 
but Mr. Major said it was still 
the best way foiward. 

‘This proposal has been 
consistently misrepresented 
by Sinn Fein and misunder- 
stood more widely,” a grim- 
looking Major said. 

“I repeat now that its pur- 
pose is to lead directly and 
speedily to negotiations 
between all parties commit- 
ted to peaceful and democra- 
tic methods, aimed at reach- 
ing a comprehensive politi- 
cal settlement.” 


The election plan, unveiled 
last month, is di^igned to get 
round the refus^ of pro- 
British Unionists to talk to 
Sinn Fein untQ the IRA gives 
up its arms and Sinn Fein’s 
insistence that all-party talks 
most start before arms can be 
scrapped. 

But the Irish government 
argues Mr. Major is seeking 
u> sidestep a report by an 
intemationai committee, 
chaired by fonner U.S. 
Senator George Mitchell, 
that suggest^ guerrillas 
should disarm in stages as 
aU-pariy talks get underway. 

Sinn Fein was also out- 
raged. saying Britain was 
showing bad faith and trying 
to put yet more obstacles in 
the road to peace. 


Iraq hopeful of oil-for-food accord sooii 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
said Monday it was opti- 
nustic of reaching a deal 
with the United Nations 
soon on a resumption of 
limited oil exports and 
warned its people agmnst 
filing guns to celebrate the 
announcement of an accord. 

“All the signs point to an 
end soon to ti»e negotiatioos 
underway in New York ^ 
an agreement on the 
resumption of oil exports.” 
an Iraqi official told AFP. 
asking not to be named. 

Iraq and the United 


Nations opened talks in 
New York last Tuesday on 
U.N. resolution 986, which 
would allow Baghdad to 
sell one billion dollars of oil 
per quarter in exchange for 
food and medicine. 

The full-scale talks were 
to resume Monday after 
adjourning on lliurs^y. 

Meanwhile, interior min- 
istry official General Taber 
Jalil A1 Habbush warned 
Iraqis against the traditional 
celebration of firing auto- 
matic weapons into tiie air 
to mark the announcement 


of an accord. 


”Pe(mle who fire into the 
air will be severely pun- 


ished,” he told the govern- 
ment daily AI Jumhuriya. 

He said dozens of people 
were wounded by shots 
fired to mark the start of 
negotiations with the U.N. 
last week. “Some have died 
in hospital because of the 
shortage of medicine” 
caused by U.N. sanctions, 
Gen. Habbush added. 

According to Health 
Minister Umid Medhat 
Mubarak, 1,600 people 


were hospitalised because 
of the celebratory gunfire. 

Gen. Habbush also said 
Iraq would “soon hear of 
important economic devel- 
opments” and that prices 
would continue to fai). 

Since Baghdad announced 
last month it had agreed to 
oU-for-food talks with the 
U.N., food prices more than 
halved because of the spec- 
tacular rise of the national 
cuirency, the dinar. 

Iraq been under crip- 
pling U.N. o'll and tr^ 
sanctions since 1990. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


HizboUah kills 2 SLA militiamen 


TYRE, Lebanon (AFP) — HizboUah gueniUas lulled 
two Israeli-backed militiamen in a bomb attack Monday 
in an occupied zone of South Lebanon, inflicting the 
militia’s first fatalities so far this year. A spokesman for 
the South Lebanon Army (SLA) said a third militiaman 
was seriously wounded as the bomb exploded in the cen- 
tral sector of Israel's “security zone.” The device was set 
off by remote control as a patrol drove by. The Iranian- 
back^ HizboUah claimed responsibUity for tte attack. 


Japanese troops welcomed to Golan 


QUNETTRA, Syria (AFP) — U.N. officials oiganised an 
official ceremony on the disputed Golan Heights on 
Monday to welcome 45 Japanese troops joining a U.N. 
peacekeeping mission here. The ceremony took place at 
Camp Fawar, base of the United Nations Disengagement 
Observer Force (UNDOF) set up. a year after the 1973 
Arab-Israeli war to supervise the ceasefiie between Syria 
and Israel and the disengagement of their forces. The 
J^anese contingent from the Self-Defence Forces (SDF) 
will replace a Omadian unit cturying out transport duties 
along foe buffer zone between Syria and Israel. 


Yemen backs French mediation 


CAIRO (AFP) — Yemen voiced suppon Monday for 
French efforts to broker an end to its armed standoff with 
Eritrea over a Red Sea island. Yemen's representative to 
foe Arab League Ahmed Mohammed Nuaman said he 
met with league Secretary General Esmat Abdul Meguid 
to “inform turn of tbe latest developments” in the two 
countries' dispute. Mi. Nuaman said Sanaa was ‘*com- 
fbrtable with French mediation efforts to find a peaceful” 
way out of foe dispute. 


Sudan in search of Mubarak’s would-be killers 


KHARTOUM (R) — Khartoum,- under pressure to arrest 
and hand over three Egyptians suspected of trv'ing to 
assassinate President Hosni Mubarak last year, on 
Monday ordered all Egyptians in Sudan to report to 
police within 10 days. The interior ministry ordered all 
Egyptians, including those with diplomatic passports, to 
register at tbe nearest police station within 10 days. In a 
statement broadcast on state radio, it also said ul! 
Egyptians leaving Sudan would have their papers 
cltecked. 


Turkey using water 
weapon against Arab 


nations — league 


CAIRO (AFP) — Turkey 
aims to impose its will on its 
Arab neighbours and push 
its regional influence by 
using water as a weapon, foe 
Arab League said in a report 
on Monday. “Despite repeat- 
ed Turkish denials of the 
possibility of using water 
resources for political ends, 
it is impossible to rule out 
that possibility.” said, a 
repon from tbe league's mil- 
department received by 

AFP. 

The report pointed to 
Ankara's dam building on 
the Tigris and Euphrates 
rivers, which flow into Syria 
and Ii^. and ‘its insistence 
on continuing its GAP pro- 
jecL" 

GAP, a $30 billion project, 
aims to build 22 dams and 
19 hydroelectric power sta- 
tions along the Euphrates 
and other rivers in Turkey's 
southeast Anatolia region. 
Both Syria and Iraq have 
accused Turitey, where the 
Euphrates rises, of meddling 
wifo the waters and ignoring 
foeir needs. A session of foe 
league's member foreign 
ministers in March is to 
examine the issue. The 
report also criticised a 1987 
proposal by .Ankara to build 
a “peace pipeline” to trans- 
port six million cubic meters 
of water a day from rivers 
feeding the Euphrates to sell 
to Syria, Iraq and the six 
Gulf monarchies. 

Ankara “uinis through this 


project to increase its region- 
al role and, if completetL this 
project could have damaging 
effects on Arab securi^,” foe 
report said. It *Vil] be a 
means of pressuring Arab 
countries to attune foeir poli- 
cies to Turldsh interests in 
particular or American and 
Western interests in general. 

“It cannot be ruled out that 
Turkey will resort either by 
its own decision or under 
pressure from foe United 
States to threatening to cm 
the flow of water to Ar^ 
countries.” foe report said. 
The report also raised the 
possibility of Israel 
“destroying foe pipeline or 
extorting concessions not to 
do so” if it is not allowed to 
join the water networit. 
Turidsh dam-building on foe 
Euphrates in 1990 reduced 
the water flow into Syria by 
40 per cent and into Iraq by 
80 per cent, foe report said. 

Dams on foe Tigris have 
cut down the flow into Iraq 
by 50 per cent the report 
said. Under a protocol 
signed in 1987. Turkey has 
to ensure a flow from foe 
Euphrates of 500 cubic 
metres per second into Syria, 
which then supplies 58 per 
cent of this water to Iraq. 
The 2.800-kilometre-Iong 
river flows, from Turkey into 
Syria and then mivels into 
Iraq. The Ti‘;ris. which also 
rises in Tur'«y. is further to 
the east an J flows solely into 
Iraq. 


Israel, Arabs to work on 
definition of ‘displaced’ 


CAIRO I AFP) — Israel and 
Arab nations are to meet 
here on Tuesday to try to 
agree a definiiioo of a dis- 
placed l^esDaian. in talks 
on foe return of those who 
lost their homes in the 1967 
Middle East war. 

Delegates from Israel, 
EgypU Jordan and tbe 
Pstiekioians will gather for 
two days in Cairo for the 
seventh session of the com- 
mittee on displaced persons, 
the PLO's permanent repre- 
sentative to tbe Arab 
L^ue Mohammad Sobeib 
said. 

Once it has defined the 
term “di^laced,” tbe com- 
mittee will then be able to 
decide how many 
Palestinians should be 
authorised to return to foe 
leiritories. 

“For Israel the problem to 
discuss is about foe defini- 
tion of 'displaced' and to 
resolve foeir number.” a 
spolcesman for the Israeli 
embassy in Cairo, Yaacov 
Setiy. said. 


Wranglings over foe defi- 
nition has dominated previ- 
ous sessions of the commit- 
tee in Amman, Cairo and 
Haifa since it first met in 
March 1995. 

Mr. Sobeih accused Israel 
of 'folding up everyfolng 
and wasting time on foe 
topic.” 

“We consider as displaced 
anyone driven from the ter- 
ritories in 1967 along wifo 
their wives and children 
who were bom afterwards, 
but Israel differs over 
including relatives,” Mr. 
Sobeih said. 

The committee is tasked 
wifo hammering out the 
details of “the admission of 
persons displaced from the 
West Bank and Qasa Strip 
in 1967” under foe 1993 
self-rule accords between 
Israel and tbe PLO. “Tbe 
return of displaced is sup- 
posed to have been com- 
pleted or at least begun by 
the start of final status 
talks” in May, Mr. Sobeih 
said. 


Final negotiations are to 
deal wifo the letara of 
Palestinian refugees, 
defined as those who fled 
their homes during the first 
Arab-Israeli war in 1948, as 
well as tbe final status of 
Jerusalem, foe West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Tbe United Nations says a 
total of 350,000 
Palestinians were displaced 
in 1967. while Israel says 
they now number only 
200,000. 

Faruq Kaddoumi, head of 
tbe PLO political depart- 
ment, told AFP on Sunday 
the number of tbe displaced 
had swelled to 750,000 
including dependents. 

“Israel still has not imple- 
mented a basic article (of 
tbe self-rule accords) allow- 
ing foe return of 750,000 
displaced Palestinians. This 
provision is clear, but Israel 
refuses whatever it wants 
from the agreements,” he 
said. 


Israel 

summons 

Egyptian 

ambassador 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel's foreign ministry 
summoned Egyptian 
Ambassador Mohammad 
Bassiuni Monday to protest 
Egyptian media reports 
foat Israeli soldiers execut- 
ed Egyptian prisoners of 
war and sold their organs 
for transpiams in foe l9S()s 
and 1960$. Deputy 
Foreign Minister Eli Dayan 
said be complained during 
their meeting over the 
media reports and the fact 
that Israel had not been 
invited to the International 
Book Fair opening in Cairo 
next month. "Not only are 
we not invited to foe Inter- 
national Book Fair, but we 
read that the organisers will 
have a special day on the 
is.sue of prisoners of war,” 
he said. 


Security for journalists 
urged after Algiers bomb 


PARIS (R) — An interna- 
tional press watchdog urged 
Algerian President Liamine 
Zeroual Monday to step up 
protection of journ^ists 
after IS people were killed 
by a car bomb explosion 
outside Algiers’ main press 
centre. 

“Reponers Without 
Bord^ (RSF) begs you to 
take the steps need^ to 
improve the security of 
journalists in Algeria,** RSF 
said in a ielter to Mr. 
Zeroual. 

The Paris-based watch- 
dog also asked Mr. Zeroual 
to set up an independent 
commission to probe foe 
bombing and previous 
attacks on journalists, and 
to grant visas to RSF mem- 
bers so they could investi- 
gate the filings and work- 
ing conditions for journal- 
ists in foe Nonh African 
country. 

RSF took Mr. Zeroual to 


task for this month's tight- 
ening of controls on media 
reporting of political vio- 
lence. 

“These various steps actu- 
ally mean censorship of foe 
Algerian press and infringe 
press fireedom and foe right 
to information.” ii said. 

RSF said the latest bomb- 
ing took to 54 foe number 
of journalists slain in 
Algeria since 1993. 

Sunday's bomb went off 
outside La Maison de la 
Presse. an office building 
where Algeria’s main news- 
papers are based. It killed 
IS and wound^ 52. 

Among the dead were two 
journalists. Allaoua Ait 
M'barak, editor of the 
evening French-language 
daily Le Soird’Algerie, and 
. Mohamed Dorbane. a 
columnist in the same 
mass-circulation newspa- 
per 




Michael Jackson 
thrills Rio's slum 
dweHers 
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RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil 
<R) — Pq) Michael 
Jackson duilfed tbonsands 
of residents in a poor Rio 
neighbourhood Sunday 
while filming a music 
video which officials had 
tried to ban. Relaxed and 
smiling broadly at thou- 
sands perched precariously 
on shaky roofs, Jackson 
lodced completely at home 
in this patchwork of brick 
and wo^ houses. ctingiDg 
to the hillside. Tbe city’s 
shantytowns are normally 
shunned by outsiders 
because of drugs and vio- 
lence, so security was tight 
throughout foe filming. 
1,500 policemen and SO 
residents acting as security 
guards effectively sealed 
off the Dona Marta shanty- 
town Saturday night. 
“Michaers arrival was 
very moving. He landed by 
helicopter, dust every- 
where, without a mask, 
without gloves and every- 
one screaming 'Michael, 
Michaer,” said Jose Luiz 
De Oliveira, president of 
foe Residents' Association. 
There had been much spec- 
ulation over how the 
health-conscious Jackson 
would cope wifo foe less- 
thar^perfect sanitary con- 
ditions in foe shantytown, 
especially after be arrived 
in Brazil wearing a black 
surgical mask. But today 
Jackson seemed carefree 
about the open drains and 
rubbish, waving at every 
opportunity to his scream- 
ing admirers from a 
makeshift patio which 
commanded panoramic 
views of Rio's more obvi- 
ous toarist amactioos. 
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Crazed Thai 

V.,- 

elephant rescued 


after long swim 
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BANGKOK (R) _ A 
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crazed elephant, which 



roamed wildly through tbe 
Thai jungle after bursting 
its chains on tbe weekend, 
was found swimming in 
deep sea nearly a day later. 
A member of foe rescue 
team in Trat province, 
about 387 I^ometres 
southeast of Ban^ok, said 
Monday the team spent 
about three hours trying to 
puU 20-year-old Kamphan 
from the waters of tbe Gulf 
of Thailand. Kampban's 
owner told rescuers that foe 
jumbo broke free of his 
chains late Saturday night 
and went running off 
through foe jungle. It ran 
throughout the ni^t add 
was found Sunday swim- 
ming about 10 kilometres 
from foe shore. The ele- 
phant struggled in foe 
water but was galm when it 
reached tbe beach and was 
reunited wifo its owner, a 
rescue worker said. 
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30 detained after 
drug haul ^ 
Swedish 'rave' . 


STCXTKHOLM (AFP) — 
Swedish police said they 
detained 30 youths and 
seized drugs after a pre- 
dawn raid on a “rave”_pMty 
in a Stockholm suburb. A 
90-strong police squad 
burst in as tbe 500 -odd 
people partied during the 
early hours of Sunday 
morning at Nacka, near 
Stockholm. *TVfe seized 25 
different sorts of drugs, 
mainly ecstasy and 
hashish, and found several 
weapons, mainly kniyes," 
said police spokesman 
Bror Aasa, without giving 
nn estimated value for the 
drugs seizure.' The 30 
pie held for questioning 
were aged between 16 and 
30. The party shed, known 
as Docklands, had been 
under police surveillance 
for several weeks and will 
be henceforth shut down. 











•nist 


rat 


I 




